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FOREWORD 


of  all  the  men  who  have  shaped  and  colored 
the  history  of  western  America ,  none  are  at  the  same 
time  more  often  referred  to ,  and  yet  less  known ,  than 
the  Sublette family.  Descendants  of  French  Huguenot 
refugees  who  came  to  Virginia  in  1700,  this  pioneer 
family  spread  across  the  continent's  virgin  land  in 
succeeding  generations.  Rich  in  frontier  achievement , 
but  short  in  actual  historical  renown ,  this  hardy  fam¬ 
ily  left  its  imprint  upon  the  expansive  history  of  the 
fur  trappers  and  traders  from  St.  Louis  to  Los  An¬ 
geles,  from  the  Mandan  Villages  to  the  Tejon  tribe , 
from  Mexico  to  Oregon.  Few  monuments  stand  to 
commemorate  them.  Perhaps  they  need  none,  for  theirs 
was  the  distinction  of  participating  in  the  early  west¬ 
ward  expansion  of a  young  America ;  they  were  among 
the  heralds  ^/Manifest  Destiny.  Their  labors  on  the 
far  frontier  helped  to  create  the  American  empire. 
This,  then,  is  their  epitaph. 
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C  i  H  The  Huguenots 
at  Manakin  Town,  Virginia 
in  1700 


IN  A  regal  chamber  among  the  vast  and  stately 
halls  of  Fontainebleau,  October  17, 1685,  Louis 
xiv,  the  Grand  Monarqne ,  scratched  his  bold  sig¬ 
nature  swiftly  across  the  parchment  of  a  State  paper 
laden  with  great  consequence.  Quickly  sand  was 
sprinkled  to  blot  the  royal  name,  then  gently  blown 
into  the  air  by  one  of  the  secretarial  attendants, 
leaving  the  King’s  autograph  strangely  naked  be¬ 
neath  the  finely  written  text.  With  dispatch,  the 
great  seal  was  embossed  on  the  scarlet  molten  wax, 
stamping  the  finality  of  royal  assent.  On  October 
22,  the  chambres  des  vacations  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  entered  the  decree  upon  the  records  of  the 
supreme  judicature  of  France.  The  act  was  done, 
the  ritual  completed:  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  there- 


t&i •  i  innjOt'.  mu  Jo  y  u  ;;f  li  :>m  otni 


yyj1  'u  u  i  o  «u>i>  ..v.,iv4auvi  t 


aVuxm  *>j  r  noqw  $  rr»f>  xL  irjnoino  ui  l 

•:?  -rfj;  /S  it#  r»  ^  r 


<>  y  jbt.  n  An  ]•>  iq  -it. 


. 


2 


ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


with  revoked.  The  persecution  of  the  Huguenots 
commenced.* 

Little  did  the  “Sun  King”  realize  the  analogous 
symbolism  of  the  ritual  in  executing  the  decree  of 
revocation:  he  had  inadvertently  given  the  crown’s 
approval  to  the  first  of  a  series  of  events  that  would 
eventually  bring  about  the  diminution  of  French 
power  and  might.  In  legalizing  the  persecution  of 
the  Huguenots,  Louis  xiv  had  signed  a  fatal  instru¬ 
ment  that  would  launch  Europe  into  a  regrouping 
of  alliances, the  end  being  the  destruction  of  French 
glory  and  prestige.  France  by  reverting  to  an  out¬ 
right  policy  of  religious  intolerance  drove  from 
herself  an  enterprising  and  ambitious  people.  By 
the  tens  of  thousands, Huguenot  refugees  fled  from 
the  mounting  tide  of  cruel  persecution,  many  of 
them  finding  welcomed  havens  in  Holland  and 
England. f 

*Charles  Weiss,  History  of  the  French  Protestant  Refugees 
[Translated  from  the  French  by  Henry  W.  Herbert]  (2  vols., 
New  York,  1854),  11, 378-81,  reprints  the  text. 

fThe  number  of  Huguenots  that  fled  France  has  varied 
in  the  written  accounts.  Reginald  L.  Poole,  A  History  of  the 
Huguenots  of  the  Dispersion  (I  .ondon,  1880),  165-70,  presents 
a  summary  of  various  writers’  estimates,  and  concludes  by 
offering  300,000  as  the  approximate  number. 
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This  flight  of  the  Huguenots  was  to  exercise  a  de¬ 
cisive  influence  on  European  politics.  In  England, 
French  Protestants  materially  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  1688  Revolution  and  the  triumph  of 
William  of  Orange  over  the  Stuart  king,  James  n.# 

In  gratitude  for  the  assistance  rendered  him  in 
his  endeavor  to  obtain  the  British  crown,  William 
lent  every  effort  of  the  realm  to  support  and  reward 
the  faithful  French  Huguenots.  One  of  the  first 
official  acts  the  Orange  prince  took  on  becoming 
King  was  to  appoint  a  royal  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  necessities  of  the  Huguenots.  William  soon 
found  a  tangible  means  by  which  he  could  express 
his  gratitude-he  offered  the  Huguenots  land  in 
colonial  America. f 

Among  those  Huguenots  who  fled  F ranee  to  Hol¬ 
land,  found  service  in  the  ranks  of  William  of  Or¬ 
ange’s  victorious  army,  helped  to  affect  England’s 
“Glorious  Revolution,”  and  who  subseque 

* Weiss,  1 ,  passim. 

fR[obert]  A.  Brock,  ed.  and  comp.,  Documents ,  Chiefly 
Unpublished,  Relating  to  the  Huguenot  Emigration  to  Virginia 
and  to  the  Settlement  at  Manakiti-Town . . .  [  Collections  of  the 
Virginia  Historical  Society,  New  Series]  (Richmond,  1886), 

passim.  (Hereinafter cited  Brock, Huguenot Docts.) 
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journeyed  as  eager  colonists  to  colonial  America, 
came  the  Sublette  family.  The  descendants  of  this 
family  would  write  large  their  name  on  the  annals 
of  the  history  of  their  newly  found  homeland.  From 
humble  beginnings  on  the  James  River  at  Manakin 
Town,  the  Sublettes  would  join  with  other  immi¬ 
grants  in  the  westward  march  of  a  young,  expand¬ 
ing  America.  From  that  small  initial  settlement, 
a  mere  island  in  the  stark  and  savage  wilderness, 
would  spring  generations  of  frontier  pioneers  who 
would  explore  the  paths  and  build  the  settlements 
that  would  fulfill  the  dream  of  a  New  World  em¬ 
pire.  For  these  Huguenots,  sturdy  of  stock,  firm  in 
ambition,  strong  in  determination,  rich  in  courage, 
would  labor  to  carve  out  of  the  broad,  seemingly 
limitless  virgin  land,  a  new  nation.  Their  horizon 
was  always  just  beyond - 

“. . .  county  after  county,  and  State  after  State,  to 
the  west  and  south,  beckoned  them  on;  and  they 
went  on  and  grew,  and  multiplied  according  to  the 
blessings  of  Jacob  on  Joseph’s  children.”  * 

*William  H.  Foote,  The  Huguenots;  or,  Reformed  French 
Church  (Richmond,  1870),  534-35. 
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THE  HUGUENOTS  5 

Thus,  on  a  quiet  summer’s  day,  July  23,  1700, 
Captain  George  Hawes’  ship,  the  Mary  Ann , 
dropped  anchor  at  Kickotan,  the  harbor  for  colo¬ 
nial  Virginia  at  the  mouth  of  the  James  River.  The 
vessel  had  left  London  March  24,  and  after  an 
uneventful  passage  of  thirteen  weeks  reached  its 
destination.  On  board  the  Mary  Ann  came  the  first 
contingent  of  America  bound  Huguenot  refugees 
under  the  leadership  of  Oliver  de  la  Muce  and 
Charles  de  Sailly.The  ship’s  complement  consist¬ 
ed  of  207  French  exiles.* 

Among  the  passengers  aboard  the  Mary  Ann  who 
sought  this  New  World  domicile  was  one  Abraham 
Soblet,  accompanied  by  his  two  eldest  sons,  Abra¬ 
ham,  Jr.,  and  Jacques.  On  the  following  September 
20,  when  Captain  Daniel  Perreau’s  ship,  Peter  and 
Anthony ,  disembarked  its  company  of  refugees  in 
the  second  emigrant  expedition  led  by  Claude 
Phillipe  de  Richebourg,  came  Susanne  Soblet,  his 
wife,  with  the  other  three  children,  Pierre  Louis, 

*The  first  muster  accounted  for  59  women,  38  children, 
no  men.  Brock,  Huguenot  Docts .,  12;  date  of  departure 
from  London  is  given  in  Mrs.  H.  D.  Pittman,  ed.,  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  Gentle  Birth  and  Their  Ancestors  (2  vols.,  St.  Louis, 
1903-07), !,  181. 
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Littlebury,  and  Anne.  Happily,  the  family  was  then 
reunited  at  Manakin  Town.* 

The  origins  of  the  family  have  long  been  ob¬ 
scured  in  the  dust  of  history.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  this  undoubtedly  lies  in  the  spelling  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  name,  a  name  that  went  through  a  considerable 
number  of  transitions.  One  finds  in  various  ac¬ 
counts  :  Sablet,  Soblct,  Soublet,  Soublette,  Sublit, 
Sublitt,  Sublet,  Sublett,  Subletts,  Sublette.  The 
latter  is  the  spelling  utilized  by  that  branch  of  the 
family  with  which  this  narrative  deals,  although  it 
does  not  appear  as  the  accepted  form  until  late  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  Because  of  this  misspell¬ 
ing,  efforts  to  trace  the  family’s  French  origin  lends 
itself  to  susceptible  error. f 

*Muster  taken  at  Jamestown,  July  31,  1700.  Rfobert]  A. 
Brock,  ed.,  Miscellaneous  Papers ,  1622-1865  [ Collections  of 
Virginia  Historical  Society,  New  Series]  (Richmond,  1887), 
Vi,  63-6;  muster  taken  by  Capt.  Perreau,  Jamestown,  Sept. 
20,  1700,  and  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  de  Joux,  Dec.  1, 1700. 
Brock,  Huguenot  Docts.,  14, 24 ;  Samuel  A.  Sublett,  A  Partial 
History  of  the  French  Huguenots  by  Name  Sob  lets . . .  (Rich¬ 
mond,  1896),  5,  8.  There  is  an  error  in  an  entry  made  by 
William  Byrd,  Nov.  10, 1701,  wherein  he  lists  the  entire  Sob- 
let  family  as  coming  in  the  first  refugee  ship.  Brock,  Huguenot 
Docts.,  46;  Pittman,  1, 181. 

JSamucl  [S.]  Sublett  to  [Robert  A.]  Brock,  Dec.  27, 1897. 
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Actually,  the  Soblct  family  fled  France  in  1686 
in  the  wake  of  revived  Huguenot  persecution.  Ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife,Susanne ,*and  his  two  sons, 
Abraham,  Jr.  and  Jacques,  Abraham,  Sr.  sought 
refuge  in  protestant  Germany.  There  in  1686  his 
third  son,  Pierre  Louis,  was  born.  When  William  of 
Orange  sounded  the  call  to  arms  against  the  aggres¬ 
sive  designs  of  Louis  xiv,  the  Soblct  family  moved 
to  Holland,  rallying  to  the  occasion  to  seek  revenge 
against  the  hated  French  monarch.  While  in  Hol¬ 
land,  Anne,  the  only  daughter  was  born.  Apparent¬ 
ly  as  a  soldier  in  William’s  expeditionary  force  to 
England,  Abraham,  Sr.,  after  the  quick  Orange  vic¬ 
tory,  sent  for  his  family.  Journeying  from  Holland, 
the  family  was  reunited  in  England  and  settled  at 
Littlebury  on  the  outskirts  of  London.There  in  1689 
a  fifth  child  was  born  to  the  Soblets,a  son  named  af- 


Uroch  Cfl//^//0W,IIenryE.HuntingtonLibrary>SanMarino, 
Calif.(l  lereinaf'ter  cited  11r.11);  R[obcrt|  A.  Brock, “The  1  Iu- 
guenots— Europe  and  America,” Richmond  Standard,  April 
12, 1879  (p.  4,  cl.  1),  states  that  the  original  family  name  was 
Soublette  and  was  corrupted  to  Sublettfe]. 


*Pittman,  1, 1 8 1 ,  gives  her  maiden  name  as  Dupuy.  Brock, 
Huguenot  Docts .,  1 5 1-54,  for  Dupuy  family  history  and  gen¬ 
ealogy;  Frederick  A.Virkus,ed.,  The  Abridged  Compendium 
of  American  Genealogy  (Chicago,  1925),  541. 
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ter  the  city  of  his  birth,  Littlebury.  It  was  from  there 
that  the  Soblet  family  was  to  sail  to  America  in  1700* 

In  colonial  Viginia’s  rugged  frontier  environ  the 
family  of  Abraham  and  Susanne  Soblet  waxed  in 
number,  prospered  and  flourished.  With  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  Vestry  for  Manakin  1'own  in  1707, 
Abraham  was  elected  a  member  to  that  governing 
board.  And  when  the  10,000  acres  of  land  that  had 
been  granted  to  the  refugees  by  royal  decree  was  di¬ 
vided,  the  head  of  each  family  received  133  acres.f 

With  position  and  proprietorship,  the  Soblets 
began  sinking  their  roots  into  American  soil,  a 
soil  that  would  be  nourished  by  their  descendants’ 
contribution  in  a  later  generation.  The  progeny  of 
Abraham  and  Susanne  Soblet  would  fan  across  the 
mountains,  valleys,  rivers,  plains,  and  deserts  of 
continental  America,  ever  seeking  that  distant  ho¬ 
rizon,  ever  giving  their  full  measure  to  the  growth 
and  expansion  of  their  adopted  native  land.  From 
this  sturdy  breed  came  the  Sublettes  of  fur  trading 
and  trapping  fame. 

*Pittman,  1, 181 ;  11,  38, 1 13—19. 

f  Brock,  Huguenot  Docts.,  passim.  James  L.Bugg,  Jr., “The 
French  Huguenot  Frontier  Settlement  of  Manakin  Town,” 
Virginia  Magazine.. . , lxi  (1953), 35 1-94. 
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ndrew  SUBLETTE,  one  of  the  five  sons 


of  Phillip  Allen  and  Isabella  Whitley  Sub¬ 


lette,  was  born  at  Somerset,  Kentucky,  in  1 808.  His 
father  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Abraham  and 
Susanne  Soblet  who  had  settled  in  Virginia  in  1700 
at  Manakin  Town. 

During  the  American  Revolution  and  immedi¬ 
ately  thereafter,  a  number  of  Sublette  descendants 
moved  to  Kentucky  to  take  advantage  of  the  land 
grants  available  in  the  area  for  settlement.  Several 
of  the  family  had  served  within  the  ranks  of  the 
Continental  Army,  thereby  gaining  military  land 
warrants  in  the  region.  Others  came  in  hopes  of 
providing  their  progeny  with  property  on  the  new 
frontier.*  Among  those  hardy  pioneers  came  An- 

*Benjamin  Sublett  received  Warrant  No.  899, 200  acres, 
for  three  years  service  as  a  Sergeant  in  the  Virginia  line. 
This  was  issued,  June  20,  1783.  In  addition  to  this  grant, 
Benjamin  acquired  3,179  acres  under  date  of  June  20, 1782 
and  an  additional  2,000,  March  26, 1785,  all  located  in  Lin¬ 
coln  County,  Kentucky.  Lewis  Sublett’s  grant  was  dated 
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drew  Sublette’s  grandfather,  Littlebury,  who  was 
accompanied  by  members  of  his  own  family  in  1 796. 
They  temporarily  joined  his  brother  Lewis,  who 
had  settled  on  Grier  Creek  in  Woodford  County 
in  1780. 

Shortly  after  arriving,  Littlebury  Sublette  and 
his  wife,  Sarah  nee  Burton,  moved  their  family  to 
200  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  “South  Side  of  the 
Green  River.”  There  the  family  fixed  their  Ken¬ 
tucky  abode.  And  it  was  one  of  his  sons,  Phillip,  who 
would  be  the  hither  of  Andrew.* 

On  November  21, 1797,  Phillip  Allen  Sublette 
took  Isabella  Whitley,  daughter  of  a  famed  Ken- 

May  io,  1780.  Willard  R.  Jillson,  ed.,  Old  Kentucky  Entries 
and  Deeds  (Louisville,  1926),  65, 363. 

George  Sublett,  under  date  of  May  4, 1784,  acquired  405 
acres  in  Fayette  County  on  Mill  Creek.  He  was  to  be  followed 
by  innumerable  members  of  the  family  during  the  first  half 
oftheninteenth  century. Willard  R. Jillson, ed., Old  Kentucky 
Land  Grants  (Louisville,  1925),  124, 241 ,418,738, 877,1735. 

•John  E.  Sunder,  Assistant  Professor  of  History,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas,  has  written  a  full-length  biography  of  William 
Sublette:  Bill  Sublette ,  Mountain  Man  (Norman,  Okla., 
1959).  He  deals,  pp.3-17,  exhaustively,  with  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Sublettes  in  Kentucky.  Although  this  writer  dis¬ 
agrees  on  several  points  with  Mr.  Sunder,  the  interested 
reader  should  consult  his  excellent  volume. 
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tucky  colonel,  in  marriage. The  young  couple  even¬ 
tually  settled  at  Crab  Orchard,  Lincoln  County.* 
There  they  reared  their  children:  William  Lewis, 
Milton  Green,  Pinckney  W.,  Andrew  Whitley,  Sol¬ 
omon  Perry,  Polly  and  Sophronia.f  Their  five  sons 
would  become  a  part  of  “that  doughty  breed”  of 
frontiersmen,  mountain  men ,  who  would  blaze  a 
trail  “from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  from  Canada  to  Chihuahua.”  £ 


*Stella  M.  Drumm,ed.,“The  Correspondence  of  Robert 
Campbell,  1834-1845,”  Glimpses  of  the  Post,  vm  (1941),  6. 
(Hereinafter  cited  Campbell  Corres.) 

Colonel  William  Whitley  was  “the  alleged  slayer  of  Te- 
cumseh  at  ‘Bloody  Ground’.”  He  served  with  distinction  on 
the  Kentucky  frontier.  Draper  Mss,  9CC25-60,  Wisconsin 
State  Historical  Society,  contains  his“memoires.”  Washing¬ 
ton  Irving,  Astoria  and  Captain  Bonneville  (Reprint,  New 
York,  1937),  19,  though  he  spells  the  name  Wheatley ;  Hiram 
M.  Chittenden,  The  American  Fur  Trade  of  the  Far  West  (2 
vols.,  reprint,  Stanford,  Calif.,  1954),  1,254;  William  Waldo, 
“Recollections  of a  Septuagenarian,”  Glimpses  of  the  Past,w , 
70- 1  (hereinafter  cited  I 1  a  Ido  Recollections). 


f  Family  Bible, Whitley  House,  Stanford,  Kentucky ;  Mrs. 
A.  E.Salogga  of  Decatur,  Ill.,  to  the  author,  January  28, 1 957; 
[Mrs.]  Dorothy  M.  Hancock  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  to  the  author, 
February  10,  1957;  Will  of  Phillip  Allen  Sublette,  Book  I, 
Letters  of  Administration  and  Letters  Testementary  (1822- 
1833),  St.  Charles  County  Court  House,  Missouri. 

Stanley  Vestal  [pseud.],  'The  Missouri  (New  York,  1945), 
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ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


In  1817  the  family,  caught  in  the  spirit  of  the  west¬ 
ward  movement,  migrated  to  Missouri.  Stimulated 
by  the  prospects  of  gains  from  Spain  to  the  south¬ 
ward,  safe  in  the  knowledge  of  the  easing  of  Indian 
threats  in  the  area,  anticipating  the  opportunities 
to  be  unfolded  to  the  daring  northward  through 
pending  diplomatic  settlements  with  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  an  endless  stream  of  eager  migrants  poured  out 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Virginia.* 

Thomas  Hart  Benton,  writing  to  his  old  friend, 
Governor  Preston  of  Virginia,  sounded  the  pro¬ 
phetic  call:  “Look  back  to  what  we  were  thirty  years 
ago ;  see  what  we  are  today ;  tell  what  we  must  be  in 
1830.  From  that  day  the  west  will  give  the  law  to 
the  Republic;  and  those  who  have  views  beyond 
that  period  should  plant  themselves  besides  on  the 
waters  of  the  West.”  Witnessing  the  ever  growing 

148  ;“Back-trailingon  the  old  Frontier,”  Columbia  Dispatch , 
June  25,  1922.  Copy  in  Ashley  Papers,  Missouri  Historical 
S  0  c  i  e  t  y .  ( 1 1  c  r  c  i  n  a  f t  e  r  c  i  t  e  d  m  1  is . ) 

*Commenting  on  the  successful  conclusion  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  in  the  western  part  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Thomas  Hart  Benton  wrote  to  Governor  Preston  of 
Virginia,  May  20, 1818:  “It  will  be  a  great  event  for  the  U. 
States,  as  it  will  carry  the  warlike  population  of  Ken.  and 
Ten.  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  within  ten  or  twelve 
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number  of  new  arrivals,  he  saw  a  “New  Virginia” 
taking  shape,  reached  by  steamboats  that  were 
“swarming  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  or  in  car¬ 
riage^]  ”  across  prairies  “more  beautiful  and  ex¬ 
tended  than  Asia  itself  could  boast.”  * 

Heeding  the  call,  the  Sublettes  moved  to  Mis- 
souri, settling  in  thesprawling  hamlet  of  St.  Charles 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Missouri,  20  miles 
above  its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi,  and  22 
miles  north  of  St.  Louis. f 

Life  at  St.  Charles  for  the  Sublette  family  was 
typically  early  frontier.  Existence  was  hard,  but 
free.  To  the  courageous  and  daring,  early  nine¬ 
teenth  century  Missouri  abounded  in  opportuni¬ 
ties.  When  Missouri  was  admitted  to  the  Union 
in  1820,  Phillip  Allen  Sublette  found  himself  ap- 

days  of  sail  of  New  Orleans,  and  will  give  to  that  place  the 
means  of  prompt  and  powerful  military  aid,  in  comparison 
of  which  forts  and  garrisons  will  be  as  nothing.”  Copy, 
Thomas  Hart  Beaton  Papers,  Mils,  original  in  the  possession 
of  Mrs.  Ben  T.  Cable,  Rock  Island,  Ill. 

For  diplomatic  events,  see  Samuel  F.  Bemis,  John  Qjiincy 
Adams  and  the  Foundations  of. American  Foreign  Policy  (New 
York,  1950),  Spain,  317-40;  England,  278-99. 

*T[homas]  H.  Benton  to  Governor  Preston.  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  November  14,  1819.  Benton  Papers,  mhs.  Original  in 
the  possession  of  Mrs.  Cable.  f  Irving,  19. 
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14  ANDREW  SUBLETTE 

pointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  St.  Charles 
Township,  and  his  eldest  son,  William,  was  made 
Town  Constable.  William  also  quickly  demonstrat¬ 
ed  his  sense  of  business  enterprise.  With  Daniel 
Swope  as  a  partner,  he  set  up  the  first  billiard  table 
in  St.  Charles,  a  business  that  proved  not  unprofit¬ 
able.*  A  few  years  later,  Phillip  and  Isabella  Sub¬ 
lette  died,  leaving  their  children  in  the  care  of  their 
eldest  son,  William,  and  near  relatives.  J 

For  the  five  Sublette  sons,  life  at  St.  Charles  was 
a  splendid  training  ground  for  frontier  survival  and 
existence.  There  they  were  exposed  to  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  primitive  living  on  the  fringe  of  American 
civilization.  At  the  same  time,  they  grew  up  watch¬ 
ing  enterprising  fur  traders  go  forth  to  harvest  the 
riches  of  the  upper  Missouri,  for  St.  Charles  was  a 
significant  port  of  call  for  such  expeditions.  Des¬ 
tined  to  play  a  large  part  in  forging  the  paths  of 
empire  for  America,  the  experiences  afforded  by 
the  Sublet  tes’childhood  and  environment  fittingly 
prepared  them  to  meet  the  frontier’s  challenge. 

*W[illia]m  S.  Bryan  and  Robert  Rose,  A  History  of  the 
Pioneer  Families  of  Missouri. . .  (St.  Louis,  1876),  126, 187. 

f  [St.  Louis]  Globe-Democrat ,  May  20,1906.  Copy  in  Sub¬ 
lette  Papers ,  mhs. 
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Thus  as  a  youth,  Andrew  Sublette  grew  up  on 
one  of  the  farthest  outposts  of  American  settlement 
in  the  trans-Mississippi  west.  There  he  watched 
succeeding  fur  trade  expeditions  journey  into  the 
upper  Missouri  basin  in  search  of  advantage  and 
adventure.  The  call  of  the  west,  the  lure  of  far  away 
places,  the  ever  beckoning  horizon  fashioned  his 
environment  and  early  attracted  his  interest.  His 
future,  then  and  there,  was  decided.  When  the  fur 
trade  called  his  brothers, and  finally  himself,  up  the 
Missouri  to  fame  and  fortune,  the  Sublettes  soon 
found  themselves  among  that  select  few  of  “iron- 
hearted  men  f  mountain  men- explorers  and  her¬ 
alds  of  American  westward  expansion. 

Plains  of  the  mighty ,  virgin  West 
Plains  in  cold ,  sterile  beauty  dressed , 

Your  time  of  fruit  drams  near! . . . 

The  conqueror  is  here  !  # 

!i(:JosephM.Hanson)“,rheFurTraders)”y(3//r//^/q/^/;^r- 
ican  History ill  (1924), 61, 63-4. 
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[hi]  The  Fur  Trade 


efore  his  first  trip  west  to  the  mountains 
in  1830,  young  Andrew  Sublette  gained  an 
insight  into  both  the  rewards  and  price  of  frontier 
life.  His  three  elder  brothers,  William,  Milton  and 
Pinckney,  between  1823-1830,  had  trapped  from 
the  upper  Missouri  basin  to  the  Gila  River,  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  opening  the  trails  for  a  subse¬ 
quent  generation  of  American  emigrants. 

William  Sublette,  Andrew’s  oldest  brother,  had 
joined  the  fur  expeditions  of  William  H.  Ashley 
when  the  latter  formed  a  partnership  in  1821  with 
Andrew  Henry,  an  experienced  and  longtime  fur 
trader  and  Missouri  resident. *  It  is  more  than  like¬ 
ly  that  Ashley  was  acquainted  with  the  Sublette 
name,  for  Ashley  had  emigrated  to  Missouri  from 
Powhatan  County,  Virginia,  the  long  established 

*For  the  extent  of’thc  early  exploits  of  William,  Milton  and 
Pinckney,  see  Doyce  B.  Nunis,  Jr. /‘The  Sublettes  ofKen- 
tucky:Their  Early  Contribution  to  the  Opening  of  theWest,” 
The  Register  of  the  Kentucky  I  Iistorical  Society,  lvii  (1959), 
20-34;  and  Sunder’s  biography  of  William. 
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THE  FUR  TRADE 

place  of  residence  for  the  Sublette  clan.  Perhaps 
his  former  association  with  that  family  led  Ashley 
to  welcome  one  of  his  former  neighbor’s  descend¬ 
ants  into  his  employment.* 

In  company  with  Jedediah  S.  Smith  and  David 
E.  Jackson,  William  Sublette  soon  became  a  com¬ 
manding  figure  in  the  fur  trade.  In  1826,  Ashley 
sold  out  to  the  three  young  partisans,  Smith,  Jack- 
son  and  Sublette.  From  that  moment  on,  the  name 
of  Sublette  became  a  by-word  on  the  fur  frontier.'!' 

At  the  same  time  William  Sublette  was  estab¬ 
lishing  himself  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  fur  trade, 
Milton  was  engaged  in  exploiting  the  beaver  of  the 

*\Villiam  H.  Ashley’s  family  had  long  resided  in  Powha¬ 
tan  County.  One  William  Ashley  married  Hannah  Pierce, 
March  9, 1762.  From  this  marriage  came  three  known  chil¬ 
dren:  Ann,  born  January  11,  1763;  Mary,  April  28,  1765; 
Hannah,  April  16, 1771. Other  members  of  the  Ashley  family 
which  have  records  are:  MaryAshley  married  FrancisBaker, 
December 6,  i765;anotherMary  married  Murray  Pace,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1775;  John  Ashley  married  Frances  Shepherd,  to 
whom  a  son,  named  John,  was  born  July  30, 1761.  W.  Mac. 
Jones,  ed.,  The  Douglas  Register  (Richmond,  1928),  10,  53, 
124, 153-54.  William  FI.  Ashley  was  born  in  Powhatan  Coun¬ 
ty  in  1774,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  above  William  Ashley 
was  his  father.  I  Iarrison  C.  Dale,  7 'he  Ashley-Smith  Explora¬ 
tions  (Rev.  ed.,  Glendale,  Calif.,  1941),  57  and  note. 

f  Articles  of  Agreement,  July  18, 1826.  Sublette  Papers,  MHS; 
Ashley  to  [  ?  ],  Jan.  1 1, 1829.  Ashley  Papers ,  MHS. 
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Gila  River  country. Milton’s  activities  in  the  South¬ 
west  come  to  light  in  1 826 :  he  was  then  engaged  in 
trapping  in  the  Gila  basin  as  a  member  of  a  small 
group  of  men  under  the  command  of  Le  Duke, 
this  in  defiance  of  the  Mexican  government’s  ban 
prohibiting  such  activity.  Because  of  Apache  hos¬ 
tility,  the  Le  Duke  party  joined  up  with  “Peg  Leg” 
Smith’s  fur-battalion,  later  attaching  itself  to  the 
Ewing  Young  expedition.  The  following  year,  Mil- 
ton  saw  service  with  Sylvestre  Pratte’s  party.* 

Thus  as  Andrew  Sublette  grew  to  manhood,  he 
watched  the  exploits  of  his  brothers  on  the  fur 
frontier  bring  adventure  and  rewards  for  their 
labors.  But  not  without  cost.  In  1828,  Pinckney 
Sublette  was  killed  by  Blackfeet  on  the  Portneuf 
River  in  Idaho  while  a  member  of  Samuel  Tullock’s 
trapping  party.f 

*Joseph  II.  Hill,  “Ewing  Young  in  the  Fur  Trade  of  the 
Far  Southwest,”  Oregon  Historical  Society  Quarterly,  xxiv 
( 1923),  24 ;  and, “New  Light  on  the  Pattie  and  the  Southwest 
Fur  Trade,”  Southwestern  Historical  Quarterly  y  xxvi  (1923), 
245 ;  Reuben  G.Thwaites,  ed.,  Early  Western  Travels ,  1748  — 
1846  (32  vols.,  Cleveland,  1907)  xx,  23-4;  David  Lavender, 
Bent's  Fort  (Garden  City,  N.  Y.,  1954),  67, 75-6 ;  Waldo  Rec¬ 
ollect  ions ,  65. 

f  “Report  on  the  Fur  Trade  West  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains,”  St.  Louis,  Oct.  24, 1828 ;  [Draft  fragment]  Ashley  to 
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When  William  Sublette  set  out  from  St.  Louis 
for  the  last  fur  trade  rendezvous  of  the  firm  of 
Smith,  Jackson  and  Sublette,  April  10, 1830,  An¬ 
drew  was  taken  along  for  his  first  trek  to  the  central 
mountain  area,  along  a  route  that  subsequently  be¬ 
came  known  as  the  Oregon  Trail,  a  path  largely 
traced  by  his  brother.  In  accompanying  the  expe¬ 
dition,  Andrew  witnessed  the  first  wagon  train 
west  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  north  of  New  Mexi¬ 
co,  for  in  the  trader-trapper  caravan  there  were  ten 
wagons  and  two  dearborns  drawn  by  mules,  along 
with  twelve  head  of  cattle  and  a  milk  cow.*  This 
feat  marked  an  epoch :  the  crossing  of  the  northern 
plains  by  a  wagon  train,  an  accomplishment  laden 
with  important  consequences  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Pacific  slope.  In  a  letter  to  John  H.  Eaton,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War,  Smith,  Jackson  and  Sublette  pointed 
out  the  importance  of  this  event - 

. .  to  show  the  facility  of  crossing  the  continent 
to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Columbia  with  wagons, 
the  ease  of  supporting  any  number  of  men  by  driv- 


Thornas  H.  Benton,  Jan.  20, 1829.  Ashley  Papers ,  mi  is  [latter 
printed  in  full,  U.  S.  Senate ,  Exec.  Doc.  No.  67  (Serial  181), 
20th  Cong.,  2nd  Sess.] 

*  Missouri  Republican,  April  13, 1830. 
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ing  cattle  to  supply  them  where  there  was  no  buf¬ 
falo..  ”* 


On  the  return  of  the  wagon  train  to  St.  Louis, 
October  io,  1830,  Andrew’s  activities  become  ob¬ 
scure  for  the  next  two  years.' f  It  is  probable  that 
when  his  eldest  brother,  William,  joined  his  for¬ 
mer  fur  trade  partner,  Jackson,  in  a  Santa  Fe  trade 
venture,  1831,  resulting  in  the  death  of  the  explorer 
so  distinguished  in  western  and  California  history, 
Jedediah  S.  Smith,  Andrew  was  left  behind. 

On  return  from  the  Santa  Fe  journey,  having 
sold  out  to  Dr.  David  Waldo, William  Sublette  pre¬ 
pared  to  return  to  the  fur  trade  in  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.^;  On  April  25, 1832,  he  received  a  permit  to 
trade  with  the  Indians  for  two  years  in  a  broadly 
defined  region  - 


“Camp  Defiance  on  the  supposed  waters  of  the 
Bonaventura;  at  [II |orsc  [PJrairieon  Clarks  river 
of  the  Columbia;  at  the  mouth  of  Lewis’  Fork  of  the 


*Smith,  Jackson  and  Sublette  to  John  H.  Eaton,  Oct.  29, 
1830.  Sublette  Papers ,  M H s ;  placed  in  U.  S.  Senate,  Exec. 
Doc.  No.  67  [Serial  18 1],  20th  Cong.,  2nd  Scss. 

f  Missouri  Republican,  Oct.  19, 1830. 

J  Waldo  Recollections,  87-8. 
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Columbia;  at  the  junction  of  the  Little  Horn  with 
the  Big  Horn,  and  the  Quamash  flats  of  Lewis’  fork 
of  the  Columbia;  at  a  place  called  Union  Point  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  (near  the  foot  of  the 
mountains);  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bear  river  on  the 
waters  of  Grand  River  or  Colorado  of  the  W  est  &  at 
a  point  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  River.” 

With  this  permit  plans  were  laid  for  a  trip  west. 
Among  the  personnel  that  made  the  journey  was 
Andrew  Sublette.*  This  trip  was  to  mark  his  effec¬ 
tive  debut  on  the  frontier  scene  as  a  mountain  man. 

The  Sublette  venture  of  1832  proved  a  success 
financially.'!'  It  also  marked  another  event  of  great 
significance  for  the  Pacific  coast- the  first  eastern 
party  traveling  in  the  west-Nathaniel  B.  Wyeth’s. 
As  Wyeth’s  cousin,  J  ohn,  relates : 

“Just  before  we  started  from  this  place  [Independ¬ 
ence!,  a  company  of  sixty-two  in  number  arrived 
from  St.  Louis,  under  the  command  of  William 
Sublet,  Esq.,  an  experienced  Indian  trader  bound, 
like  ourselves,  to  the  American  Alps,  the  Rocky 

*  Sublette  Papers ,  M  Its. 

fWycth  put  Sublette’s  fur  catch  at  $80,000.  Thwaites, 
xxi,  81.  The  Arkansas  Gazette  fict.  3 1,1832,  valued  the  catch 
at  $6o,ooo. 
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Mountains,  and  we  joined  company  with  him  and 
it  was  very  lucky  that  we  did.”  * 

Indeed,  it  was  lucky  for  the  easterners,  for  on  July 
1 8,  the  Blackfeet  Indians  attacked  the  caravan  Wy¬ 
eth  and  his  friends  were  traveling  with;  had  it  not 
been  for  the  nearness  of  William  Sublette  and  his 
fur  men,  disaster  would  have  been  complete. 

On  his  return  to  Lexington,  Missouri,  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  William  Sublette  wrote  the  particulars  of 
the  trip  west  to  the  mountains,  including  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hostility  of  the  Blackfeet  to  William 
H.  Ashley - 

“I  left  the  settlements  on  the  13th  May,  and  on 
2d  of  July,  on  the  head  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West, 
a  party  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians  endeavored  to  en¬ 
ter  my  camp  at  night,  but  finding  a  strong  guard 
around  it  they  thought  it  dangerous,  and,  after  se¬ 
curing  some  loose  horses  (which,  on  account  of 
being  too  poor  for  service,  were  not  kept  in  the  en¬ 
campment)  and  finding  they  could  get  no  more, 
they  fired  on  us  and  immediately  run  off.  The  only 
injury  sustained  was  two  mules  slightly  wounded. 

“I  arrived  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  river  on 

*Thwaitcs,  xxi,  47-9.  (Italics  in  original.) 
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the  4th  of  July,  and  on  the  8th  at  the  rendezvous 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Hunters,  on  the  Columbia 
river  west  of  the  Three  Teton  Mountains. 

“On  the  1 8th  July,  about  6  miles  from  my  camp, 
an  engagement  took  place  between  a  small  party  of 
whites,  who  had  started  for  their  hunting  ground 
the  day  before,  and  a  party  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians. 
An  express  was  immediately  sent  to  my  camp,  and 
I  was  joined  by  a  considerable  number  of  whites 
and  some  friendly  Indians  of  the  Pierced-nose  and 
Flathead  nations,  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  those 
engaged.  When  we  arrived  at  the  spot,  we  found  the 
Blackfeet  had  taken  possession  of  a  point  of  wood, 
surrounded  by  willows,  where  they  had  formed  a 
strong  fort  of  fallen  timber,  and  had  dug  holes  in 
the  ground  inside  the  Fort,  where  they  could  lie 
secure  from  our  fire.  Finding  them  thus  fortified 
and  that  we  were  exposed  to  their  fire  on  the  prairie 
without  being  able  to  injure  them,  I  proposed  en¬ 
tering  the  willows  &  approaching  their  fort,  where 
we  would  be  on  more  equal  footing.  I  was  joined 
by  about  30  whites  and  as  many  friendly  Indians, 
making  our  force  nearly  equal  to  that  of  our  enemy. 
We  advanced  within  fifteen  paces  of  their  fort,  and 
continued  firing  on  them,  which  they  vigorously 
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returned  for  some  time.  Discovering  at  length  that 
they  were  to  [sic]  securely  protected  against  our 
rifles,  we  determined  on  burning  their  fort,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  wishes  of  our  friendly  Indians,  who 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  plunder.  Having  placed 
a  train  of  dry  wood  to  reach  their  fort,  and  when 
early  prepared  to  apply  fire  to  it,  one  of  our  friendly 
Indians,  who  spoke  the  Blackfcct  language,  and 
had  held  a  conversation  with  them  during  the  en¬ 
gagement,  was  told  by  them  that  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  would  kill  them  all,  but  that  6  or  800 
warriors  of  their  tribe  were  momentarily  expected 
there,  who  would  give  us  enough  of  fighting.  Ow¬ 
ing  to  the  misconstruction  of  the  interpreter  who 
communicated  it  to  the  whites,  he  was  understood 
to  say,  that  6  or  800  warriors  were  then  in  the  valley 
attacking  our  camp;  consequently  the  fight  was 
immediately  discontinued,  and  not  until  we  got  to 
the  prairie  was  the  matter  properly  explained.  It 
was  then  deemed  too  late  to  renew  the  attack. 

uWe  lost  in  the  engagement  Mr.  St.  Clair,  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  who  was  killed  before  we  reached  the  fort. 
Another  man, who  too  fearlessly  ventured  up  to  the 
fort  and  fired  into  it,  received  two  balls  in  the  head 
and  was  killed  on  the  spot.  Thomas  (Quigley,  of  St. 
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Louis,  was  wounded  in  the  head,  and  I  understood 
died,  on  the  8th  day  afterwards.  He  had  started 
with  a  trapping  party  who  were  about30  miles  from 
my  camp.  Miller,  of  Boone  county,  in  this  state, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  body, which  I  fear  will 
have  proved  fatal.  Myself  and  three  other  whites, 
were  wounded.  Six  of  the  Pierced-nose  Indians 
were  killed,  and  two  wounded. 

“Next  morning  a  party  of  whites  went  to  the 
battle  ground  and  found  the  Indians  had  fled  to 
the  mountains  in  the  night, bearing  with  them  their 
wounded  on  litters.  They  left  nearly  all  their  bag¬ 
gage,  and  had  nine  warriors  and  20  horses  killed  on 
the  ground. 

“On  the  25th  July,  7  men  started  for  Missouri, 
&  on  the  26th  came  upon  a  party  of  about  20  Black- 
feet,  who  killed  two  of  them,  Moore  and  Foy,and 
wounded  Alfred  K.  Stephens,  of  St.  Louis,  in  the 
thigh,  supposed  at  the  time  not  dangerously.  The 
party  returned  to  the  camp. The  wound  of  Stephens 
fortified,  and  he  died  on  the  30th  July. 

“I  left  the  rendezvous  on  the  30th  of  July,  and 
the  Columbia  river  on  the  3d  of  August.  On  the 
4th,  passed  the  6  or  800  warriors,  which  we  were 
told  of  by  the  party  with  whom  we  fought  on  the 
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1 8th  of  July.  I  expected  an  attack  from  them  daily, 
as  my  force  was  only  about  60  men ;  but,  from  some 
cause  unknown  to  me,  they  suffered  us  to  pass  un¬ 
molested.  My  party  arrived  here  on  the  21st  Sep¬ 
tember,  all  in  good  health. 

“The  whole  number  of  men  killed  by  the  Black- 
feet  Indians,  belonging  to  the  different  companies 
in  that  country,  during  the  last  year,  amounts  to  9, 
a  part  of  whom  were  killed  after  my  arrival  there.”* 

Fortunately,  the  Battle  of  Pierre’s  Hole,  as  it  was 
named,  was  decisively  won  by  the  Americans.  As 
John  B.  Wyeth  remarked, “[William  Sublette]  was, 
under  Providence,  the  instrument  of  our  preserva¬ 
tion.”  Andrew  played  an  active  part  in  that  Indian 
battle  since  he  was  a  member  of  his  elder  brother’s 
company.]' 

William  Sublette,  on  his  return  from  the  profit¬ 
able  1832  trip,  entered  into  partnership  with  an 
old  friend,  Robert  Campbell.  Born  in  Aughalane, 

*Printed  in  the  St.  Louis  Beacon,  Oct.  1 1 , 1832;  Arkansas 
Gazette ,  Oct.  31, 1832. 

fThwaites,  xxi,  67-74;  [Robert  Campbell]  Letter,  Lewis 
Fork,  July  18, 1832,  printed  in  The  National  Atlas,  and  'Tues¬ 
day  Morning  Mail  [Philadelphia],  Nov.  8, 1836.  Microcopy, 
courtesy  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 
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County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1804,  Campbell  fol¬ 
lowed  his  elder  brother,  Hugh,  to  America  in  1 822, 
joining  him  at  Milton,  South  Carolina.  After  two 
years  of  business  pursuits  in  Milton,  Richmond, 
and  Philadelphia,  Campbell  moved  to  St.  Louis  in 
1824.  A  year  later,  because  of  a  lung  illness,  on  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  physician,  he  joined  Ashley  and  Smith’s 
1825  fur  trapping  expedition  and  journeyed  to  the 
mountains.  There  in  the  Rockies,  he  regained  his 
health  and  established  his  friendship  with  William 
Sublette.  That  association  begun  in  1826,  culmi¬ 
nated  in  their  joint  business  venture  in  1832,  the 
partnership  agreement  being  executed  on  Decem¬ 
ber  20.* 

The  object  of  the  new  company  was  directed  at 
competing  with  the  American  Fur  Company  for 
the  fur  harvest  on  the  upper  Missouri  River.  Sup¬ 
ported  by  their  former  employer  and  intimate 
friend,  Ashley,  from  his  seat  in  the  1  louse  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  Sublette  and  Campbell  within  a  year 
made  costly  inroads  into  the  operations  and  profits 
of  John  Jacob  Astor’s  firm.  By  shrewd  manipula¬ 
tion  of  fur  prices,  Sublette  and  Campbell  wreaked 

*  Campbell  Corres.,  3-8;  Chittenden,  1, 260-61 ;  Morgan, 
181 ;  Sunder,  Chs.  7-10,  details  the  partnership. 
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havoc  on  the  long  established  American  Fur  Com- 
pany  * 

Under  employment  by  Sublette  and  Campbell, 
Andrew  gained  considerable  experience  as  one  of 
their  field  men.  Already,  by  1832,  Andrew’s  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  mountain  man  was  gaining  recognition. 
John  B.  Wyeth  recorded  one  of  Andrew’s  skillful 
accomplishments  in  his  Journal ,  noting  that  An¬ 
drew  was  “an  admirable  marksman.”  It  seems  that 
the  young  Sublette  had  developed  the  art  of  cap¬ 
turing  a  wild  horse  by  creasing  the  animal  with  a 
rifle -the  idea  being  “only  to  graze  the  vital  part” 
of  the  animal  so  as  to  fell  him,  then  hobble  the 
fallen  creature.f  By  1 83 2,  then, it  would  appear  that 
Andrew  Sublette  was  prepared  to  hold  his  own  on 
the  far-frontier  both  as  a  trapper-trader  and  fron¬ 
tiersman. 

In  1833,  Andrew  began  his  active  role  as  a  field 
man  for  Sublette  and  Campbell.  As  to  his  exact 

*Kenneth  W.  Porter, John  Jacob  Astor ,  Business  Man  (2 
vols.,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1931),  11,  770.  Ashley  had  been 
elected  to  Congress  in  a  special  election  in  1831,  and  took 
his  seat  Dec.  5.  St.  Louis  Beacon ,  Nov.  10,  Dec.  8, 15, 1830; 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  Abridgment  of  the  Debates  of  Congress 
(16  vols.,  New  York,  1857-61),  xi,  539.  Dale,  173-76,  gives 
a  brief  resume  of  Ashley’s  Congressional  career. 

fThwaites,  xxi,  56, 87-8. 
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movements,  one  is  left  to  speculation.  Since  Sub¬ 
lette  and  Campbell  split  their  enterprise  that  year 
into  two  parties,  probability  would  lead  one  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  Andrew  journeyed  with  his  elder  broth¬ 
er’s  party.  Loading  his  party  on  the  steamboat  Otto , 
William  ascended  the  Missouri  with  a  full  comple¬ 
ment  of  men  and  a  large  quantity  of  supplies.  His 
plans  were  singular:  he  was  determined  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  American  Fur  Company  in  its  all  but 
private  possession,  the  fur  domain  of  the  upper 
Missouri,  by  establishing  rival  forts  near  the  older 
firm’s  trading  posts. 

The  first  Missouri  River  post  he  established  was 
close  to  old  Fort  Lisa,  located  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Platte  River  where  it  empties  into  the  Missouri. 
Fort  Lisa  lay  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Missouri, 
some  ten  or  twelve  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Big  Knife.  It  had  been  established  around  1823  and 
later  was  renamed  Fort  Vanderburgh.  I  Iere,  in  late 
spring,  1 833,  Sublette  founded  his  first  post,  a  little 
below  the  rival  outpost. 

Moving  on  upstream,  Sublette  located  his  sec¬ 
ond  establishment  near  old  Fort  Kiowa  or  Fort 
Lookout  which  had  been  built  in  1822  by  his  com¬ 
petitors.  The  site  for  this  second  Sublette  and 
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Campbell  post  was  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri,  about  ten  miles  above  present  Chamberlain, 
South  Dakota. 

From  that  placeWilliam  Sublette  sent  his  steam¬ 
boat  back  to  St.  Louis  and  conveyed  his  party  in 
keelboats  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone,  arriving 
August  29. There  he  met  his  partner,  Robert  Camp¬ 
bell  on  the  following  day.  Campbell  had  in  the 
meantime  captained  the  yearly  supply  train  out  to 
the  rendezvous  which  was  held  on  Horse  Creek. 
In  the  course  of  his  overland  trip  west  from  St. 
Louis,  Campbell  had  frequent  contact  with  the 
Bonneville  expedition  then  exploring  and  exploit¬ 
ing  trade  in  the  upper  Missouri  basin  and  the  trans- 
montane  region.  It  was  here  at  the  rendezvous  of 
the  two  partners,  where  the  Yellowstone  flows  into 
the  Missouri,  that  a  third  site  was  selected  and  con¬ 
struction  begun  on  a  fort  which  was  duly  christened 
William  in  honor  of  Campbell’s  senior  partner. 

With  the  year’s  fur  catch  safely  delivered  to  him 
by  Campbell  from  the  rendezvous  trading,  Sub¬ 
lette  left  his  junior  partner  at  Fort  William  to  win¬ 
ter  while  he  returned,  with  Andrew,  in  keelboats 
to  St.  Louis.  On  his  descent  of  the  river,  Sublette 
established  a  fourth  post. 
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For  this  post,  he  chose  a  site  a  “little  below  old, 
Fort  Tecumseh.”  This  latter  post  had  been  first 
located  two  or  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Teton,  about  1822,  and  in  December,  1827,  was 
turned  over  to  the  American  Fur  Company.  Later 
a  new  spot  was  chosen  and  the  fort  rebuilt  three 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Teton,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  from  the  Missouri  River.  It  had  been 
completed  in  April,  1832  and  was  christened  Fort 
Pierre.  T 0  offer  that  rival  fort  effective  competition 
for  the  furs  in  the  area,  Sublette,  October  17, 1833, 
established  one  for  his  own  firm.  In  addition  to 
these  major  posts,  a  number  of  lesser  ones  were 
also  established.* 

By  contrast  to  the  slim  record  of  Andrew’s  1833 
pursuits,  1834  finds  his  activities  n  ore  frequently 
recorded.  During  1833  while  Sublette  and  Camp¬ 
bell  were  engaging  the  American  Fur  Company  in 

*This  account  of  the  1833  operation  of  Sublette  and 
Campbell  is  based  on  the  Campbell  Pajers  provided  this 
writer  by  Dale  L.  Morgan  who  is  preparing  them  for  future 
publication.  Also,  Campbell’s  letters  that  appeared  in  the 
[Philadelphia]  National  Atlas,  Nov.  1 , 1 5, 1 836.  Other  details 
were  obtained  from  Chittenden,  1, 350-5 1 ;  11, 953, 955-57, 
960,  and  Irving,  150-66,  and  Sunder’s  biography. 

For  precise  location  of  the  Sublette  and  Campbell  posts, 
consult  Frederick  T.  Wilson, “Pierre  and  Its  Neighbors,” 
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a  fur  trade  war  on  the  upper  Missouri,  another 
challenge  to  their  business  interests  emerged  in  the 
transmontane  region.  There  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Fur  Company  contracted  with  Nathaniel  Wyeth 
for  their  field  supplies  for  1834.  One  of  the  part¬ 
ners  of  that  firm  was  Milton  Sublette,  Andrew’s 
second  eldest  brother.  By  the  spring  of  1834,  Sub¬ 
lette  and  Campbell,  though  they  had  been  apa¬ 
thetic  toward  this  eastern  invasion  of  their  business 
territory,  moved  to  swift  action  when  the  threat 
matured  in  April  1834.  When  the  caravan  started 
from  Independence,  April  24, 1834,  composed  of 
Wyeth’s  supplies,  captained  by  Milton  Sublette, 
Sublette  quickly  assembled  his  own  supply  train. 
Leaving  St.  Louis,  April  20, with  thirty-seven  men 
and  ninety-five  horses,  Sublette,  moving  swiftly, 
overtook  and  outdistanced  Wyeth,  beating  him  to 

South  Dakota  Historical  Collections ,i  (1902),  266-78,  and 
the  accompanying  editorial  notes  by  Charles  E.  DeLand, 
//>/</.,  3 17-79;  “Fort  Tecumseh  and  Fort  Pierre  Journal  and 
Letter  Books, ’’abstracted  by  Charles  E.  DeLand  and  edited 
by  Doane  Robinson,  South  Dakota  Historical  Collections , 
IX  (1918),  151-67;  Ray  H.  Mattison,  “Report  on  Historical 
Aspects  of  the  Oahe  Reservoir  Area,  Missouri  River,  South 
and  North  Dakota,”  South  Dakota  Historical  Collections , 
XXVII  (1954),  3,  8, 22  and  note.  There  is  an  excellent  map  in 
the  latter  on  p.  8. 
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the  rendezvous.  Wyeth’s  defeat  was  in  no  small 
part  due  to  Milton  Sublette’s  indisposition  and 
forced  return  to  St.  Louis. 

On  the  way  to  the  rendezvous  site  on  the  Green 
River  near  Ham’s  Fork,  Sublette  paused  on  May 
3 1  at  the  mouth  of  Laramie’s  Fork  where  it  empties 
into  the  Platte  River.  It  was  William  Sublette’s  in¬ 
tention  to  erect  a  trader-fort.  His  intent  was  clear: 
to  preclude  any  further  possibility  of  inroads  into 
his  firm’s  fur  trade  profits.  On  June  1,  the  work 
commenced.  William  Marshall  Anderson,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  caravan,  recorded  the  occasion  in  his 
narrative  of  the  trip  — 

“This  day  we  laid  the  foundation  log  of  a  fort, 
on  Laramec’s  [mj  fork.  A  friendly  dispute  arose 
between  our  leader  and  myself,  as  to  the  name.  He 
proposed  to  call  it  Fort  Anderson,  I  insisted  upon 
baptising  it  Fort  Sublette,  and  holding  the  trump 
card  in  my  hand, (a  bottle  of  champagne)  was  about 
to  claim  the  trick.  Sublette  stood  by,  cup  reversed, 
still  objecting,  when  [William]  Patton  offered  a 
compromise  which  was  accepted,  and  the  foam 
flew,  in  honor  of  Fort  William,  which  contained 
the  triad  pre-names  of  clerk,  leader  and  friend. 
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Leaving  Patton  and  fourteen  men  to  finish  the  job, 
we  started  upwards.”  # 

Leaving  a  detachment  of  men  to  complete  the 
fort,  Sublette  pressed  on  toward  the  rendezvous. 
On  June  9th,  a  letter  was  received  by  the  company 
from  Louis  Vasquez,  a  long-time  fur  trapper  in  the 
transmontane  region, who  had  not  been  heard  from 
in  some  time.  On  the  following  14th,  Vasquez,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  met  the  Sub¬ 
lette  train.  Two  days  later,  the  rendezvous  com¬ 
menced.  Wyeth  arrived  on  the  1 8th — he  was  too 
late.  William  Sublette  had  cunningly  undercut  the 
Wyeth  venture.  In  so  doing  he  also  alienated  his 
second  brother,  Milton.  On  July  10th,  Sublette 
started  his  return  to  St.  Louis. 

On  his  trip  back  to  St.  Louis  with  the  year’s  fur 
catch, William  made  contact  with  Andrew.William 
M.  Anderson  wrote  in  his  diary,  August  16- 

*Albert  J.  Partoll,  ed.,  “Anderson’s  Narrative  of  a  Ride  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1834,”  Historical  Reprints,  Sources 
of  Northwest  History,  No.  27  (Missoula,  Mont.,  n.d.)  [Re¬ 
print  from  Frontier  and  Midland,  xix  (No.  1, 1938),  12  pp.], 
5.  (Hereinafter  cited  Anderson  Narrative.)  This  fort  became 
famous  as  Fort  Laramie.  See  LeRoy  R.  Hafen  and  Francis 
M.  Young,  Fort  Laramie  and  the  Pageant  of  the  West,  1 834— 
1890  (Glendale,  Calif.,  1938),  18-38. 
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“A.W.  Sublette  left  his  name  on  a  tree  [on  the 
Platte  River  near  Independence  Rock],  where  I 
carved  mine  5  June,  indicating  that  he  had  reached 
that  place  from  the  Yellow  Stone.  [H]e  was  at  the 
butes  [Red  Butes]  30th  of  July- 1834.” 


Andrew’s  appearance  was  by  no  means  unex¬ 
pected.  He  was  traveling  on  urgent  business  for 

Sublette  and  Campbell.*  1951347 

When  Sublette  and  Campbell  pushed  so  dar¬ 
ingly  into  the  upper  Missouri  in  1833  to  brazenly 
compete  with  the  long  established  American  Fur 
Company,  their  success  was  fairly  modest.  By  their 
dash  and  nerve,  they  were  able  to  bluff  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Astor  concern  into  buying  them  off. 
Kenneth  McKenzie,  the  chief  field  man  for  the 
American  Fur  Company  in  the  upper  Missouri, 
realized  the  shallowness  of  the  bluff,  for  he  well 
knew  that  Sublette  and  Campbell  could  not  sus¬ 
tain  the  pressure  of  rising  fur  prices,  the  major 
weapon  being  used  in  their  venture.  So,  Me  Kenzie 
retaliated  in  kind,  giving  his  traders  free  reign  to 


*Diary  of  William  M.  Anderson,  MS.  (2  vols.)  vol.  I,  HEM. 
(Hereinafter  cited  Anderson  Diary. );  Campbell  Letters;  Lu- 
cien  Fontenelle  to  Pierre  Chouteau,  Sept.  17, 1834.  Printed 
in  Chittenden,  I,  304-05,  note. 
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effectively  compete.  He  earnestly  wrote  to  Astor, 
December  16,  1833:“... I  might  in  some  degree 
counteract  the  plans  of  Mr.  Sublett[e]  &  his  part¬ 
ners  and  inspire  our  several  clerks  and  traders  with 
zeal  and  energy  to  drive  them  from  the  field.”  But 
the  prospects  of  greater  losses  from  the  upper  Mis¬ 
souri  outpost  were  conversely  received  by  the  com¬ 
pany  directors. 

Sublette  and  Campbell  had  a  genuine  motive 
behind  their  Missouri  invasion  of  the  American 
Fur  Company’s  fur  domain.  By  1832,  traders  from 
the  Astor  firm  were  beginning  to  push  their  oper¬ 
ations  into  the  transmontane  area.  This  region  had 
long  been  staked  out  by  Sublette  as  his  fur  field  for 
exploitation.  To  prevent  the  larger  company  from 
getting  fully  established  in  his  pre-empted  sphere, 
he  decided  to  move  aggressively  and  flamboyantly 
against  them. 

Such  was  the  motive  behind  his  1833  upper 
Missouri  River  enterprise-and  it  worked.* 

On  reaching  St.  Louis  after  his  journey  up  to  the 
Yellowstone  in  the  fall  of  1833,  William  departed 

*Ctimpbell  Papers;  Annie  H.  Abel,  ed.,  Chardon's Journal 
at  Fort  Clark ,  1834-1839  (Pierre,  S.  D.,  1932),  380.  A  con¬ 
densed  treatment  of  this  business  clash  is  found  in  Porter, 
II,  768-71.  Sunder,  Ch.  7-8,  for  another  view. 
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for  the  east  to  dispose  of  the  year’s  fur  harvest  and 
make  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  supplies 
for  the  next  year’s  trading.  He  arrived  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  January  22,  1834,  and  after  visiting  for  one 
day  with  Robert  Campbell’s  brother,  Hugh,  left  for 
New  York.  His  objective  in  that  city  was  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  the  American  Fur  Company  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  settle  the  rivalry  being  generated  for  the 
furs  of  the  upper  Missouri  basin. 

After  a  week’s  intensive  discussion  with  the  As- 
tor  firm,  William  returned  to  Philadelphia  around 
February  4.  Hugh  Campbell,  writing  to  his  broth¬ 
er,  February  14,  reported : 

uAs  you  are  deeply  interested  in  the  agreement 
made  with  the  A[merican]  F[ur]  Co.,  I  may  as  well 
give  my  opinion  of  that  matter.  In  no  instance  have 
I  ever  known  a  settlement  conducted  with  more 
ability  than  our  friend | ’s].  Mr.  Sublette  never 
shown  himself  to  more  advantage  than  in  bring 
those  men  to  terms  agreed  on.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  comprehend  the  bearings  of  every  question 
involved -but  with  regard  to  the  importance  of 
setting  at  rest  all  competition  (Improfitable  to  both 
parties)  &  receiving  payment  for  useless  trumpery, 
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I  think  the  compromise  is  excellent.  The  article  it 
self  looks  like  a  treaty  of  peace  betwinst  sovereign 
potentates -perhaps  I  might  add,  a  little  resem¬ 
bling  the  partition  of  Poland  too  -  but  after  all  there 
is  something  in  it  which  has  gratified  my  pride. 
That  despotic  Company  have  by  this  document 
acknowledged  your  equality  (I  might  say  superi¬ 
ority)  and  have  obliged  to  pay  well  for  a  cessation 
of  hostility.  You  quit  your  forts  with  all  the  honors 
and  some  of  the  Spoils  of  war,  to  use  a  military 
phrase.” 

In  triumph, William  left  Philadelphia  a  few  days 
later  for  St.  Louis  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
transfer  of  Sublette  and  Campbell  property  on 
the  upper  Missouri  to  the  American  Fur  Com¬ 
pany.* 

It  became  Andrew’s  task  to  execute  the  final 
arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  the  Sublette  and 
Campbell  property  and  interests  in  the  upper  Mis¬ 
souri  to  the  American  Fur  Company.  Andrew’s 
role  in  this  transaction  was  specific. 

When  William  Sublette  reached  St.  Louis  after 
his  eastern  trip,  he  despatched  Andrew  with  the 

^Campbell Papers]  Sunder,  Ch.  8,  for  details. 
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necessary  business  letters  and  papers  for  effecting 
the  transfer  of  Sublette  and  Campbell  interests  to 
the  American  Fur  Company.  Andrew’s  destina¬ 
tion  was  Fort  William  on  the  Yellowstone.  He  was 
to  turn  the  documents  over  to  Robert  Campbell 
who  had  wintered  there  and  assist  him  in  executing 
the  agreement  A 

Kenneth  McKenzie,  writing  from  Fort  Union 
(near  Fort  William  on  the  Yellowstone)  to  Justin 
Grosclaude,  one  of  his  clerks,  July  7, 1834,  com¬ 
mented - 

“Having  bought  out  Sublette  &  Co.  and  under¬ 
standing  they  have  some  articles  of  Merchandise  in 
cache  near  your  fort,  I  hereby  instruct  you  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  on  my  acct.  from  Mr.  Andrew 
Sublett[e]  or  such  other  Agent  as  Messrs.  Sublette 
&  Co.  may  appoint  to  deliver  them  to  you  at  Ft. 
Cass.  Let  them  all  be  carefully  examined  and  if  any 
imperfection  appears  mark  it  on  the  Inventory  you 
will  take  thereof,  of  which  let  there  be  two  Copies 
with  exact  weights,  marks,  numbers,  lengths,  &c. 
You  will  sign  them  both  and  deliver  one  to  Mr. 
A.  Sublette  and  retain  the  other,  packing  up  or 


*  Campbell  Papers. 
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keeping  the  entire  parcel  of  Merchandize  apart 
untill  iMr.  Tolloch’s  [sic]  arrival.  [Y]ou  will  have 
further  instructions  from  me  respecting  them.”  * 

From  Fort  Union,  Andrew  probably  proceeded 
up  the  Yellowstone  to  Fort  Cass  which  was  located 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Big  Horn.  Having  trans¬ 
acted  his  business  there  he  began  his  return  trip  in 
company  with  Robert  Campbell  to  report  to  his 
elder  brother  on  the  outcome  of  the  transfer  of  the 
Sublette  and  Campbell  interests  to  the  American 
Fur  Company.  Likely,  Andrew  left  Fort  Cass  and 
ascended  the  Big  Horn.  This  would  have  put  him 
within  easy  reach  of  Independence  Rock.  From 
William  M.  Anderson’s  diary  it  is  clear  that  he  was 
on  his  way  from  the  Yellowstone  when  Marshall 
saw  his  name  carved  in  a  tree  near  Independence 
Rock,  later  noting  that  Andrew  arrived  at  the  Red 
Buttes  July  30.  This  would  have  placed  him  about 
150  miles  above  the  new  Sublette  and  Campbell 
fort  being  built  on  the  Platte  River  at  Laramie’s 

*Abel,  329.  (Punctuation  supplied.)  The  reference  toTol- 
loch  is  Samuel  Tullock,  a  long  experienced  fur  trader.  A 
notation  in  the  Kennedy  Journal  sets  the  date  of  transfer  in 
the  field  as  June  12,  1834.  Also,  see  invoice  dated  June  18. 
Ibid.,  207, 328-30. 


J't  ra,  >  -.7  l < i 'A A 


mqe  s>xMn*ibn '  *k>  >  .  ribiui  31*1  £U' 

av,  '  i  r  uo[  ]  U  -/ins  (*  V  '  xi:  ':  r?  .*ij /  '.M-: 


-v»i  r,  1  rn<  ’ ?  '  Ji  ,  u 4ii  J*»  su 

\  fji  ir  ■  ji  ;ii*:  nsgpdoci  a  x  rtxatud  m>  bji  ji 
.  ;<  b  )<ff  ':  A  >>r  -{"i  *  ■  tr  . 


•  '  1  •  i  i>»i  y  *j  '  >  f  y  -j.:. 

muiliKt*  d  ;,ijj  >v,  ai*  i  .  •  ;  .  il  !  Jui  xa 

i.,.  ,!  •  hi.;  -  •  ' 

•K-,/ s.l  rr  :ns  b?r  iL;i ( *  v.<  nb  '.  ki£.i,:i7/ 
’•  [:>]  •?/  iwrftf  om  tetfc'bY  )  r  ;«  1  v  if-  *i 
:oj?,>br .  r  •  h'-o  wnh  abi 

•  '  • 

.!  V;  lOViyT  S>’|*  ,  xli  no  'ij  .  •;  u 

ii «  idV.  jt  j:  . -j i ; ; y. •  ■ . .  •*•.*>  •]  no  i, 

fU  r.w\  frj  .  b  .  /m./.*  :«<•  {oi! /•.  i  ,>i t  5:ii/j  hi*.  >  Il 

■:}  \ 


THE  FUR  TRADE  41 

Fork.  Probably  here  Andrew  met  William  and  gave 
his  report.  His  mission  was  completed.* 

After  William  left  Fort  William  (later  known  as 
Fort  Laramie),  Andrew  remained  to  winter.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  there  he  became  acquainted  with  Louis 
Vasquez.  Apparently  Vasquez  was  able  to  persuade 
Andrew  to  accompany  him  to  the  South  Platte  in 
search  of  newer  fur  regions  to  harvest  and  a  warmer 
clime  in  which  to  spend  the  approaching  winter. 
Thus  we  find  Louis  Vasquez  writing  to  his  brother, 
Benito,  December  30, 1834,  from  “Fort  Conven¬ 
ience,”  that  he  was  sending  Andrew  Sublette  down 
to  St.  Louis  with  another  load  of  robes. f 
Sometime  during  the  month  of  January,  1835, 
Andrew  returned  to  St.  Louis.  His  association  with 
Vasquez  during  the  fall  and  early  winter  of  1834, 
prepared  the  way  for  a  new  development  in  his  fur 
career,  and  eventual  partnership.  By  the  summer 
of  1835,  the  matter  was  arranged,  although  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  by  the  winter  of  1 834,  Vasquez 
and  Andrew  had  a  gentlemen’s  understanding  on 

*On  Sept.  23, 1834,  Andrew  signed  a  legal  document  giv¬ 
ing  his  elder  brother  William  power  of  attorney.  Sublette 
Papers ,  MHS. 

J  Vasquez  Pa pers ,  M  H  s . 
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their  joint  venture.  It  was  put  into  legal  form  when 
Andrew  returned  from  the  1835  rendezvous  with 
Robert  Campbell  and  his  small  caravan.* 

With  the  183  5  rendezvous,  Sublette  and  Camp¬ 
bell  fully  realized  that  their  days  in  the  fur  trade  as 
suppliers  and  contractors  to  the  needs  of  the  fur 
men  were  over.  William  Sublette’s  actions  in  un¬ 
dercutting  Wyeth’s  business  venture  in  1834  had 
left  much  resentment  among  important  trappers. 
That  event,  among  others,  forced  a  realignment  of 
the  fur  traders  and  alienated  many  a  former  friend 
of  William  Sublette  not  to  mention  his  own  broth¬ 
er  Milton.  In  1835  when  Milton  and  his  friends, 
Fitzpatrick  and  Bridger,  joined  with  the  American 
Fur  Company,  William  knew  that  he  was  actually 
defeated.  By  1835,111  the  bargain,  furs  were  getting 
scarce  and  prices  were  declining.  Always  men  of 
foresight,  William  Sublette  and  his  partner,  Rob¬ 
ert  Campbell,  saw  naught  but  diminishing  returns 
from  their  fur  trade  enterprise.  They  sold  Fort 
William  on  the  Platte,  and  wisely  transferred  their 

*Conversation  with  Dale  L.  Morgan,  Bancroft  Library, 
August,  1958;  letter  from  Morgan,  Dec.  31, 1958;  Campbell 
Papers;  Archer  B.  Hulbert,  ed.,  Marcus  Whitman:  Crusader 
(Denver,  1936),  June  27, 1835,  diary  entry,  15 1. 
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interests  to  more  durable  things:  banking,  real  es¬ 
tate,  and  commercial  shops  in  St.  Louis. # 

It  was  with  this  disassociation  from  the  fur  trade 
of  Sublette  and  Campbell  that  Andrew  found  him¬ 
self  unemployed.  Having  been  bred  to  the  frontier, 
having  yet  to  make  his“mark”and  fortune,  he  stub¬ 
bornly  clung  to  the  fur  trade.  It  was  this  situation 
that  brought  about  his  partnership  with  Vasquez. 

But  before  turning  to  the  activities  of  Andrew 
in  his  business  association  with  Louis  Vasquez,  it 
would  be  well  to  relate,  briefly,  an  account  of  the 
parallel  events,  1832-1837,  of  his  second  eldest 
brother,  Milton  Sublette.  For  in  Milton’s  life  and 
death,  there  is  an  undoubted  influence  on  Andrew’s 
decision  to  continue  the  family  fur  trade  tradition. 
This  influence,  coupled  with  the  withdrawal  of 
Sublette  and  Campbell  from  the  fur  scene,  created 
for  Andrew  the  motivation  for  entering  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Vasquez  as  independent  fur  traders. 


^Campbell  Letters.  William  was  appointed  a  director  for 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  chartered  Feb.  2,  1837. 
Sublette  Papers,  MHS.  He  also  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
wholesale  dry  goods  store  in  St.  Louis.  Saint  Louis  Directory , 
1842  (St.  Louis,  1842),  129.  S  under’s  biography  of  William 
treats  this  phase  in  extenso. 
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[IV]  Family  Tradition 
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etween  1832-1836,  while  Andrew  was 
putting  in  his  apprenticeship  on  the  frontier 
in  the  employ  of  Sublette  and  Campbell,  his  sec¬ 
ond  eldest  brother,  Milton,  was  actively  engaged 
in  trying  to  amass  his  own  personal  fortune,  first 
as  a  member-partner  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Fur 
Company,  and  later  as  an  active  participant  with 
Nathaniel  Wyeth  and  others  in  an  independent 
trapping-trading  operation.  The  Rocky  Mountain 
Fur  Company  appeared  as  the  successor  to  Smith, 
Jackson  and  Sublette  in  1830.  When  the  partners 
composing  the  latter  firm  decided  to  turn  to  the 
Santa  Fe  trade,  they  sold  their  mountain  interests 
10  a  group  of  former  employees  and  associates  who 
styled  themselves  the  Rocky  Mountain  Fur  Com¬ 
pany.  Milton  Sublette  was  one  active  member  in 
that  fur  firm.*  In  1834,  the  enterprise  disbanded 

*Chittenden,  1,  292.  Milton’s  partners  in  the  new  firm 
wereThomas  Fitzpatrick,  James  Bridger,  Henry  Fraeb,  Jean 
Baptiste  Gervais.  The  purchase  agreement  was  dated  Aug. 
4,  i83°. 
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under  the  hard  competition  of  the  American  Fur 
Company.  Instead,  a  new  association  composed  of 
Milton,  Thomas  Fitzpatrick  and  James  Bridger 
replaced  it.* 

In  the  midst  of  these  involved  transactions,  Mil- 
ton  joined  his  talents  with  Nathaniel  Wyeth  who, 
after  his  near  death  in  1832  at  the  hands  of  the 
Blackfeet  at  the  battle  of  Pierre’s  I  Iole,  traveled 
extensively  in  the  transmontane  area  with  Milton 
and  became  well  acquainted  with  him.  J  From  that 
field  association,  Wyeth  laid  plans  to  undertake  an 
extensive  fur  trade  operation,  backed  by  eastern 
capital.  When  the  venture  matured,  he  prevailed 
on  Milton  to  captain  his  first  caravan  west  from 
Independence  in  April,  1834,  consisting  of  seventy 

*The  Rocky  Mountain  Fur  Company  dissolved  on  June 
30  at  the  rendezvous  held  on  the  Green  Ri\  er.  Since  Milton 
was  absent  due  to  illness,  it  can  only  be  assumed  that  this 
was  his  intention  and  that  he  gave  his  proxy  to  Fitzpatrick 
before  departing  for  his  return  for  medical  treatment  to  St- 
Louis.  Chittenden  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  gave  his  proxy  to 
William  Sublette,  but  this  would  appear  doubtful  consider¬ 
ing  the  sensitivity  of  the  business  arrangement  Milton  had 
with  Wyeth.  The  following  year,  1835,  this  ncw  partnership 
joined  the  American  Fur  Company  as  a  subsidiary,  dissolv¬ 
ing  itself  on  Milton’s  death.  Chittenden,  1, 304-05. 

JTh  waites,  xxi,  11,47-81. 
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men.*  But  the  Company’s  prospects  dimmed  con¬ 
siderably  when  Milton,  due  to  an  old  and  aggra¬ 
vated  leg  injury, was  forced  to  turn  back  to  St.  Louis 
May  8,  only  ten  days  march  out  of  Independence. 
As  John  K.  Townsend,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
company,  relates - 

“He  [Milton]  has  been  suffering  a  considerable 
time  with  a  fungus  in  one  of  his  legs,  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  so  much  worse  since  we  started,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  irritation  caused  by  riding  that  he  finds 
it  impossible  to  proceed.  His  departure  has  thrown 
a  gloom  over  the  whole  camp.  We  all  admire  his 
admirable  qualities,  and  his  kind  and  obliging  dis¬ 
position.  For  myself,  I  had  become  so  much  at¬ 
tached  to  him,  that  I  feel  quite  melancholy  about 
his  leaving  us.”  f 

*F[rederick]  G.Young,ed.,77/f  Correspondence & Journals 
of  Captain  Nathaniel  J.  Wyeth %  1831-1836  (Eugene,  Ore., 
1899),  83  e  t  se{].t  prints  some  of  the  various  business  letters, 
including  accounts  of  Milton’s  journey  to  Boston,  1833-34; 
Thwaites,  xxi,  14.  Also,  see  Chittenden,  1,  300-03, 446-49. 

fThwaites,  xxi,  149.  For  another  eye  witness  account, 
Jason  Lee’s  diary,  printed  in  Archer  B.  Hulbert  &  Dorothy 
Printup,  eds.,  The  Oregon  Crusade:  Across  Land  and  Sea  to 
Oregon  (Denver,  1935),  147-60. 

Nathaniel  Wyeth  wrote  to  William  Sublette,  Feb.  23  [  ?], 
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As  if  the  loss  of  their  guide  and  experienced 
captain  was  not  enough  to  defeat  the  company’s 
prospects  of  a  successful  undertaking, Wyeth  failed 
also  to  reckon  with  the  shrewd  business  acumen  of 
Milton’s  elder  brother,  William.  By  forced  march 
and  clever  timing,  he  beat  the  Wyeth  caravan  to  the 
rendezvous,  thereby  gaining  the  year’s  fur  catch 
and  profits.* 

It  is  probable  that  the  paths  of  Andrew  and  Mil- 
ton  crossed  on  more  than  one  occasion  during  the 
struggle  for  control  over  the  fur  domain.  As  a  lead¬ 
ing  trapper  in  his  own  right,  Milton  was,  next  to 
William,  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Sublette 
sons.  Andrew,  as  the  young  apprentice,  working 
in  the  employ  of  his  brother’s  firm,  Sublette  and 
Campbell,  at  least  had  the  good  fortune  of  serving 
under  acknowledged  master  traders  and  trappers. 

With  Milton’s  advancing  incapacity,  brought 
about  by  his  leg  injury,  which  led  to  amputation 

1834,  when  Milton  was  east  with  him  arranging  details  for 
their  proposed  venture,  that  Milton’s  foot  was  “a  little  bet¬ 
ter.”  Young,  106. 

*Ibid .,  15 1  et  seq .,  gives  particulars.  William  Sublette  and 
his  caravan  passed  the  Wyeth  party  on  May  12  and  reached 
the  rendezvous  site,  Ham’s  Fork  on  the  Green  River,  June  14. 
Campbell  Letters;  Chittenden,  1, 302-03  and  note;  449-50. 
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and  further  immobilization  by  having  to  wear  a  cork 
leg,  Andrew  began  to  emerge  as  heir-apparent  to 
the  Sublette  fur  trade  tradition,  his  only  potential 
rival  being  his  youngest  brother,  Solomon  Perry.* 
And  when,  pathetically,  Milton’s  health  completely 
broke  under  the  recurrence  of  disease  in  the  stump 
of  his  amputated  leg,  Andrew  came  forward  to 
carry  on  the  family  name  and  fortune. 

The  tradition  that  fell  on  Andrew’s  shoulders 
was  no  small  or  mean  one -it  was  a  family  history 
of  courage,  daring  and  determination.  Certainly 
the  last  years  of  Milton’s  life  alone  must  have  set 
heavy  on  Andrew’s  awareness  of  what  was  expected 
of  him- and  those  last  few  months  of  Milton’s  life 
need  to  be  told  because  their  effect  on  his  younger 
brother  did  leave  a  mark -the  experience  stamped 
Andrew  as  a  Sublette. 

When  Milton  turned  back  to  St.  Louis  on  May 
8, 1834,  inadvertently  leaving  the  Wyeth  party  to 
its  bitter  commercial  defeat,  he  proceeded  to  St. 
Louis  for  medical  treatment  for  his  bothersome 
left  leg.  There,  on  the  27th,  Dr.  Bernard  Farrar 

*The  idea  that  Milton  cut  off  his  own  foot  is  fictional. 
Lavender, 74-6, 376,  note  2,  clarifies  the  story.  Chittenden, 
1, 254,  states  Milton  underwent  two  amputations. 
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dressed  the  wound.  By  early  February  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  Doctor  Farrar  amputated.  Surgical 
methods  in  1835  were  such  that  only  the  strong 
could  survive  the  shock  of  the  suffering  demanded 
by  such  drastic  medical  attention.  Milton  Sub¬ 
lette’s  courage  cannot  be  denied,  for  not  only  did 
he  survive  the  surgery,  but  departed  in  the  spring 
for  the  mountains  to  continue  his  fur  trade  activi¬ 
ties.  On  his  return  to  St.  Louis  in  the  fall,  Hugh 
Campbell  presented  him  with  a  cork  leg  which 
he  had  had  made  in  Philadelphia  for  his  admired 
friend.* 

In  the  spring  of  1836  when  Milton  and  his  long 
time  friend  and  trapper  partner,  Thomas  Fitzpat¬ 
rick,  departed  for  the  mountains,  they  acted  as 
escorts  for  the  second  major  Oregon  missionary 
group,  the  Whitman-Spalding  party.  As  one  of  the 
Oregon  bound  travelers  wrote,  “we  are  really  a 
moving  village  -  nearly  400  animals,  with  ours, 
mostly  mules,  and  70  men  [of  the  Fur  Company].” 
The  fur  men  had  seven  wagons,  each  pulled  by  six 
mules.  And  poignantly,  the  traveler  commented, 

*Hugh  Campbell  to  Robert, Sep.  27;  same  to  William  Sub¬ 
lette,  Nov.  6,  1835.  Campbell  Papers;  Campbell  Carres. ,  11 
and  note;  Waldo  Recollections,  65 ;  Th waites,  xx,  246 ;  xxi,  149. 


('* 

-loi  3ri?rio  yrcindrl  (hu3  \l  ,h  i k  n  -rli  h  >*jb 

•  •  m  *j  iii:  9!  •  -  -  joo 


HLi .  .  TO;  fi  /  .<  '  n '  '  •:  !•  ' 

j|flh<ji.vodi  m  bumcpb  nrd  ,  -g  i/a  arfj  dviviua  orf 

H^u’  or1  :i  r  bioJ  Jr!  oi  motel  brf  > .;  sit 
fhi/tw  :  . 

•  aid  uriq;-  .•  lirf<J  ai  \  bid  hud  ail 

*  bxterl 


}  'io  if'  :  \ca  r  ’.j .  /;  (V,  «  o ;  *  f J ,  nl 

1  nod’T  '  iMiysijv  nt  a  i  ll  d-mil 

Hi;  botef;  yo/b  <aai*jn  i  i  s.  *<•'  t.rM- q  :  ^oii 
<iimtv  n»  *-  n  ;: .  .mv.  ;  .  |  r  :• .  - 

.  r  i  .to  it  r>  .  u  ,  rg 

:i  \  irm  'y»r  p .  av-  •  *i  won  wo:.  ;() 

X*  i  *  1  *’  m ..  k  br  ^  .  i  yl  . 

bom  >rnmoi  i$\  ■  t,  :j  <):h  cv’rnBi*  '-'q  La  A  .e^fum 


-  iiK  ft:  ii  // 01  omw  tTS .qdr.fnt)H<>  , t  Wscfq rriiO  1  r  H* 
ii  f.tYiWJ  *V  mv  )  \.  ,\k\  ^  £  8  i  ,<)  voVl 


50 


ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


“and  one  cart  drawn  by  two  mules,  which  carries  a 
lame  man,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny.”*  Valiantly,  Milton  Sublette  was  determined 
to  continue  his  pattern  of  living  if  as  a  cripple.  And 
this  trip  did  mark  Milton’s  end -the  end  of  his  life. 

The  rigors  of  the  journey,  the  recurrence  of  the 
“fungus”  in  his  leg,  forced  him  to  turn  back  to  Fort 
Laramie. There, surrounded  by  those  things  which 
he  knew  best,  the  Indians,  traders,  fort,  and  furs, 
things  so  closely  identified  with  his  frontier  life,  he 
died  an  embittered  man:  he  had  lost  both  fortune 
and  health.  Fittingly,  he  was  buried  in  the  Fort’s 
cemetery.  His  epitaph  has  nowhere  been  better  ex¬ 
pressed  than  in  the  Missouri  Republican^  June  1 6, 

i837- 


“Died-On  5th  of  April  last,  at  Fort  William, 
River  Platte,  Milton  G.  Sublette,  long  known  as 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  Indian  traders  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  deceased  first  embarked  in 
the  Indian  trade  as  early  as  1822,  &  by  his  intrepid 
bravery  soon  acquired  an  influence  amongst  his 


*Narcissa  Prentiss  to  Sister  Harriet  and  Brother  Edwards, 
Platte  River  (just  above  the  Falls),  June  3,  1836.  “Addi¬ 
tional  Letters  [on  the  Whitmans],”  Transactions  of  Oregon 
Pioneer  Association,  1893  (Portland,  1894),  105. 
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associates  which  he  retained  until  the  hour  of  his 
death.  The  hardy  pioneers  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains,  in  his  death  have  met  an  irreparable  loss, 
which  they  will  long  mourn.”  # 

In  1 843,  Matthew  C.  Field,  an  assistant  editor  on 
the  New  Orleans  Picayune,  traveling  with  the  famed 
“party  of  pleasure  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,”  led 
by  Sir  William  Drummond  Stewart,  who  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  William  Sublette,  recorded  in  his 
diary,  while  visiting  Fort  William,  then  renamed 
Fort  Laramie - 

“. . .  Here,  also,  we  found  the  resting-place  of 
Milton  Sublette,  whose  story  has  been  told 
by  Irving.  A  rude  pine  cross,  prostrate  and  broken, 
was  all  the  memorial  over  the  brave  man’s  bones ; 
but  two  of  his  brothers  [William  &  Solomon]  were 
with  us,  and  one  of  them  remained  here  w  hile  we 
moved  onward  in  among  the  mountains.  When  we 
returned,  we  found  a  monument  built  somewhat 
in  Christian  fashion,  marking  the  spot.  Solomon 

^Chittenden,  1,  254,  ineorrectly  dates  Milton’s  death  on 
Dec.  19,  1836.  This  date  has  found  continued  vogue  in  the 
literature  dealing  with  the  fur  trade. 
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52  ANDREW  SUBLETTE 

Sublette  during  our  absence  paid  his  fraternal  at¬ 
tention  to  the  remains  of  poor  Milton.”  # 

Thus  did  Milton  Sublette  find  his  grave,  “a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  fort- red  men  and  white 
reposing,  as  it  were,  in  each  other’s  arms!  ”  f 

It  was  this  tradition  of  courage,  enterprise  and 
daring  that  gave  Andrew  Sublette  his  inheritance 
-this  was  his  family’s  legacy  to  its  own  kind. 

*Matthew  C.  Field,  Prairie  and  Mountain  Sketches,  ed. 
by  Kate  L.  Gregg  and  John  F.  McDermott  (Norman,  Okla., 
1 957),  78.  The  entry  date  was  July  5,  1843.  The  allusion 
to  Irving  is,  of  course,  Washington  Irving  and  the  account 
he  gives  in  his  book,  The  Adventures  of  Captain  Bonneville 
(Portland,  Ore.,  n.d.),  Ch.  vi,  of  the  battle  of  Pierre’s  Hole 
and  Milton’s  role  in  that  event  and  his  subsequent  associ¬ 
ation  with  Wyeth  in  the  1832  hunt. 

fFicld,  75. 
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[  V  ]  End  of  an  Epoch 

. 

WITH  THE  DEATH  of  Milton  Sublette  and 
the  retirement  of  William’s  firm,  Sublette 
and  Campbell,  from  active  participation  in  the  fur 
trade,  Andrew,  alone,  continued  the  family  tradi¬ 
tion  as  a  mountain  man.  In  1835,  he  joined  with 
LouisVasqucz  in  a  partnership  to  exploit  trade  pos¬ 
sibilities  on  the  South  Platte  River  in  the  shadow 
of  Pike’s  Peak. 

Andrew’s  senior  partner,  Louis  Vasquez,  came 
from  a  family  that  had  been  associated  with  the  fur 
trade  out  of  St.  Louis  long  before  American  occu¬ 
pancy.  He  was  born  in  that  frontier  city,  October  3, 
1798.  His  father  was  Benito  Vasquez;  his  mother, 
Julie  Papin.  Louis  joined  the  first  Ashley-IIcnry 
fur  trade  party  in  1822,  and  from  that  year  on  one 
finds  frequent  mention  of  his  presence  on  the  fur 
frontier.  During  his  seventy  years  he  had  a  full  life, 
active  and  exciting.He  died  in  Kansas  City  in  1868.* 

*  Campbell  Corres .,  9,  note ;  Dale,  83.  A  slim  sketch  of 
Vasquez’s  activities  on  the  fur  frontier  is  given  in  LeRoy 
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History  docs  not  record  exactly  when  Vasquez 
met  Andrew.  Possibly  they  had  met,  or  at  least 
Andrew  was  familiar  with  the  name  and  exploits 
of  his  business  partner,  prior  to  1834.  Certainly, 
the  two  men  were  personally  known  to  each  other 
by  that  year.  Robert  Campbell,  writing  at  the  end 
of  February,  1834,  informed  James  Bridger  that 
Vasquez  was  coming  to  Fort  William  to  confer  with 
him  on  business.*  Apparently  he  never  appeared, 
for  when  the  1834  supply  train  came  west  under 
William  Sublette’s  command  in  that  summer,  the 
convoy  received  a  letter  from  Vasquez  on  June  9, 
containing  the  news  that  he  was  still  alive.  Fears 
had  grown  for  his  safety. f  William  M.  Anderson 
relates  the  event  in  his  narrative  of  the  trip— 

“. .  .This  morning,  shortly  after  starting,  fresh 
horse  tracks  were  discovered.  We  followed  them 
up  and  found  a  letter  sticking  in  a  twig  near  Fitz¬ 
patrick’s  ‘Cache.’  When  [William]  Sublette  read  it 
and  made  known  its  contents  there  was  a  shout  of 
joy  from  the  whole  company.  It  was  from  Lew  Vas¬ 
il.  I  lafcn, “Mountain  Mcn-Louis  Vasquez/’  Colorado  Mag - 
azine,  x  (1933),  14-21. 

* Campbell  Corres .,  9.  f  Anderson  Diary ,  heh. 
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quez,  a  great  favorite  of  the  mountaineers, who  had 
almost  been  given  up  for  lost. -He  was  much  talked 
of  today,  and  always  praised.  One  old  trapper  said 
‘Thank  God  he  lives,  and  I  shall  hear  his  merry 
laugh  again.’  ”  * 

Five  days  later,  June  14th,  in  company  with 
Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  Louis  Vasquez  met  the  cara¬ 
van.  William  Sublette’s  affection  for  Vasquez  was 
apparent.  Anderson  noted  that“Vasquez  and  Sub¬ 
lette  are  shaking  hands  with  their  right  &  smacking 
&  pushing  each  other  with  the  left.  They  ask  ques¬ 
tions  and  neither  answers.”  f 

By  July,  1834,  Andrew  appeared  in  the  same 
locale  having  journeyed  from  Fort  William  on  the 
Yellowstone  to  render  his  account  of  the  transfer  of 
Sublette  and  Campbell  interests  to  the  American 
Fur  Company.^  After  William’s  departure  from 
the  company’s  new  Fort  William  on  the  Platte, 
Andrew  and  Vasquez  struck  out  for  the  South 
Platte.  There  they  spent  the  fall  and  winter  collect¬ 
ing  furs.  By  January,  Andrew  was  on  his  way  to  St. 
Louis  with  their  catch,  and  after  disposing  of  the 
furs,  probably  to  Sublette  and  Campbell,  returned 

*Atiderson  Narrative,  7.  \lbul.,  9-10.  :|:Chap.  in,  supra. 


V  K  *\0  (A 'A?* 


bailor!  li  >3iiov:  rqi^saiio 

6J  HOP  ill  .  .  7  . 

Ty'[o  ,  i ■  Lit  dO  i  •>«:  '  * /*r«f s  bn* .  ,’abot  "to 

v;  torn  ?-if  *:  :'o  ••  >  :  m  !  •  /  ■  rn.  i i  # 

;  Ji  /•  7  q  ?0  >  !.i  J?'  t  •  ••  I  el  /i  i 

-Hi.  )  >ci.j  *>i;r  &y:*  w  2  :  V  i-Ml^xi*. 'I  '.ftrn  »;iT 

aws&w  ■■  /'!(•:  i  it  iio-ii  ;. <  -u  I«;ui  j  ii  :!l; 

brn  .  *r.V  '>:.As  >no<  •«*?•■'  7/  Jn*  a.  qa 

ri .  ,  ,|{  .\  0  :.  '  i 

i^up  hi;  :>fi’ :  .ito!  1  r  ’  <  i:>n;  mJ:  > ...  ' 

o* \m  tub  ni  hf/urr  [fi  trj :  rr  \  f  8 1  <{  u r  yll 
:>il*  iv  mutfliW iio’l  mov  .  qumo? :;  im rf  ol  d<  i 

ni r  wbrm  oj  onotewcboY 
r^.  vi*  >aiA  srfj  4  ri !'  Kiqrrjii  )  bfl«  OMoidu?. 

i  w  ?>  *  ’/  i  +.yyi.^.fi7oJ  if  i 

f.  ■  :nb  *  >  uuyirti  no  //un  ri.qrnoo  or* 

£  Jiiu£  fl!  tai  li..*  ,li  t3ri.XS  if .  4ft1/  i  11 U 

-  >i.  h  .  H::  .  .  ! i ':  .-.io  .  >  ;.M! 

0  ?  *)«.>  ru  u  ^e,xi  *  :  *ij  >iv  fi  */  t.ijjt,  . 

hw  w  *  n ,  !hdr?mr'  n«  mj  /  oJ  vlrMorj  ./  ui\ 

•  V'7- 1  /  •  ■  o.-  *  '  T  7  >ir' u\r*  ',  Vv» r».  .t\  A 


56  ANDREW  SUBLETTE 

with  the  annual  supply  train  of  that  firm  to  the 
rendezvous.* 

Vasquez  and  Andrew  spent  the  season  1835- 
1836,  collecting  furs  among  the  Sioux  in  their  pre¬ 
empted  domain,  the  South  Platte  region.  It  was 
during  this  season  that  they  began  construction 
of  a  company  fort.  The  site  was  located  near  the 
mouth  of  Clear  Creek,  which  at  various  times  had 
been  called  Vasquez  or  Long  Creek,  between  the 
old  trading  forts  of  St.  Vrain  and  Lupton,  not  far 
from  present  day  Denver.  Vasquez  had  as  early  as 
1832  begun  construction  on  a  log  fort.  It  was  prob¬ 
ably  this  early  post  that  Vasquez  dubbed  “Fort 
Convenience,”  and  where  he  and  Andrew  spent 
their  first  season  together  during  the  latter  part  of 

1834.  In  1836  the  fort  was  probably  completed/)' 

*Louis  Vasquez  to  Benito  Vasquez,  July  9,  Dec.  30, 1834. 
Vasquez  Papers ,  mhs;  Robert  to  Andrew  Campbell,  Feb.  io, 

1835.  Campbell  Letters. 

fWm.  Sublette  to  Campbell,  Nov.  2,  1835;  Transcript 
under  cover  of  a  letter  from  Dale  Morgan,  Dec.  19, 1958. 
For  the  exact  location  of  the  fort,  consult  L[eRoy]  R.  Hafen, 
“The  Early  Fur  Trade  Posts  on  the  South  Platte,” Mississippi 
Valley  Historical  Review ,  xii  (1925),  335-37,  who  tentatively 
credits  Vasquez  with  the  post’s  construction.  Stephen  Meek, 
The  Autobiography  of  a  Mountain  yVf  ^//,  1 805—1889  (Pasade¬ 
na,  Calif.,  1948),  6,  records  that  Andrew  Sublette  built  Fort 
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By  October,  1836,  Vasquez  and  Andrew  had  col¬ 
lected  a  small  number  of  furs  and  a  large  quantity 
of  buffalo  robes.  This  represented  their  harvest  for 
the  1835-1836  season.  As  before,  in  1834,  Andrew 
set  out  the  early  part  of  October  with  the  furs  on 
pack  animals  for  St.  Louis  to  take  the  firm’s  goods  to 
market. Vasquez  sent  a  letter  to  his  brother,  Benito, 
in  care  of  Andrew.  In  it  he  wrote, . .  I  pray  you 
treat  Sublette  as  you  would  me  for  my  sake.  He  is  a 
good  youngster.”  * 

From  the  records  available,  Andrew,  after  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  year’s  fur  catch,  returned  to  Fort 
Vasquez  to  winter. f  As  an  active  business  partner, 

Robert  Campbell  opposite  the  site  of  Denver.  This  is  inac¬ 
curate  as  to  name,  but  it  does  place  Andrew  at  the  fort  site 
with  Vasquez  in  1834.  Hafen,  in  his  book  with  Ghent,  124, 
and  in  an  article,  “Colorado  Mountain  Men  of  Fur  Trade 
Days,”  [The  Westerners]  Brand  Book  1951  (Denver,  1952), 
36,  dates  the  Fort’s  construction  as  1837. 

During  1836,  the  field  activities  of  the  partnership  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  their  rivals  on  the  North  Platte.  L. 
Crawford  toP[ierre]  Chouteau,  Fort  William,  June  29, 1836. 
Pierre  Chouteau  MaJJitt  Collection ,  mhs. 

*Louis  Vasquez  to  Benito  Vasquez.  [South]  Platte  River, 
Oct.  9, 1836.  Vasquez  Papers ,  Ml  is. 

fin  the  above  cited  letter,  Vasquez  asked  his  brother,  Ben¬ 
ito,  to  reply  to  his  letter  and  give  it  to  Andrew  since  his  partner 
planned  to  return  that  winter. 
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it  is  most  unlikely  that  he  would  leave  his  business 
for  any  great  length  of  time.  As  to  whether  Andrew 
returned  the  following  spring  to  St.  Louis,  one  can 
only  surmise.  Evidence  clearly  indicates  thatVas- 
quez  was  in  the  city  by  the  middle  of  June.*  And 
on  July  15,  1837,  a  trading  license  was  issued  by 
General  William  Clark,  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  at  St.  Louis  to  the  firm,  “trading  under  the 
name  of  Vasquez  &  Sublette.”  f  It  is  possible  that 
Andrew  and  Vasquez  made  the  trip  down  river  to¬ 
gether.  Yet,  this  would  have  left  their  trading  fort 
unattended.  Since  Andrew  had  undertaken  the 
journey  to  the  States  in  1836,  it  is  more  likely  that 
he  remained  at  the  company  post  in  1837  while 
Vasquez  undertook  the  trip  for  that  year. 

The  following  year,  1838,  Andrew  again  depart¬ 
ed  with  the  partners’  furs  for  the  St.  Louis  market.^ 
Out  of  the  firm’s  expanding  activities,  a  need  arose 
fora  resident  clerk  at  the  post,  what  with  Vasquez 


*Vasquez  to  Benito  Vasquez,  June  18, 1837.  Vasquez  Pa¬ 
pers  ,  MHS. 

fSt.  Louis  Superintendency  File  C316,  Records  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Indian  Affairs,  National  Archives, Washington,  D.  C. 
LeRoy  R.  I  Iafen, “Mountain  Men-AndrewW.  Sublette,” 
Color  ado  Magazine ,  x  (1933),  180-82,  sketches  this  phase  of 
Andrew’s  activities.  Also  see  Hafen’s  previously  cited  article 
on  Vasquez.  %Ibid.,  182. 
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acting  as  field  man;  Andrew  as  the  purveyor  for 
the  furs  and  supplies.  To  fill  that  job, Vasquez  and 
Andrew  chose  an  old  experienced  fur  man,  James 
Beckwourth,who  acted  in  that  capaci  ty  until  1 840  * 
The  reason  for  hiring  a  resident  clerk  can  be  best 
surmised  on  the  grounds  that  in  1838  both  Vasquez 
and  Andrew  took  the  firm’s  catch  to  St.  Louis  to¬ 
gether  that  year.  In  their  absence,  they  would  need 
someone  to  look  after  the  post  and  the  local  Indian 
trade. f 

In  1839,  the  activities  of  Vasquez  and  Andrew 
are  fairly  well  accounted  for.  On  August  6th,  they 
departed  Independence  for  their  fort  on  the  South 
Platte.  “The  party  at  starting  consisted  of  thirty- 
two  persons. ..  .There  were  four  wagons  loaded 
with  goods,  to  be  used  in  the  Indian  trade,  drawn 
by  six  mules  each.”  The  informant  was  E.  Willard 
Smith  who  kept  a  journal  of  his  association  with 
Vasquez  and  Andrew  during  the  1839-1840  season. 

The  company  arrived  without  mishap  at  the  fort 
on  September  13.  As  Smith  records - 

*T.  D.  Bonner,  The  Life  and  Adventures  of  Janies  P.  Deck- 
rvourth  (London,  1891),  352-53, 360, 371-73. 

fThis  is  surmise  since  another  license  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  was  issued  by  General  Clark  to  the  firm  on  June  30, 
1838  in  St.  Louis. 
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“Today  about  four  o’clock  we  passed  Mr.Lup- 
ton's  Fort.  A  little  after  five  we  reached  the  fort  of 
Messrs.  Sublette  and  Vasquez,the  place  of  our  des¬ 
tination.  ...  A  great  many  free  traders  are  here  at 
present.  The  fort  is  quite  a  nice  place,  situated  on 
the  South  Fork  of  the  River  Platte.  It  is  built  of 
adobics,  or  Spanish  bricks,  made  of  clay  baked  in  the 
sun.  This  is  the  Mexican  plan  of  building  houses, 
and,  as  the  atmosphere  is  very  dry,  and  there  is  little 
rain, the  buildings  are  quite  durable.This  fort  is  op¬ 
posite  Long’s  Peak,  &  about  twenty  miles  distant.” 

During  early  spring  of  the  following  year,  1840, 
Andrew  and  Vasquez  had  parties  of  fur  men  rang¬ 
ing  the  transmontane  area.  One  party  traveled  to 
the  American  Fur  Company  post  on  the  north  fork 
of  the  Platte,  formerly  called  Fort  William,  the 
same  fort  that  William  Sublette  had  constructed  in 
1834,  now  commonly  called  Fort  Laramie.  After  a 
few  days  there,  obtaining  supplies,  the  expedition 
returned  to  the  South  Platte  fort,  arriving  on  April 
24.  Smith  had  accompanied  that  party.  Because  of 
the  bulk  of  the  season’s  trade, Vasquez  and  Andrew 
discarded  the  idea  of  packing  the  year’s  catch  either 
on  horses  or  wagons  for  the  trip  to  St.  Louis.  In- 
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stead,  they  constructed  a  mackinaw  boat  for  a  river 
journey  to  market.  Loading  the  boat  with  their 
goods, they  embarked  April  28.  Writing  in  his  jour¬ 
nal,  Smith  recorded  the  events  of  the  trip— 

.  .we  started  in  a  mackinaw  boat,  which  had  been 
made  at  the  fort  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  This 
boat  was  thirty-six  feet  long  and  eight  feet  wide. 
We  had  seven  hundred  buffalo  robes  on  board  and 
four  hundred  buffalo  tongues.  There  were  seven 
of  us  in  company.The  water  of  this  river,  the  South 
Fork  of  the  Platte,  was  very  shallow  and  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  difficulty,  getting  on  sand  bars  every 
few  minutes.  We  were  obliged  to  wade  and  push 
the  boat  along  most  of  the  way  for  about  three 
hundred  miles,  which  we  were  forty-nine  days 
traveling.  We  had  to  unload  the  boat  several  times 
a  day  when  it  was  aground,  which  was  very  hard 
work.” 

The  trip  was  none  too  smooth.  The  unwieldy  craft 
was  frequently  caught  on  sand  bars,  snags,  thrown 
against  the  shore  by  the  swift  currents  of  the  river. 
But  the  seven  man  crew  by  backbreaking  efforts, 
pulling,  pushing,  prying,  unloading  and  reloading 
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the  boat,  finally  reached  their  destination  July  3.* 
This  was  the  first,  and  probably  the  only  successful 
navigation  of  the  South  Platte  ever  recorded.! 

This  was  the  dying  effort  on  the  part  of  the  firm 
of  Vasquez  and  Sublette.  The  fur  frontier  was  no 
longer  a  bonanza  and  was  silently,  but  steadily, 
passing  from  the  American  West;  furs  were  too  few, 
prices  too  low,  competition  too  great.  The  market 
was  also  being  glutted  with  buffalo  robes  and  prices 
were  falling.The  firm  of  Vasquez  and  Sublette  was 
too  small  to  prosper.  Debts  were  mounting  and 
returns  for  their  hard  gathered  robes  went  for  a 
pittance.  Lacking  in  sound  business  judgment, 
clinging  to  a  tradition  of  adventure  and  free  action, 
the  firm  was  on  the  edge  of  bankruptcy.  William 
Sublette,  writing  to  a  friend,  caustically  remarked, 
uV[asquez]  and  S  [ublette]  made  a  rather  Sinking 
business  of  it.”  J 

*  “Journals  of  E.  Willard  Smith  While  with  The  Fur 
Traders,  Vasquez  and  Sublette,  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Region,  1839-1840,”  pp.  154-95,  in  LeRoy  R.  Hafen  and 
Ann  W.  I  lafen,  eds.,  To  the  Rockies  and  Oregon ,  1839-1842 
(Glendale,  Calif.,  1955). 

f  Article  by  Hafen  in  Brand  Rook  1951, 36-7. 

^Letter  to  W.  D.  Stewart,  Sept.  [  ?],  1842.  Campbell  Cor- 
res.j  42.  Lavender,  171-72, 180-84,  summarizes  the  terrible 
pressure  of  competition  on  the  partnership. 
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There  was  no  alternative.  Returning  to  the  South 
Platte,  the  two  dissolved  their  partnership,  selling 
their  slim  assets,  transferring  the  post  to  Lock  and 
Randolph.  Vasquez  and  Sublette  were  no  more.* 
In  defeat,  deeply  in  debt,  Andrew  retreated  from 
the  fur  scene.  Unemployed,  without  prospects,  he 
took  the  one  meager  job  available — the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  elder  brother’s  prosperous  St.  Louis 
County  farm.  No  doubt  his  inability  to  settle  the 
debts  incurred  in  his  partnership  with  Vasquez,  in¬ 
cluding  what  he  owed  his  elder  brother,  explains 
the  reason  for  this  choice. f 
Thus,  1841  marks  the  end  of  the  major  fur  trad¬ 
ing  enterprises  of  the  Sublettes.  Not  only  did  it  find 
Andrew  retreating  from  the  scene,  but  William 
also.  Me,  too,  proceeded  to  liquidate  his  few  re¬ 
maining  connections  with  the  trade  by  sending  his 
youngest  brother,  Solomon  Perry,  to  Fort  Laramie 
to  transact  the  necessary  business  details.:):  An  age 
in  frontier  history  came  to  a  close.  An  epoch  ended. 


*William  Sublette  to  Robert  Campbell,  May  17,  1843. 
Campbell  Cor  res.,  56. 

fRobert  Campbell  to  William  Sublette,  May  23,  1842; 
Feb.  2, 1844. 1  bid. ,-$1-2, 57. 

^Same  to  same,  Juneib;  Sublette  to  Stewart,  Sept.  [?], 
1842.  Ibid.,  38-9, 42-4. 
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N  D  R  E  w’s  restive  spirit  was  far  from  satisfied 


with  the  monotonous  farm  life  he  found 


himself  bound  to  in  1 841.  But  such  was  his  financial 
condition,  the  choice  was  not  his.  His  two  year  stay 
on  William’s  St.  Louis  County  farm  can  only  be  ex¬ 
plained  on  such  grounds.  In  the  bargain,  Andrew’s 
future  prospects  were  none  too  bright. 

William  Sublette  was  aware  of  his  younger 
brother’s  plight.  In  an  effort  to  find  appropriate 
employment  that  would  utilize  his  frontier  expe¬ 
rience  and  training,  William  wrote  to  his  friend, 
Thomas  HartBenton, December  16, 1 842, request¬ 
ing  his  aid  in  obtaining  Andrew  a  governmental  job 
as  Indian  agent.  Benton  replied  January  30, 1843 : 

“It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  assist  your 
younger  brother  to  get  a  suitable  place,  where  I 
have  no  doubt  he  would  be  serviceable  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  as  well  as  to  himself. . .  but  I  apprehend 
we  shall  have  to  wait  for  a  change  of  administra- 
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tion  which  cannot  now  be  far  off:  two  years  will 
bring  the  democracy  into  power,  and  then  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  an  office  will  be  a  recommendation;  at 
present  favoritism,  &  personal  calculations  are  the 
only  rule  of  action.”  * 

Two  years  were  two  too  many  for  an  impatient 
mountain  man  to  wait,  but  the  lack  of  capital  was 
too  great  a  hindrance  for  Andrew  to  overcome. 

Andrew’s  luck,  his  late  appearance  on  the  fur 
frontier,  were  both  against  him.  Even  liquidating 
his  small  amount  of  property  in  the  Vasquez  part¬ 
nership  proved  an  obstacle.  In  selling  the  company 
fort  on  the  South  Platte,  Vasquez  and  Andrew  had 
to  take  a  note  for  $800.00.  When  Vasquez  returned 
to  St.  Louis  in  May,  1 842,  Andrew  made  efforts  to 
call  in  payment  on  the  debt.  It  was  useless.  The 
two  men  who  had  purchased  the  Vasquez  and  Sub¬ 
lette  interests,  Lock  and  Randolph,  went  bankrupt 
in  1842.  They  deserted  the  South  Platte  fort  and 
ignored  the  note  due  against  them.f  The  matter 
dragged  on  through  the  months. 

*  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs. 

f  Robert  Campbell  to  William  Sublette,  May  12, 23, 1842. 
Campbell  Corres. ,  30,  32-3;  Rufus  B.  Sage,  Scenes  in  the 
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In  final  desperation,  Andrew  turned  to  the  old 
family  friend,  Robert  Campbell.  Campbell  wrote 
in  behalf  of  the  matter  to  William,  May  17, 1843: 

“I  have  written  Vasquez  that  if  he  can  make  ar¬ 
rangements  with  you  to  assume  Andrew’s  one  half 
of  the  debt  that  I  would  take  him  for  the  other  half 
and  release  Vasquez  and  Sublette.” 

Vasquez  in  the  meantime  had  proposed  that  the 
outstanding  debts  be  divided  equally  between  him 
and  Andrew,  and  that  he’d  assume  that  obligation 
if  Andrew  would.  This  arrangement  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  Andrew  found  himself  cleared  of  his 
burden  of  debt- but  he  was  penniless.* 

In  the  gloom  of  farm  life,  caught  in  the  mesh  of 
business  commitments,  Andrew  sought  an  escape. 
With  his  experience  on  the  frontier,  why  not  be¬ 
come  a  guide  to  Oregon  and  California  ?  This  was 
the  only  opportunity  left  Ibra  mountain  man;  it  was 
the  last  frontier  for  the  enterprising.  This  thought 
was  forcefully  conveyed  to  him  when  his  sister, 

Rocky  Mountains . . .  ,ed.  by  LeRoy  R.  Hafen  and  Ann  W. 
Hafen  (Glendale,  Calif.,  1956),  57. 

*William  Sublette  to  W.D.  Stewart,  September  [  ?],  1842. 
Campbell  Cones.,  40-2.  Same  to  same,  June  24, 1842.  Ibid., 
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Sophronia,\vho  had  married  Grove  Cook,  came  to 
live  on  the  family  farm  while  her  husband  trekked 
west  to  California  in  search  of  fortune  as  a  member 
of  the  Bidwell-Bartleson  party.*  It  was  to  this  re¬ 
gion  that  Andrew  began  to  look  for  his  future. 

In  the  few  years  that  he  had  roamed  the  fur  fron¬ 
tier,  as  an  independent  trader,  Andrew  had  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  growing  number  of  emi¬ 
grants  who  were  traveling  west  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
In  1839,  when  ^lc  Farnham  party  had  set  out  from 
Independence,  they  selected  a  route  west  recom¬ 
mended  by  Andrew.  Subsequently,  the  Farnham 
party  had  attached  themselves  to  Louis  Vasquez 


*Robert  Campbell  to  William  Sublette,  January  28, 1842. 
Campbell  Corves.,  27;  John  Bidwell,  A  Journey  to  Califor¬ 
nia  . . .  (San  Francisco,  1937),  1 ;  Sunder,  198, 201, 222. 

Andrew  was  not  totally  inactive  while  on  William’s  St. 
Louis  farm.  During  the  summer  of  1842,  he  acted  as  escort 
to  Frances  S.  Hereford  and  several  other  ladies  when  they 
traveled  east  to  visit  relatives  in  Kentucky.  Tfhomas]  A. 
Hereford  to  [Margaret  S.  Hereford],  Harrodsburg,  Ky., 
Aug.  24  [  1 842J.  Letters  made  available  to  this  writer  through 
the  courtesy  of  Miss  Anne  Wilson  Patton,  San  Marino,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  These  manuscripts  are  now  housed  at  the  Henry  E. 
Huntington  Library,  and  are  to  be  included  in  its  already 
large  collection  of  Wilson  Papers.  (Hereinafter,  those  MSS., 
which  have  been  made  available  to  me  through  the  courtesy 
of  Miss  Patton,  will  be  cited,  Wilson-Patton  Papers ,  heh.) 
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and  Andrew  Sublette  as  their  escort  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  when  inexperience  forced  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  suggested  Santa  F e-Spanish  Trail 
route. This  had  been  Andrew  Sublette’s  first  effort 
as  a  wagon-train  captain,  but  not  his  last.* 

In  the  early  spring  of  1844,  Andrew  Sublette 
found  his  long  sought  opportunity.  He  took  the 
trail  for  California  in  search  of  health  and  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  sustain  his  poverty  by  acting  as  a 
guide  to  some  emigrant  party.  As  he  wrote  his 
brother,  William,  from  Independence,  May  2 : 

“[W]e  landed  at  this  place  yesterday  evening 
&  finde  the  company  collecting  to  start  for  Oregon. 
[T]hey  will  start  on  the  13  or  15.  Mr.  M.  Harris  is 
to  be  the  guide. 

“The  company  of  Catholicks  will  probably  start 
before  that  time.  [T]hey  have  there  guide  all  em¬ 
ployed.  I  can  do  nothing  with  them.  Still  I  intende 
going  on  as  I  am  here  and  try  what  I  can  do.  I  have 

*LeRoy  R.  Hafen&  Ann  W.  I  Iafen,eds.,  To  the  Rockies  arid 
Oregon,  1839-1842  (Glendale,  Calif.,  1955),  24, 98, 154,294; 
Thwaites,  xxi,  11;  xxvm,  52  and  note;  Painesville  [Ohio] 
Republican,  July  25,  1839,  in  Dale  L.  Morgan,  [Newspaper 
Transcripts]  The  Mormons  and  the  Far  West,  heh.  (Herein¬ 
after  cited  dlm  Trans.,  HEH.) 
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been  a  little  unwell  Since  I  Started  as  my  caugh 
has  been  very  bad.”  [sic]  * 

Although  prospects  of  employment  were  dim  at 
first,  within  a  few  days  things  brightened. 

On  May  13,  he  wrote  to  William  from  Westport, 
Missouri,  the  events  that  had  changed  his  pros¬ 
pects.  The  second  party  of  young  men,  mentioned 
in  his  previous  letter  as  the  Catholic  party,  em¬ 
ployed  him  as  their  agent. 

.  .we  left  Independence  yesterday  an  reachered 
here  today.  We  have  had  heavy  rains  the  roades 

*  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs.  (Punctuation  supplied.)  LeRoy  R. 
Hafen,in  a  sketch  on  Andrew  Sublette,  Colorado  Magazine , 
x  (1933),  183,  incorrectly  places  Solomon  Sublette  in  this 
party  with  Andrew.  At  this  time,  Solomon  was  already  at 
Fort  William  on  the  Platte,  having  returned  there  from  a 
venture  to  Santa  Fe.  When  Andrew  arrived  in  August,  the 
two  brothers  were  reunited.  The  mistake  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  while  Andrew  was  at  Westport, a  letter  addressed 
to  William  Sublette  from  Solomon,  dated  Fort  William,  Ark. 
[Bent’s  Fort  on  the  Arkansas  River],  April  18, 1844,  arrived 
and  Andrew  added  a  postscript  marked  Westport,  May  21. 
Another  letter  to  William  by  Solomon  dated  May  5,  1844, 
also  dated  at  Fort  William.  Thus  Solomon  was  high  up  on 
the  Arkansas  River  when  the  party  under  Andrew  left  the 
frontier.  By  June  8  Solomon  was  at  Fort  Lancaster  on  the 
South  Platte,  but  still  independent  of  Andrew’s  caravan. 
Sublette  Papers,  MHS. 
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very  muddy.  I  have  been  a  little  unwell  and  have 
been  busy  attending  to  business  for  the  young  men 
who  are  going  to  the  mountains  as  I  had  to  pay  out 
all  the  money  which  I  started  with  My  passage  on 
S[team]  Boart  was  $10,  for  one  mule,  $40  which 
took  my  pile.  I  have  been  at  considerable  expense 
paying  my  board,  buying  provisions,  repairing 
Cart  and  harness  as  there  was  no  harness  enough 
for  one  Cart  and  many  other  things  which  I  was 
wanting. 

. .  I  [have]  undertook  to  attend  to  business  of 
the  men  going  to  the  mountains.  I  have  the  promis 
of  going  with  them  as  far  as  F ort  Laramy  [Laramie] 
as  Captain  and  guide  at  $75  per.  [C]an  get  the  same 
or  more  if  I  wish  to  go  across  the  mountains  with 
them.  I  could  have  got  more  but  Mr.  Fallon  and 
Steal  offered  to  go  for  there  board. 

“Mr.  M.  Harris  is  going  as  guide  for  the  Oregon 
Company.  [TJhey  offer  to  pay  me  wages  if  I  would 
promis  to  go  as  Captain  of  the  Company.  [T]here 
will  bee  about  150  wagons  in  the  company-I  am 
going  with  the  Priest  and  a  party  of  young  men, 
some  of  them  going  for  there  health.  [T]here  is  two 
or  three  of  them  I  fear  will  not  be  able  to  stand  the 
trip.  [W]e  will  have  20  or  25  in  our  party. 
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. .  [W]e  will  leave  here  on  the  15th.  [T]hose 
sick  men  are  not  able  to  travel  fast.”  [wV] # 

It  was  a  tortuously  slow  journey  with  Death  a 
companion.  By  June  16,  Andrew  and  his  party 
reached  the  Kansas  River;  they  encamped  at  a 
place  called  Knife  Creek.  Because  of  the  severity 
of  the  weather,  the  party  was  held  up  for  eight  days 
before  they  could  ford  the  creek.  On  August  3,  the 
caravan  made  Fort  Laramie.  J  Traveling  alongside 
Sublette’s  party  was  John  Minto  who  was  to  play 
an  active  role  in  the  history  of  Oregon.^ 

James  Clyman,  traveling  in  the  Oregon  bound 
party,  noted  the  presence  of  the  Sublette  train.  On 
June  27,  he  observed  that  the  Sublette  group  ar¬ 
rived  near  Smoky  orBlue  Fork  of  the  Kansas  River. 
The  party  consisted  of  twenty  men, eleven  of  whom 

*Sublette  Papers,  mhs.  (Punctuation  and  sentence  struc¬ 
ture  provided.) 

f  Campbell  Stewart  to  Charles  11.  Peck,  l'ort  Laramy 
[j/V],  Aug.  3, 1844.  Ibid. 

:):H[orace]  S.  Lyman,  ed., “Reminiscences  of  Honorable 
John  Minto,  Pioneer  of  1844,”  Oregon  Historical  Society 
Qiiarterly,\\  (1901),  154.  Minto  mistakenly  remarked  as  of 
July  19, 1 844, “Some  of  the  sick,  who  were  traveling  with  us 
under  the  guidance  of  William  Sublette,  rapidly  improved.” 
Of  course,  this  was  Andrew. 
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were  sick  and  were  traveling  for  their  health.  On 
that  morning,  Marshall,  one  of  the  party,  died  and 
was  buried.  On  July  3,  the  two  parties  met  once 
again  at  Cottonwood  Creek.  Ketchum,  another 
member  of  Sublette’s  party  had  died  three  days 
before.  On  July  6,  the  Sublette  party  passed  the 
Oregon  train,  but  were  overtaken  the  next  day 
while  burying  a  third  man  named  Browning.* 

After  his  arrival  at  Fort  Laramie,  Andrew  made 
plans  for  the  fall  and  winter.  Simply,  he  decided  to 
stay  in  the  general  area  since  the  season  was  so  ad¬ 
vanced.  However,  he  contemplated  traveling  south 
to  Bent’s  Fort,  probably  because  of  the  milder 
climate.  Too,  he  hoped  there  to  meet  Solomon, 
his  younger  brother.  Perhaps  between  the  two  of 
them,  some  trapping  and  trading  might  be  under¬ 
taken. f 

By  October  the  two  brothers  were  in  Taos,  New 

•Charles  L.  Camp,  ed.,  Janies  Clyman :  American  Fron¬ 
tiersman ,  1792-1881  (San  Francisco,  1928),  43, 70, 74.  Also, 
entries  in  the  Diary  ot  Rev.  Edward  E.  Parrish,  Transactions 
of  Oregon  Pioneer  Associations  (1883),  94-6. 

Andrew,  writing  to  William  Sublette,  June  1 6th,  1844, 
observed  that  Marshall  and  Ketchum,  both  of  St.  Louis, 
would  “not  stand  many  days  longer.”  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs. 

f  Letter,  June  16, 1844.  Ibid. 
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Mexico.  Andrew  wrote  William  on  the  20th  of  that 
month  that  he  had  come  there 

. .  merely  to  pass  the  time  and  get  provisions  for 
the  winter  as  there  is  nothing  to  be  done -Brother 
Solomon  is  here  with  me  and  is  doing  nothing  as 
my  self.  [T]here  is  one  thing  which  I  have  gained 
by  coming  to  this  Country  which  is  worth  consid¬ 
erable  to  me,  that  is  my  health.  I  am  entirely  clear 
of  my  caugh  and  in  good  health.” 

Reprovisioned  and  with  health  restored,  Andrew 
planned  to  return  to  the  South  Fork  of  the  Platte 
to  winter,  in  hope  of  journeying  on  to  California 
next  spring.* 

Andrew  next  wrote  William  from  the  South  Fork 
of  the  Platte  on  March  3, 1845,  to  say  that  he  and 
Solomon  were  setting  out  the  following  day  for 
Taos  or  Santa  Fe.  It  was  their  intention  he  said,  to 
return  to  the  North  Fork  of  the  Platte  by  the  end  of 
April  or  May  so  as  to  be  available  for  possible  em¬ 
ployment  as  wagon  train  captains  when  the  emi¬ 
grants  arrived.  Solomon  planned  to  join  Andrew 
in  the  proposed  overland  journey  to  California. 

*Sublette  Papers,  mis.  (Punctuation  supplied.)  Andrew 
noted  that  part  of  the  1844  Oregon  emigration  had  gone  to 
California. 
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On  April  6,  Andrew  wrote  again,  from  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  River,  advising  that  Solomon  had  gone  to 
Taos  for  supplies,  and  that  on  his  return  the  two  of 
them  would  make  for  the  North  Fork  of  the  Platte, 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Oregon  companies.  Al¬ 
though  indefinite  as  to  his  own  plans,  Andrew  was 
emphatic  in  Solomon’s  determination  to  head  for 
California.  Should  he  decide  against  accompany¬ 
ing  Solomon,  Andrew  promised  to  return  down 
river  to  St.  Louis  by  winter. * 

As  matters  turned  out,  Solomon  journeyed  to 
California,  Andrew  separating  from  him  at  Fort 
Laramie/)'  The  Sublette  overland  party  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  1845  has  been  ever  since  an  historical 
enigma  —  for  historians  almost  universally  have 
misnamed  the  member  of  the  family  concerned.^; 
It  was  Solomon,  not  William  nor  Andrew,  who 
John  Sutter  recorded  in  his  diary,  that  arrived  at 


*  Sublette  Papers ,  mi  is. 

fAt  Fort  Laramie,  on  July  4,  1845,  Antoine  Robideaux 
gave  Andrew  Sublette  a  power  of  attorney  to  collect  some 
stolen  property,  implying  that  Andrew  was  then  at  the  Fort. 
Ibid. 

fThis  problem  is  treated  by  the  present  author  in  an  arti¬ 
cle, “The  Enigma  of  the  Sublette  Overland  Party,”  Pacific 
Historical  Review.,  xxxvm  (1959). 
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Sutter’s  Fort  on  the  Sacramento,  October  7, 1845.* 
The  party  consisted  of  fifteen  men.  After  resting 
for  a  few  days,  a  portion  of  the  party  set  out  for  San 
Francisco.  But  two  of  its  members  remained  on  in 
Sutter’s  employment.! 

After  having  sought  permission  to  trade  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Solomon  apparently  set  out  for  Santa  Cruz 
in  search,  no  doubt,  of  his  brother-in-law,  Grove 
Cook.  In  January,  Solomon  was  back  at  the  Fort, 
and  soon  after  revisited  Yerba  Buena  with  some  of 
his  party 4  By  the  end  of  the  month,  he  had  re¬ 
entry,  dated  October  8, 1845,  from  John  Sutter’s  Diary. 
Quoted  in  Hubert  H.  Bancroft,  History  of  California  (7  vols., 
San  Francisco,  1884-90),  IV,  577. 

William  Sublette  died  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  July 
23, 1845.  Robert  Campbell  to  R.  Buchanan,  July  24, 1845. 
Campbell  Corres.,65;  Missouri  Republican,  Aug.  1, 1845. 

f  These  two  men  are  given  as  Henry  Trow  and  Charles 
Savage.  Bancroft,  IV,  577,  note. 

JBond  posted  Sacramento,  September  14, 1845.  Sublette 
Pa  per  S)  miis. 

Cook  may  have  learned  from  Solomon  of  Sophronia’s 
death,  April  20, 1843,  for  Cook  on  December  28, 1845,  was 
married  by  John  Sutter  to  Rebecca  Kelsey  at  Sutter’s  Fort. 
Campbell  Corres .,  27,  note;  New  Helvetia  Diary  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  1939),  20;  Sunder,  73, 182-83, 198. 

Observed  in  Sutter’s  Diary.  Quoted  in  Bancroft,  iv,  577 ; 
John  Sutter  to  Solomon  Sublette,  Dec.  22, 1845.  Addressed 
to  him  at  Santa  Cruz.  Sublette  Papers ,  MHS. 
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turned  to  Sutter’s  post,  accompanied  by  Major 
Jacob  R.  Snyder.* 

As  to  when  Solomon  departed  California  on  his 
return  to  St.  Louis,  little  is  known.  Edwin  Bryant 
records  that  he  met  a  Mr.  Sublette,  in  company  with 
three  other  men,  returning  to  the  United  States 
from  California,  near  the  Sweetwater  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  the  Wind  River  Mountains,  July  n, 
1846.  Bryant  names  only  two  of  Sublette’s  compan¬ 
ions,  Taplin  and  Reddick. J  By  early  September, 
Solomon  was  back  in  St.  Louis.  And  by  December, 

1846,  Solomon  was  actively  participating,  as  an  ex¬ 
press  messenger,  in  the  Mexican  War 4 

While  Solomon  led  the  1845  overland  party  to 
California,  Andrew,  true  to  his  pledge,  returned 

*  The  Diary  of 'Johann  August  Sutter  (San  Francisco, 1932), 
30.  Entry  dated  January  30, 1846.  For  Snyder,  see  Bancroft, 
v,  726. 

I  Edwin  Bryant,  What  I  Saw  In  California  Being  the  Jour¬ 
nal  of  a  7t»//r[ed.  by  Marguerite  E. Wilbur]  (Santa  Ana, Cali¬ 
fornia,  1936),  107-08,  iio-ii. 

X  Jefferson  [Mo.]  Inquirer ,  Sept.  15, 1846.  dlm  Trans.,  heh. 
Solomon  Sublette  to  John  C.  Fremont,  Dec.  21, 1846.  Sub¬ 
lette  Papers ,  mhs.  Solomon  took  dispatches  to  Santa  Fe.  Also 
see  his  letter  to  Frances  Sublette,  William’s  widow,  Jan.  7, 

1847,  dated  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  Ibid. 
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to  winter  in  St.  Louis.*  When  news  of  the  United 
States’ declaration  of  war  against  Mexico  reached 
there,  Andrew  at  once  sought  to  gain  a  commission 
in  the  First  Missouri  Mounted  Volunteers.'!'  But, 
again,  luck  was  against  him.  Thomas  Fitzpatrick, 
acting  as  chief  guide  to  the  Kearny  expedition, 
wrote  Andrew  from  Fort  William  (Bent’s  Fort  on 
the  Arkansas),  July  3 1 : 

“The  army  has  convined  [sic]  at  this  place  from 
whence  they  will  leave  for  Santafee  tomorrow.  I 
was  greatly  disappointed  in  not  finding  you  with 
it,  as  I  had  all  along  hoped  to  have  met  you  at  this 
point  but  now  find  myself  sadly  disappointed.”  J 


^Letter  to  William,  June  16, 1844.  Sublette  Papers,  mhs. 

JGcorge  C.  Burch  to  Andrew  Sublette,  June  16,  1846; 
William  Campbell  to  same,  July  17, 1846.  Ibid. 


^The  letter  was  addressed  to  Andrew  at  St.  Louis.  Ibid. 
This  evidence  excludes  Andrew  as  a  member  of  the  1845 
Sublette  party  to  California. 

Andrew’s  participation  in  the  Kearny  Expedition  is  fur¬ 
ther  ruled  out  by  a  letter  from  Mary  Hereford  to  Margaret 
S.  Hereford,  St.  Louis,  Jan.  17, 1847,  which  comments  that 
Andrew  was  still  at  the  William  Sublette  farm,  called  “the 
Springs.”  In  a  letter  to  her  husband, Thomas  A.  Hereford, 
Margaret  noted  Andrew’s  visit  to  St.  Louis,  April  19.  IVilson- 
Patton  Papers ,  HEH.  And,  Sunder,  131-32. 
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Thus  Andrew  was  denied  active  participation  as  an 
officer  in  Kearny’s  command.  He  was  to  “sit  out” 
the  Mexican  War  in  another  capacity. 

Because  of  his  poverty  and  a  personal  debt  owed 
to  the  financial  assistance  rendered  him  by  Robert 
Campbell,  Andrew  was  appointed  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Missouri  State  Bank  when  Campbell 
became  the  president  in  the  fall  of  1846.  His  role 
was  a  degrading  one-a“Yes  Sir” man. #  But  for¬ 
tune  came  to  his  rescue;  an  escape  presented  itself 
to  free  Andrew  from  his  demeaning  obligation. 

When  President  James  K.  Polk  sent  his  annual 
message  to  Congress,  December  2, 1845,  he  took 
cognizance  of  the  growing  number  of  American 
emigrants  bound  for  the  Oregon  country  and  pro¬ 
posed  that  Congress  enact  a  bill  to  afford  these 
Oregon  bound  citizens  military  protection.  He 
urged  the  creation  of  a  battalion  of  mounted  rifle- 


*T[homas]  A.  Hereford  wrote  his  wife,  Margaret,  Dec. 
14,  1846:  “. . .  R[obert]  Campbell  [has  been  appointed]  to 
the  Bank  [of  Missouri]  Presidency,  and  Andrew  Sublett[e] 
one  of  the  Directors,  the  latter  of  course  to  be  used  by  the 
former  when  necessary-&  he  will  now  say,  Yes  Sir ,  time  and 
again.”  (Italics  in  original.)  Wilson-Patton  Papers ,  HEH. 

f  Congressional  Globe ,  29th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  7. 
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response  to  this  request,  Congress  passed  a  bill  im¬ 
plementing  the  President’s  recommendation,  May 
16, 1846,  three  days  after  the  Declaration  of  War 
against  Mexico.* 

When  the  call  went  out  in  Missouri,  1 847,  for  vol¬ 
unteers  to  form  the  new  battalion,  Andrew  availed 
himself  of  that  opportunity.  On  June  1  he  received 
authority  from  Governor  Edwards  to  raise  a  com¬ 
pany  of  volunteers  for  the  new  battalion  which  was 
quickly  styled  the  “Oregon  Battalion,”  and  began 
recruitment  two  days  later.  He  urged  all  St.  Louis 
men  who  had  experience  on  the  plains  to  join  up. 
The  same  pay  and  bounties  were  offered  for  service 
as  had  been  given  to  the  First  Missouri  Mounted 
Volunteers. J  After  having  been  elected  captain  of 
the  St.  Louis  Company,  J  Andrew  was  naturally 
endorsed  in  the  St.  Louis  press  for  the  command 
of  the  new  battalion.  The  St.  Louis  Daily  Union  on 
June  8  reported  that  Andrew  had 

. .  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  and 
will  run  for  the  office  of  Lt.  Colonel  to  the  new 

* Congressional  Globe ,  29th  Cong.,  1st  Scss.,  540-41, 830. 

f  St.  Louis  Daily  Union,] une  1, 16, 1847.  dlm  'Trans. ,ueh. 

4 George  C.  Busch  to  Andrew  Sublette,  June  9, 1847.  Sub¬ 
lette  Papers ,  MHS. 
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Battalion  of  mounted  men  from  Missouri.  This 
Battalion  is  destined  for  the  Oregon  route,  and  it  is 
important  that  its  commanding  officer  should  be 
familiar  with  the  Indian  country,  and  with  Indian 
fighting.  Mr.  Sublette  has  spent  a  large  portion 
of  his  life  in  that  country,  and  is  perfectly  familiar, 
not  only  with  the  route  itself,  but  with  the  mode  of 
action  necessary  for  the  comfort  &  efficiency  of  the 
command.  He  is  also  acquainted  with  the  Indian 
tribes  and  can  manage  them  without  serious  diffi¬ 
culty,  &  knows  how  to  make  the  most  of  the  limited 
resources  of  that  region.  The  expedition  should  be 
entrusted  to  such  a  commander,  for  more  will  de¬ 
pend  on  his  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  the 
Indians,  than  on  mere  military  science.The  volun¬ 
teers  will  fare  better,  and  be  more  amply  provided 
for,  if  a  man  is  at  their  head  who  knows  the  mode 
of  operating  successfully  on  the  plains.” 

A  few  days  later  the  same  paper  (a  Democratic 
organ)  again  urged  his  election  to  the  Lieutenant 
Colonelcy,  dwelling  on  the  long  experience  of  the 
Sublettes  on  the  frontier :  “The  brothers  are  also 
celebrated  for  their  adventurous  exploits  in  the 
Indian  country,  where  they  have  passed  a  consider- 
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able  part  of  their  lives.”  Furthermore,  the  paper 
reported,  they  were  descendants  of  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  Whitley,  famed  for  his  role  in  the  battle  of  the 
Thames  during  the  War  of  1812. “Every  Kentuck¬ 
ian  is  familiar  with  the  career  of  Whitley,  and 
every  frontier  man  knows  the  daring  of  the  Sub- 
lett  E  s.”  What  better  qualifications  for  command 
could  be  offered  than  those  Andrew  possessed  ? 

The  Governor  promptly  sanctioned  the  raising 
of  additional  companies  for  the  Oregon  Battalion ; 
a  company  from  each  of  the  following  Missouri 
counties  was  authorized :  St.  Charles,  Mississippi, 
Madison,  Buchanan,  Holt,  and  St.  Louis.  By  June 
18,  the  St.  Louis  company  had  nearly  a  full  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  and  in  honor  of  their  captain, 
christened  themselves,  Sublette  Rangers. 

On  the  eve  of  departure  of  the  Sublette  Rangers 
for  the  rendezvous  with  the  other  companies,  the 


for  his  detachment. “ We  doubt  not,”  the  St.  Louis 
press  commented, “that  he  will  preserve  this  testi¬ 
monial  of  esteem  untarnished.”  * 

*Papers  for  June  8,  n,  1847;  The  Gazette  [St.  Joseph, 
Mo.  j,  June  18, 1847  \  St.  Louis  Daily  Union,  June  18  July  10, 
1847.  dlm  Trans., \m\. 
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Enroute  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  other  officers  of 
Andrew’s  command  were  elected.  Thomas  Mara, 
who  had  seen  action  as  a  member  of  Montgomery’s 
Guards  during  the  Rio  Grande  campaign  in  1846, 
was  chosen  First  Lieutenant;  as  was  R.  J.  Watson. 
William  Mara  was  selected  as  the  company’s  Sec¬ 
ond  Lieutenant.* 

Toward  the  end  of  July,  the  various  companies 
rendezvoused  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  the  seri¬ 
ous  work  of  electing  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Oregon  Battalion  commenced.  The  leading  candi¬ 
dates  were  reported  as  being  General  Ward,  Platte 
County;  John  W.  Kelley,  Holt  County;  Dr.  Lud- 
well  E.  Powell,  St.  Charles,  and  Andrew  Sublette. 

In  the  election  on  August  9  Andrew  was  defeated. 
The  St.  Louis  Daily  Union  on  August  17,  reported 
the  details: 

“FT.  LEAVENWORTH, 
“August  loth,  1847. 

“Yesterday  was  an  exciting  day  at  Weston.  The 
last  Company  of  the  Missouri  Battalion  having 
to  cast  the  deciding  vote  for  Lieut.  Colonel,  four 

*  Jefferson  [AIo.]  Inquirer ,  July  31,  August  7,  1847.  dlm 
7rtf«j'.,HEH.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the  election  of  officers, 
at  least  that  of  Thomas  Mara,  took  place  June  18, 1847.  St. 
Louis  Daily  Union,  June  18, 1847.  Ibid. 
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of  the  Companies  having  previously  voted,  and 
S  ublette  having  a  majority  of  seven  votes,  the 
last  company,  from  St.  Joseph,  decided  the  fate  of 
the  day,  i n  favor  of  P  0  w  E  L L ,  of  St.  Charles.  Much 
anxiety  was  manifested  by  the  friends  of  either 
party,  and  so  far  as  defamation  and  traducing  of 
character  was  concerned,  the  Captain  of  the  Sub¬ 
lette  Rangers  received  more  than  a  liberal  share. 
Whether  the  falsehoods  originated  from  the  foun¬ 
tain  head  of  opposition,  or  from  the  tributaries,  I 
am  unable  to  say.  That  dishonorable  means  were 
used  to  defeat  the  candidate  from  St.  Louis,  there 
is  no  doubt;  and  with  the  exception  of  one  com¬ 
pany  commanded  by  the  high  minded  &  honorable 
Captain  Rogers,  took  deep  effect.  From  the  dis¬ 
position  manifested  by  the  members  of  th z  Sublette 
Rangers  toward  their  Captain,  it  appears  he  has 
endeared  himself  by  acts  of  kindness  &  hospitality 
to  all  his  men. 

“When  the  Battalion  will  take  up  the  line  of 
march  is  yet  unknown- perhaps  in  two  weeks.”  * 

In  a  subsequent  issue  the  same  paper  comment¬ 
ed  on  the  politics  behind  the  election  of  Dr.  Powell. 

*St.  Louis  Daily  Union,  July  29 ;  Jefferson  [Mo.]  Inquirer , 
July  31, 1847.  dlm  Trans.  ,heh. 
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It  seems  that  Captain  Stewart  of  the  Buchanan 
County  company  voted  for  Powell  in  violation  of  a 
pledge  to  support  Andrew.“The  feeling  which  has 
grown  out  of  the  election  of  Dr.  P[owell]  appears 
to  have  been  caused  by  a  rumor  that  he  secured 
certain  votes  by  promising  to  make  his  staff  ap¬ 
pointments  so  as  to  advance  those  who  supported 
him,”  wrote  the  no  doubt  biased  correspondent.* 
Whatever  the  circumstances  behind  his  defeat, 
Andrew’s  record  betrays  no  sense  of  bitterness. 
Toward  the  end  of  August,  the  battalion  moved 
out  of  Ft.  Leavenworth  and  proceeded  to  establish 
winter  quarters  some  150  miles  west  of  their  de¬ 
parture  point  on' Fable  Crcek.f  The  battalion’s  task 
was  to  protect  the  Oregon  and  California  bound 
emigrations  from  marauding  Indians. The  Sublette 
Rangers  arrived  at  the  designated  winter  outpost 
on  September  1 5.  For  military  purposes,  Andrew’s 
command  was  labeled  Company  A.  In  way  of  dis¬ 
puting  the  critical  claims  concerning  his  election, 


*Sept.  4, 1847.  dlm  Trans.,  heh.  Daily  Missouri  Re publi¬ 
can  ,Oct.  i,  1 847, editorially  noted  Governor  Edwards’  warm 
regard  for  Andrew  and  suggested  he  may  have  interfered  in 
the  election.  Nebraska  Historical  Society  Publications,  xx 
(1922),  175. 

t  Jefferson  [Mo.]  Inquirer ,  Sept.  1 1, 1847.  Ibid. 
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Lt.  Colonel  Powell  gave  Sublette’s  command  the 
more  exciting  assignment- Company  A  was  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  Grand  Island  on  the  Platte  Riveras  guard 
for  the  army  engineer  who  was  to  survey  the  pos- 
siblities  fora  proposed  military  fort. 

Andrew’s  command  set  out  on  October  3  for 
their  assigned  destination,  taking  with  them  an  en¬ 
gineer.  His  orders  were  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
construction  of  a  fort  the  following  spring  by  se¬ 
lecting  a  site.  After  that  survey,  he  was  to  return, 
within  thirty  days,  to  the  newly  established  Fort 
Kearny  on  Table  Creek.  The  latter  outpost  had 
been  created  to  protect  the  peaceful  Pawnee  and 
Otoe  from  their  belligerent  neighbors,  the  Sioux.* 

After  the  trip  to  Grand  Island,  Andrew  returned 
with  his  company  to  Fort  Kearny.  A  tour  of  duty 

*Powell  dismissed  three  of  the  battalion’s  companies,  C, 
D,&  E,  because  of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  ordering  them 
to  report  to  their  respective  county  seats  by  Oct.  30.  In  the 
interim,  Sublette’s  and  McCausland’s  companies,  A  &  13, 
respectively,  saw  service  at  the  new  Fort  Kearny.  'Jefferson 
[ Mo .]  Inquirer ,  Oct.  7,  1847.  The  remainder  of  the  account 
given  in  the  text  is  based  on  reports  given  in  the  St.  Louis 
Tri-Weekly  Union ,  Oct.  2, 28, 1847.  Nebraska  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  Publications ,xx  (1922),  175. 

Fort  Kearny  had  been  crudely  erected  in  1846.  Daily  Mis¬ 
souri  Republican ,  May  30, 1846.  Ibid .,  150-54. 
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there  offered  but  little  excitement.  At  best,  military 
matters  became  routine  and  commonplace.*  Just 
as  he  was  becoming  accustomed  to  the  dullness  of 
military  post  duty,  he  suffered  a  recurrence  of  his 
old  illness,  undoubtedly  tuberculosis.  But  he  per¬ 
sisted  in  his  command.f  Writing  to  Solomon,  he 
put  the  issue  simply:  “You  wish  to  know  what  I 
intended  doing  for  the  future.  I  am  not  able  to 
answer -at  present,  I  think,  I  will  remain  in  the 
Service  a  while  longer  as  I  am  becoming  better 
acquainted  with  it.” 

Andrew’s  thoughts,  however,  began  to  turn  to 
California.  Perhaps  there  he  might  find  renewed 
health  and  vigor.  With  discharge  from  the  service 
impending,  he  wrote  to  Solomon,  May  14,  1848: 

. .  I  may  not  want  any  of  it  [Missouri  life]  as  I 
know  not  when  I  will  return  to  Mo.  I  have  Some 
hopes  of  going  to  Oregon  or  California  or  Some 

"•Letters,  dated  Port  Kearny,  Sept.  22,  Nov.  9, 1847  [un¬ 
signed],  printed  in  the  Missouri  Republican ,  Oct.  2,  Dec.  6, 
1847;  letters  from  Andrew  to  Solomon  and  Frances  Sub¬ 
lette,  Dec.  4, 17, 1847.  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs. 

f  Letters  to  Solomon,  February  8,  March  21 ;  to  Frances 
Sublette,  April  28, 1 848.  Ibid.  Details  of the  Oregon  Battalion 
activity  during  1848,  are  printed  from  newspaper  extracts  in 
Nebraska  Historical  Society  Publications,  xx  (1922),  173-89. 
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other  distant  land  as  I  will  have  hew  [5/V]  friends 
left  in  Missouri . . # 

He  was  physically  ill;  a  defeated  man. 

When  orders  came  for  the  disbanding  of  the 
Oregon  Battalion,  Andrew  had  to  make  his  deci¬ 
sion. f  In  November,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service.:):  Quickly  he  set  his  face  west  toward  Cali¬ 
fornia -there  he  might  find  his  future,  regain  his 
health,  and  make  his  fortune. 

#Letter,  March  2,1848;  letter  to  Solomon,  March  3, 1848. 
Sublette  Papers ,  MHS.  (Punctuation  supplied.) 

\ St.  Louis  Daily  Union,  June  30,  i848.dlm7>^.,heh. 

^Albert  Watkins,  “History  of  Fort  Kearny,”  Nebraska 
Historical  Society  Publications,  xvi  (191 1),  236. Watkins  pre¬ 
sents  a  number  of  additional  points,  particularly,  pp.  235-44. 
Also,  William  J.  Stubbs  to  Andrew,  Oct.  18, 1850.  Sublette 
Papers,  MHS. 
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C  Vi O  Mountain  Man 
n  November  19, 1 848,  Andrew  was  at  Coun- 


cil  Grove  employed  as  guide  to  Lieutenant 
Edward  F.  Beale.  Their  destination  was  Santa  Fe, 
then  on  to  California  and  Oregon.*  Beale  had  re¬ 
ceived  urgent  dispatches  from  Secretary  of  War, 
William  L.Marcy,  on  October  14,  and  immediately 
proceeded  west  from  Washington  with  all  speed. 
He  arrived  at  Jefferson,  Missouri,  on  November  i 
aboard  the  steamboat  Cora.  There  he  was  joined 
by  a  party  of  fifteen  men  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
who  were  to  act  as  escort.  Because  of  the  lateness  of 
the  year,  Beale  decided  on  the  southern  route  to 
California.'!'  Greatly  in  need  of  a  guide,  Andrew’s 
experience  in  the  West,  1835-1845,  recommended 
him  to  Beale.  Besides,  Beale  was  well  acquainted 
with  Solomon  Sublette  with  whom  he  had  shared 
an  exciting  experience  during  his  rather  frequent 

^Letter  to  Solomon  Sublette;  Tfhomas]  A.  Hereford  to 
same,  Santa  Fe,  Nov.  [  ?],  1848.  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs. 

fStephen  Bonsai,  Edward  Fitzgerald  Beale  (New  York, 
1912),  Jefferson  [Mo.]  Inquirer ,  Nov.  4, 1848.  dlm  Trans., 
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dispatch  trips  to  California  during  the  Mexican 
War. #  Andrew,  much  in  need  of  employment,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment. 

But  Andrew  was  undecided  about  committing 
himself  to  act  as  guide  for  the  farther  trip  Beale 
contemplated  to  California  and  Oregon.  He  wrote 
Solomon  November  19  from  Council  Grove: 

“lam  employed  to  go  with  him  [Beale]  to  Santa 
Fe.  [H]e  wishes  me  to  go  with  him  to  California 
and  Oregon -as  for  the  latter  I  have  no  notion  but 
have  not  determined  whether  I  will  go  to  California 
or  note  [$/V].  If  not,  I  will  return  this  winter  to  St. 
Louis.”f 

By  Christmas  night,  Beale’s  party  under  Andrew’s 
capable  guidance,  reached  their  first  destination, 
Santa  Fe.  But  when  Beale  continued  on,  January  1 1, 
Andrew  remained  behind.]:  Part  of  the  explanation 


*l'or  this  event, ami  evidence  tends  to  rule  out  Andrew 
as  the  Sublette  involved — it  must  have  been  Solomon,  see, 
Marjorie'l'.  Wolcott,  cd.,  Pioneer  Notes  From  the  Diary  of 
fudge  Benjamin  Hayes ,  1849-1875  (Los  Angeles,  1929),  19. 

f  Letter  to  Solomon  Sublette.  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs.  (Sen¬ 
tence  structure  and  punctuation  supplied.) 

]:T[homas]  A.  Hereford  to  Frances  S.  Sublette,  Feb.  10, 
1849.  Mid.  Hereford  implies  in  his  letter  that  Andrew  did 
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might  lie  in  the  fact  that  in  Santa  Fe,  Andrew  met 
his  brother-in-law, Thomas  A.  Hereford.  Hereford 
married  his  own  cousin,  Adargaret  S.  Hereford, and 
whose  sister,  Frances,  first  married  William  Sub¬ 
lette,  and  after  his  death  married  Solomon  in  1847.* 

At  the  time  of  Andrew’s  appearance  in  Santa  Fe, 
Thomas  Hereford  was  contemplating  a  journey  to 
California  in  search  of  both  health  and  fortune. 
Although  Andrew  apparently  considered  accom¬ 
panying  Lt. Beale  to  California, he  decided  in  Santa 

continue  on  with  Beale.  He  informed  Solomon  that  Andrew 
would  return  from  California  by  sea  and  would  be  back  in 
St.  Louis  by  May  at  the  latest. 

Although  this  is  strong  evidence  to  support  Andrew’s 
entry  into  California  in  early  1849, 1  am  reluctant  to  accept 
it.The  time  factor  weakens  Hereford’s  implication-Andrew 
was  back  in  St.  Louis  by  March.  Leaving  Santa  Fe  January 
1 1,  would  hardly  provide  enough  time  for  such  a  round  trip 
in  1849.  Beale  didn’t  reach  San  Francisco  until  April  io,and 
left  that  city  on  the.  13th  for  his  return  to  Washington. 

#|St.  1 .011  is )  Globe-Democrat ,  May  20,  1906.  Ibid.  There 
arc  innumerable  letters  in  the  IVilson-Patton  Papers ,  UEII, 
confirming  this;  in  addition, Miss  Anne  Wilson  Patton  has 
made  available  to  this  writer  both  the  Isaac  Cooper  Family 
Bible  attesting  to  same,  and  a  series  of  letters  bearing  on  the 
Hereford  genealogy  from  ditto  carbons  prepared  by  Mr. 
Frank  L.  Hereford,  formerly  of  Denver,  Colorado,  now  a 
resident  of  Dallas,  Texas ;  copies  of  which  are  in  this  writer’s 
possession. 
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Fc  to  wait  out  the  winter  there  and  journey  in  the 
spring  to  Missouri.  Whatever  the  circumstance, 
Andrew  returned  to  St.  Louis,  for  by  March,  1 849, 
he  was  in  that  city  searching  for  another  commis¬ 
sion  as  a  guide.* 

This  time,  luck  was  with  him.  A  party  of  thirty- 
eight,  traveling  by  ox-wagon,  headed  for  Califor¬ 
nia,  hired  him  on  as  a  captain-guide.  His  long  held 
wish  to  journey  to  the  Pacific  coast  matured  un¬ 
expectedly.  He  leapt  at  the  opportunity  for  the  lure 
of  the  gold  strike  in  California  whetted  his  ambi¬ 
tion.  Perhaps  in  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento  he 
too  could  strike  it  rich. 

The  partyAndrew  commanded  consisted  of  thir¬ 
teen  Mississippians,  eleven  Texans,  and  fourteen 
Missourians.  Among  the  emigrants  from  Missis¬ 
sippi  was  Reuben  Reynolds  who  was  to  contribute 
heavily  to  the  growth  of  Merced  County. 

Although  no  journal  of  that  westward  trek  has 
yet  come  to  light,  various  mentions  of  the  Sub¬ 
lette  party  are  found  in  several  accounts.  James 

*A[ndrew]  Sublette  to  Isaac  [Cooper],  San  Francisco, 
November  14, 1849.  Sublette  Papers,  mhs;  a  number  oflet- 
ters  bearing  onThomas  A.  Hereford’s  Santa  Fe-Chihuahua 
activities,  Wilson-Patton  Papers ,  hem. 
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A.  Pritchard’s  diary  presents  the  first  reference  to 
Andrew’s  train.  After  crossing  the  Big  Blue  River 
on  May  i  o  and  continuing  westward  past  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Independence  and  St.  Joseph  roads  on 
May  n,  Pritchard  and  his  party  moved  on  up  the 
Little  Blue.  On  May  16  he  recorded : 

“This  morning  shortly  after  starting  We  passed 
the  large  train  of  50  wagons  commanded  by  Capt. 
Sublett  the  Old  Mountaineercr  and  the  discoverer 
of  the  Sublett  or  Greenwood  cut  off.They  however 
as  was  the  common  lot  of  large  Companies  had  had 
a  split  that  morning-27  of  wagons  remained  with 
Sublett  &  23  with  some  Dr.  of  Mo,  I  did  not  learn 
his  name.” 


Mistaken  in  his  identification  of  Andrew,  none¬ 
theless, Pritchard’s  notation  places  Andrew  and  his 
party  on  the  trail  toward  California.  On  July  26  and 
27  while  descending  the  Humboldt  River  some  370 
miles  east  of  Sutter’s  Fort,  Bennett  C.  Clark  jotted 
down  in  his  diary  references  to“Subletts  ox  train” 
which  was  moving  parallel  to  his  own  column. 
Andrew’s  caravan  was  making  good  time, hindered 
as  they  were  by  the  slow  moving  oxen. 

After  several  near  encounters  with  marauding 
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Indians,  resulting  in  minor  arrow  wounds  inflicted 
on  several  of  the  party,  and  after  ninety  grueling 
days  on  the  trail,  the  trip  terminated  at  Steep  Hol¬ 
low  on  the  Bear  River  in  California,  August  8, 1 849. 
With  that  advent -the  second  Sublette  arrived  in 


California -Andrew  had  reached  his  hoped-for 
promised  land.* 

From  Bear  River,  Andrew  rode  on  to  San  Jose  in 
search  of  his  former  brother-in-law,  Grove  Cook. 
In  that  city  his  friend  and  former  traveling  com¬ 
panion,  Lietenant  Edward  F.  Beale,  encountered 
him  August  19  in  company  with  John  C.  Fremont, 
also  a  guest  in  the  Cook  household,  and  for  whom 
Beale  was  carrying  important  dispatches. J 


*  History  of  Merced  County ,  California  (San  Francisco, 
1881),  183/Fhis  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  James  deT.  Abajian, 
Librarian,  California  Historical  Society,  for  calling  this  item 
to  his  attention. 

Dale  L.  Morgan,  ed.,  The  Overland  Diary  of  fames  A. 
Tiilc/nitd )cnver,  1959), 61  62, who  graciously  sent  the 
above  reference  under  cover  of  a  letter  to  this  writer,  Feb. 
19,  19S9  i  [Bennett  C.  Clark],  “Diary  ofa  Journey  from  Mis¬ 
souri  to  California  in  1849, ”ed.  by  Ralph  P.  Bieber , Missouri 
Historical  Review  (hereinafter  cited  mhr),  xxi  i  i  (Oct.,  1928), 
34,  called  to  my  attention  by  Mr.  Morgan  in  above  cited 
letter. 


JBeale  had  left  Washington,  June  27,  and  arrived  in  San 
Francisco,  Aug.  17, 1849.  Bonsai,  53. 
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Traveling  with  Beale  was  Bayard  Taylor  who 
wrote  of  the  meeting: 

“At  the  house  of  Mr.  Cook  we  also  saw  Andrew 
Sublette,  the  celebrated  mountaineer,  who  accom¬ 
panied  Lieutenant  Beale  on  his  overland  journey 
the  winter  before  [as  far  as  Santa  Fe].  He  was  lame 
from  scurvy  brought  on  by  privations  endured  on 
that  occasion  &  his  subsequent  labors  in  the  placers. 
Sublette,  who  from  his  bravery  and  daring  has  ob¬ 
tained  among  the  Indians  the  name  of  Kee-ta-tah- 
ve-sak,  or  One-who-walks-in-fire,  is  a  man  of  about 
thirty-seven,  of  fair  complexion,  long  brown  hair 
&  beard,  and  a  countenance  expressing  the  extreme 
of  manly  frankness  and  integrity.  Lieutenant  Beale, 
who  has  the  highest  admiration  of  his  qualities, 
related  to  me  many  instances  of  his  heroic  char¬ 
acter.”  * 

In  this  account  one  finds  the  only  physical  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Andrew,  other  than  James  Beckwourth’s 

*Bayard  Taylor,  Eldorado  or  Adventures  in  the  Path  of Em¬ 
pire,  Introduction  by  Robert  G.  Cleland  (New  York,  1949), 
54.  Taylor  is  mistaken  in  one  respect.  Andrew  returned  east 
from  Santa  Fe  and  did  not  accompany  Beale  to  California 
in  1849,  let  alone  remain  there  to  labor  in  the  placers.  See 
notes,  pp.  89,91,93,^^. 
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comment  that  he  was  called  “Left  Hand”  by  the 
Indians.* 

San  Jose  at  this  time  had  been  made  the  capital 
of  California.  Taylor,  near  at  hand  on  this  event, 
described  the  scene: 

“The  two  weeks  which  had  elapsed  since  San 
Jose  had  been  made  a  capital  were  sufficient  to  have 
created  a  wonderful  change.  What  with  tents  and 
houses  of  wood  and  canvas,  in  hot  haste  thrown 
up,  the  town  seemed  to  have  doubled  its  size.”  f 


It  was  to  this  newly  established  California  capital 
that  Andrew  Sublette  came  in  1849.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  he  served,  although  reportedly  ill, 
as  Town  Marshal  for  a  brief  time.  But  the  record 
on  this  point  is  inconclusive.^ 


*Bonner,  352.  f  Taylor,  149-50. 

4  'l'[  homas  |  A.  Hereford  to  Sol  [onion]  P.  Sublette,  Chi¬ 
huahua,  i\  lex.,  Mar.  9, 1850.  Sublette  Papers, Mils.  1  lereford 
incorrectly  states  that  Andrew  was  sheriff  of  San  l'rancisco. . 
Mahlon  D.  Fairchild,  “Reminiscences  of  a  Forty-Niner,” 
California  Historical  Society  Quarterly,  xm  (1934),  29,  notes 
this  but  incorrectly  dates  the  year  1853. 

Clyde  Arbuckle,  distinguished  authority  on  the  local  his¬ 
tory  of  San  Jose,  writing  to  me,  July  23,1957,  stated  he  could 
find  no  verification  of  Andrew’s  1849  service.  He  did  find  an 
appointment  in  the  city  records  for  aT.  E.  Soublette  to  that 
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By  November,  Andrew  was  in  San  Francisco, 
sick,  destitute,  despondent.  Unable  to  work  during 
his  illness,  he  was  forced  to  dissipate  his  $2,000 
cash  reserves,  money  he  had  gained  by  engaging 
with  Isaac  Cooper  in  the  lumber  business  while  in 
that  city  .Vainly  he  sought  for  William  and  Thomas 
Hereford,  supposedly  in  California.  In  disgust  he 
sought  some  means  for  earning  enough  to  stake 
himself  to  a  return  trip  to  St.  Louis.  His  efforts 
were  rebuffed ;  business  in  gold-hungry  California 
was  impossible  without  adequate  capital.*  And  his 
health  was  such  that  he  could  not  venture  to  the 
gold  fields.  Frustrated,  Andrew  retreated  to  San 
Jose  and  sought  employment  there.  Under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  prosperous  Grove  Cook,  Andrew  was 
able  to  maintain  himself  in  simple  comfort.  It  was 
here  that  Margaret  Hereford  found  him  in  June, 
1 850,  when  she  arrived  in  San  Francisco  with  her 
young  son,  Edward  Sublette  Hereford. f 

post  in  1855.  Letter,  June  28, 1957.  Taylor’s  account  has  to 
be  relied  on  in  this  instance. 

*A[ndrew]  Sublette  to  Isaac  [Cooper],  San  Francisco, 
Nov.  14;  same  to  [Solomon  Sublette],  Dec.  25,  1849.  Sub¬ 
lette  Papers ,  mhs. 

f Margaret  [Hereford]  to  [Esther  S.  Hereford],  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  June  1,  1850.  Wilson-Pat  ton  Papers ,  HEM;  Frances 
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Dr.  Thomas  A.  Hereford,  Margaret’s  husband, 
had  commenced  his  journey  to  southern  California 
earlier  in  the  year,  convoying  a  herd  of  mules  from 
Chihuahua.  Prior  to  his  departure  from  Mexico,  he 
had  urged  Margaret  to  contact  Andrew  the  minute 
she  arrived  in  San  Francisco.*  This  she  did;  and 
Andrew,  gallant  gentleman  that  he  was,  promptly 
responded,  escorting  Margaret  and  her  son  down 
to  San  Jose,  and  settling  them  in  comfortable  and 
respectable  lodgings. 

Several  weeks  later,  Andrew  left  for  the  south. 
On  his  departure,  Margaret  informed  Solomon  of 
Andrew’s  greatly  improved  health-“his  cough  has 
entirely  left  him.”  f 

Sublette  to  Solomon  [Sublette],  St.  Louis,  March  2, 1851. 
Sublette  Papers ,  Mils. 


*The  details  of  Thomas  A.  Hereford’s  1850—5 1  travels  to 
California  and  Margaret’s  subsequent  journey  overland  are 
fully  described  in  a  large  number  of  letters  in  the  W  ilson - 
Patton  Papers ,  lit  it.  In  addition,  Miss  Anne  Wilson  Patton 
confirmed  a  number  of  additional  details  in  a  tape  interview 
with  this  writer,  July,  1958;  also,  Miss  Patton  added  an  ad¬ 
ditional  detail  in  a  letter  to  Robert  G.  Cleland,  Jan.  4, 1944. 
heh.  I  am  grateful  to  Miss  Haydee  Noya  for  calling  the  latter 
item  to  my  attention. 


f  Margaret  [I  lereford]  to  Thomas  A.  Hereford,  San  Jos6, 
Aug.  14, 1 850 .  Wilson-Pat ton  Papers ,  1  iei  1 ;  same  to  Solomon 
[Sublette],  San  Jose,  Aug.  25, 1850.  Sublette  Papers, Mils. 
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Prompted  by  Grove  Cook,  he  invested  in  a  re¬ 
putedly  rich  mine  in  southern  California,  located 
about  220  miles  northeast  of  Los  Angeles  on  the 
road  to  Salt  Lake  City.*  The  Los  Angeles  Star,  May 
17, 1851,  recounted  the  circumstances  of  the  strike 
and  its  location - 


“There  are  two  Alining  Companies  that  have 
their  head  quarters  in  this  city,  both  incorporated 
under  the  general  law  of  this  State,  and  both  oper¬ 
ating  on  adjoining  claims,  about  two  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  northeast  of  this,  immediately  on  the 
road  leading  to  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 

“The  vein  was  discovered  by  a  Mr.  Roan,  in 
December,  1 849,  when  on  a  trip  from  the  Salt  Lake 
to  this  valley.  In  looking  through  a  ravine,  Mr.  Roan 
saw  the  gold  in  considerable  quantities  sticking  in 
the  rock.  He  knocked  olf  some  rich  specimens  and 
brought  them  in  with  him. This  exhibition  created 
considerable  excitement,  and  Mr.  B.  D.  Wilson  fit¬ 
ted  out  one  expedition,  and  Col.  Williams  another, 
to  examine  the  locality  and  see  what  the  prospects 
were. These  expeditions  also  brought  in  some  rich 
specimens,  and  reported  the  existence  of  a  whole 


*Margaret  [Hereford]  to  [Esther  S.  Hereford],  Oct.  13, 
1850.  Wilson-Put  ton  Papers,  HEH. 


STTj\f8t/?,  W3)iaHA 


-5"!  fi  x?i  ’  jtfMvni  Jfl  (£na)  v/ovO  y;d  baiqmoi*! 
f  1z/jo!  .  to'Iif  >  in  ii.tut  ;»i  •  .  L  - 

;Af  no  ;fc?gn/  ?oJ  la  tei.atb  jon  aa!  oi  modi 

. 

>  <;.  •  «;■  -fn  :  lb  j;  j  -  i  .  /n  •  ci 

o:,£Dc!  ?Jt  '  'Oi 


:>v;;:  !'  i :  r>  i  *n  ’  /i  \  ’  .  1/  .. 

r  ”'i'  >1  f  1-  •-*  '!  »  i/i  ,  K  . 

hm  ‘T\  )n\sr  O'/l  .  ,  ,  -IfNil.  ;  |  i  T  •  '  (:i  %}\-.u 

>  V  ’i  ••  •]■  :  •>  ■  •.»  vr-1  n  8di:r  :  1 

'•.a  fiiv  a  b  ;!  <  ?  I  A  t 

aJ  it'  f'liir:.  asHw  v  •?,  O 

r»  r.uifiibaqa  a-  i  jhio^sIo  1  /  ,f-  r:  r2  4  I  ,  r  -til, 

L^/jioaohl  l.  r<.A  ii  ,  i nor!  •  J 

. 

i  nt 2i  //  (  £  ••iufaiaf  of  *  ••-;>•,  >bb  i  r„ 

i  ■  .  )i 

^  rti  tii^ircid  caii  Looo  jaari  -  1/  '! 

>u-*iw  *j  *.o  oonak’  ^  of  .VjJick,  i  *>h/.  .anonibjc*' 

«£*  JjQ  ,SL-I0>»l»l  i  T  0t  ;  nr'rrwJ  .  1  ,i ji;.‘  u  Vl* 

v  \  K  .c  U 


MOUNTAIN  MAN  99 

mountain  of  such  as  they  procured,  but  represent¬ 
ed  that  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  getting  there 
and  taking  out  the  gold  was  more  than  it  would  pay 
for.This,with  the  prevailing  idea  that  gold  could  be 
picked  from  the  surface  of  the  ground  in  the  north¬ 
ern  mines  without  the  trouble  of  taking  it  out  of 
the  rock,  led  all  gold  seekers  to  the  upper  country. 

“Mr.  Riall,  who  had  been  out  in  one  of  the  ex¬ 
ploring  expeditions,  went  to  San  Francisco  and  up¬ 
on  his  representations  several  gentlemen  of  wealth 
and  enterprise  fitted  up  a  party  to  go  and  make  fur¬ 
ther  explorations.  This  party  went  out  in  June  and 
returned  in  July  of  last  year.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
party  in  San  Francisco,  the  Los  Angeles  Mining 
Co.  was  formed  and  commenced  preparation  for 
taking  possession  of  the  ground  and  going  to  work. 

“Meanwhile,  Mr.  Davis,  another  of  the  original 
exploring  party,  had  gone  high  up  in  the  mountains 
of  Feather  river,  in  the  grand  hunt  for  the  far-famed 
Gold  Lake.  Upon  his  return  in  July  to  Grass  Valley, 
he  met  with  Col.  Lamb,  to  whom  he  gave  a  history 
of  his  expedition  to  the  Gold  Mountain.  Col.  Lamb 
agreed  immediately  to  fit  out  a  party  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pense,  if  Mr.  Davis  would  guide  him  to  the  spot. 
This  proposition  was  accepted,  and  they  left  for 
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the  mountain  about  the  last  of  July,  and  reached 
this  city  by  land,  the  last  of  August.  By  this  time 
the  Los  Angeles  Company  had  a  party  here  also 
going  out  to  take  possession.  Col.  Lamb’s  party 
reached  the  locality  several  days  in  advance  of  the 
other,  and  selected  what  they  deemed  the  best  site. 
The  others,  upon  their  arrival,  located  along  side 
of  them,  and  the  two  claims  cover  all  the  ground 
in  which  gold  is  known  to  exist.  A  number  of  pros¬ 
pecting  parties  have  been  out,  but  uniformly  re¬ 
turn  without  finding  any  thing  worthy  of  attention. 

“Col.  Lamb  sold  out  three-fourths  of  his  inter¬ 
est,  and  the  purchasers  have  become  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  Desert  Mining  Co.  They  got 
formal  possession  of  the  mine  from  Lamb,  on  the 
15th  of  January  last.  They  have  now  two  Mexican 
mills  in  operation,  and  the  Los  Angeles  Co.  have 
one.  The  Los  Angeles  Co.  also  have  a  fine  engine 
and  machinery  on  the  Amohave,  a  little  over  half 
way  out.  The  mills  have  been  in  operation  but  a 
little  while,  and  the  result  of  their  operations  is  not 
yet  known.  The  assay  of  samples  brought  in  have 
varied  from  ten  cents  to  more  than  the  many  dollars 
per  pound  of  rock.  But  assays  of  small  samples  can 
give  us  but  little  idea  of  the  value  of  the  entire  vein. 
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“The  road  from  this  city  is  a  difficult  one  for 
transportation.  About  55  miles  is  through  the  set¬ 
tled  country  in  an  easterly  direction.  There  you 
enter  the  defile  in  the  coast  range  of  mountains 
known  as  the  Cajon  pass,  over  a  rough,  stony  and 
difficult  road  for  20  miles,  then  down  a  slope  with 
little  grass,  and  no  water  20  miles  to  the  Amohave 
river.  Follow  down  the  river  in  its  windings  55  miles. 
The  Amohave  at  its  upper  part  has  plenty  of  water, 
but  sinks  in  the  sand  and  rises  again  several  times 
before  the  road  leaves  it.  Along  the  borders  of  the 
stream  there  is  a  narrow  belt  of  grass  and  timber, 
but  outside  that  the  country  is  a  mountainous  des¬ 
ert,  rocky  or  sandy  as  the  case  may  be,  and  sparsely 
covered  with  greasewood  and  wild  sage.  From  the 
Amohave  the  road  passes  through  80  miles  of  this 
kind  of  desert  country  to  the  mine.  Half  way  or  40 
miles  from  the  river  is  the  Agua  deTamaso,  being 
a  number  of  springs  of  brackish  water  in  a  valley  in 
the  midst  of  black  barren  rocky  mountains;  a  little 
salt  grass  and  a  few  weeds  live  around  the  springs. 
In  the  dry  season  this  is  the  only  water  between  the 
Amohave  and  the  mine. 

“The  mine  is  situated  in  the  same  general  char¬ 
acter  of  country.  A  spur  of  the  barren  rocky  moun- 
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tains  sets  out  to  the  west,  the  end  of  this  is  cut  off 
by  a  ravine  running  north  and  south.  In  this  ravine 
and  running  nearly  parallel  with  it  is  the  vein  of 
gold  rock,  dipping  slightly  to  the  west.  There  are 
several  springs  yielding  some  hundreds  of  barrels 
of  water  per  day,  all  of  it  brackish.  At  first  its  taste  is 
very  unpleasant,  but  after  a  few  days  one  becomes 
used  to  it  and  then  fresh  water  has  an  insipid  and 
flat  taste.  Fourteen  miles  is  the  nearest  fresh  water 
in  the  dry  season.  There  is  an  acre  or  two  of  grass 
and  tule  about  the  springs  and  in  the  neighborhood 
a  considerable  quantity  of  mosquit  wood ;  beyond 
this  there  is  nothing  but  grease  wood  and  sage.  At 
the  fresh  water  on  the  Amargosa,  fourteen  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  there  is  abundance  of  grass  and  some  willow 
bushes,  but  no  timber  nearer  than  the  Amohave. 

“The  rock  in  which  the  gold  is  found  is  not 
quartz  as  in  the  mines  above,  but  lime  rock,  much 
softer,  and  consequently  much  more  easily  worked. 

“A  Shaft  has  been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  thirty  feet 
in  the  vein  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  supply  of  metal  is  inexhaustible. 

“Transportation  of  machinery  and  supplies,  and 
subsistence  of  animals  on  the  ground,  are  the  only 
obstacles  to  overcome  in  working  this  claim;  and 
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after  the  difficulties  of  starting  the  enterprise,  are 
once  fairly  surmounted,  it  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  best  operations  in  California.”  * 

The  Desert  Mining  Company  became  Andrew’s 
great  hope- now  he  could  fulfill  that  dream  of  long 
sought  fortune.  In  a  letter  to  Solomon,  March  20, 
1851,  from  Los  Angeles,  we  find  his  hopes  being 
expressed : 

“I  am  concerned  with  a  Company  in  a  gold  mine. 
It  is  in  the  rock  and  very  rich.  I  have  been  there  for 
six  months  and  will  Start  out  to  that  place  again 
tomorrow  [to]  take  charge  and  Start  some  machin¬ 
ery  to  grinde  [sic]  the  rock. .  .1  have  invested  all  my 
means  (which  was  but  little)  in  that  mine  but  hope 
to  get  it  out  with  Interest.” 

Indeed,  so  poor  was  Andrew  that  not  only  did  he 
have  to  borrow  money  to  purchase  his  stock  (at  a 

•Microcopy  from  Library  of  Congress  file,  Washington, 
D.C. ;  film  at  uni.  (Hereinafter  cited  lc  file.)  Additional 
references  to  the  Desert  or  Salt  Spring  Mine  are  found  in 
[David  W.Cheesman,  Diary],  “By  Ox  Team  from  Salt  Lake 
to  Los  Angeles,  1850,”  ed.  by  Mary  E.  Foy.  Annual  Publi¬ 
cations  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Southern  California,  xiv 
(1934),  296-98, 301-04;  LeRoy  R.  Ilafen  &  Ann  W.  Hafen, 
eds Journals  of  Forty-Niners, Salt  Lake  to  Los  Angeles  (Glen¬ 
dale,  Calif.,  1954),  95. 
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5%  rate),  but  also  to  hire  on  as  the  firm’s  chief  field 
man.* 

But  Andrew’s  expectations  crumbled  under  the 
weight  of  high  finance.  The  Desert  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  lacked  sufficient  capital  to  efficiently  exploit 
the  supposed  potential  of  the  property.  The  com¬ 
pany  president,  James  F.  J  Iibbcrd,  valiantly  tried 
to  refinance  the  venture  by  added  assessments  on 
the  capital  stock  and  further  sales,  but  it  was  a  los¬ 
ing  battle.  On  May  7,  an  assessment  of  two  dollars 
a  share  was  declared,  with  threat  of  shares  being 
sold  that  failed  to  comply.  By  June  10,  the  board  of 
trustees  for  the  firm  added  a  second  assessment, 
one  dollar  per  share  to  be  paid  on  the  10th  of  each 
month  for  the  following  five.  The  levy  was  due  to 

*Frances  Sublette  to  Solomon  [Sublette],  St.  Louis,  Mar. 
2, 1851 ;  A[ndrew]  Sublette  to  [Solomon  Sublette],  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Mar.  20, 185F]  (punctuation  supplied);  Tfhomas]  A. 

I  lcrcfordtoSolomonSublctte,May  1,  iti^i.SuldettePupers, 
MILS. 

Andrew  was  in  Los  Angeles  apparently  during  January, 
which  would  indicate  that  he  was  principal  conveyor  of  sup¬ 
plies  to  the  new  mine.  Listed  in  the  Los  Angeles  Census, 
Mss,  Southwest  Museum,  under  date  of  Jan.  20,  i850-“A. 
W.  Sublet,  42,  Miner,  [born  in]  Ky.”  Maurice  H.  Newmark 
and  Marco  R.  Newmark,  eds.,  Census  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Los  Angeles . . .  1850  (Los  Angeles,  1929),  45. 
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high  operational  expenses  and  a  shortage  of  capital 
reserves.  This  was  the  final  blow :  the  Desert  Min¬ 
ing  Company  folded. 

The  impact  of  the  failure  on  Andrew’s  invest¬ 
ment  was  immediate.  He  had  no  recourse  but  to 
publicly  declare  his  financial  insolvency:  * 

“Notice. 

“  To  all  or  whom  it  doth  or  may  in  any  wise  con¬ 
cern.  Take  Notice:  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1 850,  in  my  absence  from  San  Jose,  Grove  Cook  in 
his  own  and  my  name,  and  or  for  me  executed  and 
gave  a  note  to  Lamb  &  Co.,  for  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  with  William  M.  Foster  as  secur¬ 
ity;  the  consideration  of  this  note  was  stock  in  the 
Desert  Mining  Company.  By  just  and  legal  offsets 
which  I  have  in  my  possession,  this  note  would  be 
reduced  to  a  balance  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  dol¬ 
lars:  (his  company  has  become  a  failure,  the  con¬ 
sideration  has  failed  for  which  said  note  was  given, 
therefore  all  persons  are  by  these  presents,  notified 

*Los  Angeles  Star ,  May  17,  July  12,  Aug.  3,  15, 1851.  lc 
file.  Dissolution  of  partnership,  B.  D.  Wilson  &  A.  Packard, 
Los  Angeles,  Dec.  6,  1851.  The  agreement  lists  a  note  by 
A.  W.  Sublette  for  $337.53.  Shorb  Papers ,  heii. 


V\MK  UKVAUONv 


?01 

U  liqso  to  ^  M  n  k  £  bfifc  -  :rj  :  .■•  ‘  ^  roqor  >irl 

r  /I  }*mo(  [  orb  .  v.x  .  jxdftorlj  Hfiwairf  \wr  > 

.t>Jo 

-,  ■.()■  '  j  :■•  ,  T 

0)  )ud  oziijowi  on  }  ’  ol»  .*:  »t  ;n<  •  :  v 

' :  pn ovloyx ti  h.bnxu.l  >i d  >*: c;  .  *  ;L;;  r; q 

ittvoozi <v  aui ni Ysimo rijob  timodwio  'bo  ,J 

;  'i  /io<  J ovc  >  >|  1 1  rru  :\ .  ont  v.  n  i  •  (o?  3  i 

bri£  >oJi/oox.3  om  -  io  bn  (mm  vm  bn r  n  vo  eif! 
o  ' ;  'i »  ULTB  *nb  ibt  «/>'  »  'I  .  •  oi  n  a  3v*g 
'In  Zj£  Zii  V.vta  •’  {.h  tub'll  t  :  iU  :;  .  i  p.  .1)  blX)£UOdt 
d  7i i07a  •*  j  w  to/  a; r!j  i >  uv . . ,j  -  >i  .  •  ; •  t 
*  I  ;  >(jt  ij(  yH  [t  O  ni  f-  <C ! 

o<j  1  bow oion airh,  a,  nn  *v.  v/cd  1 1  oil  // 

-loi  ,  lidl  ■  fTfc  bo  i  if!  :jj!  /.  .  iu  x,  dui  <;  o)  LoOiibx 
•o  wh ,  •  ■  j  !  j.  “lo  .  *  *i  ! 

*■  oi"  JO  1 1£  j n  ioifj 'jc&j  i  f d ;  'i/:  u  l  bsif ‘oiorb 

<  -T'-  >6  f.  .0  ,  i  q;  ■  ;*  >0  .  •  .r  1 

Yt!  a  it  h.ii:  o  j iic  an  I’  .i;8s  .  G  X  ,gnA  loJ 

i  ^,nv,L  i  • . '  .  ,o  //.• 


io6 


ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


that  I  will  in  no  wise  be  responsible  for  the  note  or 
any  balance  that  may  seem  to  be  clue  on  the  same. 

“A.  W.  Sublette. 

“Los  Angeles,  August  1 6, 1 85 1 .” 

However  bleak  the  prospects  were,  fate  stepped  in 
and  offered  Andrew  a  second  chance-a  new  min¬ 
ing  concern  was  formed  to  carry  on  the  defunct 
operations  of  the  Desert  Alining  Company. 

The  new  concern  styled  itself  the  Salt  Spring 
Alining  Company.  President  of  the  firm  was  Ben¬ 
jamin  D.  Wilson,  a  long  time  resident  of  California. 
Albert  Packard,  a  partner  with  Wilson  in  a  trans¬ 
port  business,  became  the  Secretary-Treasurer.  By 
November,  1851,  the  company  was  ready  to  resume 
mining  operations.* 

Andrew  at  first,  lacking  money  to  purchase  stock, 
continued  to  act  as  the  chief  field  man  for  the  new 
firm.  Certainly  such  a  job  was  not  without  its  dan¬ 
gers  and  hardships.  Returning  from  the  mine  in 
February,  1852,  Andrew  could  report  much  to  the 
Los  Angeles  Star: 

*For  Wilson-Packard  partnership,  see  Los  Angeles  Star , 
May  17,  July  12,  Aug.  9, 16, 23.  As  to  Wilson’s  presidency, 
ibid.,  July  10, 1852;  for  Packard’s  role,  Nov.  8, 1851. 
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“Accounts  from  the  Salt  Spring  Mine  represent 
that  the  Indians  have  been  somewhat  troublesome 
at  the  mine  recently. They  had  stolen  all  the  shovels 
and  other  tools,  and  had  destroyed  the  machinery. 
The  workmen  were  taking  out  remarkably  rich 
specimens  of  the  quartz:  and  on  the  whole  the 
news  is  encouraging.”  * 

Indeed  so  encouraging  were  the  signs  of  a  rich 
strike,  Andrew  boldly  moved  to  commit  his  last 
small  reserves  to  the  venture. 

Without  either  credit  or  local  assets,  Andrew  ne¬ 
gotiated  with  Albert  Packard,  Secretary-Treasurer 
for  the  Salt  Spring  Mining  operation,  to  sell  to  him 
his  remaining  real  estate  holdings  in  St.  Louis.  On 
March  4,  in  the  presence  of  Thomas  S.  Hereford, 
Henry  R.  Myles, and  William  G.Dryden,the  deed 
and  transfer  was  effected:  the  price  was  $6,ooo.f 
Not  only  did  this  clear  part  of  his  debts  from  the 
previous  failure,  but  it  supplied  Andrew  with  suf¬ 
ficient  capital  to  invest  in  the  new  concern. 

Happily  he  wrote  to  Solomon,  March  20, 1 852 : 

*Los  Angeles  Star ,  Feb.  21,  1852.  Copy  in  Los  Angeles 
County  Museum. 

f  Indenture,  March  4, 1852.  Sublette  Papers,  MHS.  The  ex¬ 
change  draft  was  paid,  Dec.  10,  in  Los  Angeles.  Ibid. 
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“[I  have]  commenced . . .  mining  again  with  new 
partners  and  think  my  prospects  are  good  &  hope 
to  be  able  to  go  home  this  fall  and  see  you  all  once 
more.  My  health  has  been  better  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  than  it  has  been  for  forty  before.” 

The  following  day,  March  2 1,  Andrew  set  out  for 
the  Salt  Spring  Mine,  again  acting  as  field  super¬ 
intendent.  He  took  with  him  a  company  of  men  to 
work  the  property,  with  the  intention  of  remaining 
at  the  mine  site  from  two  to  three  months. #  But 
tragedy  was  to  strike  the  convoy- in  the  wake  of  an 
Indian  attack,  two  of  the  company’s  members  lay 
dead.  It  was  this  event  that  led  to  the  most  famous 
of  early  southern  California  murder  trials— the  Lu¬ 
go  Case.|  Undaunted  in  the  face  of  this  adversity, 
Andrew  continued  on  with  the  rest  of  his  crew  to 
the  mine. 

•March  20,  185  [2].  Sublette  Papers,  Mils.  The  Missouri 
Historical  Society  has  this  letter  dated  as  1850,  but  internal 
evidence  supports  the  1852  date.  Andrew  refers  in  this  letter 
to  his  sale  to  Packard,  dating  that  sale  March  2 — perhaps 
this  was  when  the  bargain  was  struck,  but  the  official  transfer 
was  on  the  4th. 

f  Joseph  L.  Brent,  The  Lugo  Case ,  A  Personal  Experience 
(New  Orleans,  1926),  14, 15.  Made  available  to  this  writer 
by  Mr.  Duncan  K.  Brent. 
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By  the  following  July  the  symptoms  of  financial 
instability  that  had  destroyed  the  Desert  Mining 
Company  appeared  in  its  successor,  the  Salt  Spring 
firm.  Calls  for  added  assessments  began  to  appear 
in  the  local  paper.  The  expense  of  operating  at  such 
a  distance  from  Los  Angeles,  coupled  with  the  re¬ 
curring  Indian  difficulties  and  the  meager  capital 
reserves,  forced  the  company  finally  to  suspend  op¬ 
erations.  To  save  their  investments,  the  company’s 
directors  sought  to  sell  the  property  to  capitalists 
abroad.  In  vain. 

With  the  company’s  failure,  Andrew  was  again 
down  and  out.  He  returned  to  Los  Angeles.  Un¬ 
able  to  fit  into  the  growing  commercial  life  of  the 
city,  Andrew  turned  to  the  only  other  talent  he 
could  utilize  profitably- his  skill  as  a  hunter.  His 
daring  in  this  respect  quickly  received  notoriety - 


“That  veteran  hunter,  Captain  Sublette,  killed 
a  grizzly  bear  near  Cauenga  [sic]>  a  few  days  ago. 


The 4  varmit’ was  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  feed 
a  regiment  of  boarders  at  the  Bella  Union  Hotel, 
for  three  or  four  meals.” 


As  an  occupation,  nonetheless,  it  afforded  Andrew 
enough  to  sustain  himself.  In  addition,  he  was  able 
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ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


to  earn  money  by  occasionally  acting  as  a  jailor. 
Thus  we  find  Andrew  having  Doroteo  Zabaleta  and 
Jesus  Rivas  committed  to  his  custody  when  these 
two  suspected  murderers  were  returned  from  Santa 
Barbara  to  Los  Angeles  to  stand  trial  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1 852  * 

Andrew  now  found  help  from  unexpected  quar¬ 
ters. On  March  3, 1 852, Congress  created  an  Indian 
Superintendency  for  California;  the  following  day, 
Edward  F.  Beale  was  appointed  to  the  post.f  On 
August  5,  Beale  took  a  steamer  for  Panama.  After 
crossing  the  Isthmus,  he  boarded  the  Oregon  for 
San  Francisco  where  he  docked,  September  164 

Quickly,  Superintendent  Beale  set  about  organ¬ 
izing  his  Indian  department. §  In  order  to  provide 


*  Los  Angeles  Star,  July  10, 17, 31,  Oct.  23, 1852.  Lcfile& 
heh  copies.  Tracy  I.  Storer  and  Lloyd  P.Tevis,  California 
Grizzly  (Berkeley,  1953),  209,  opine  that  Andrew  “made 
grizzly  killing  his  favorite  sport.”  In  reality,  he  was  hunting 
at  this  time  tor  a  living. 


'{Congressional  Globe,  32  Cong.,  1  Sess.,  Part  1, 501,  663— 
64;  Part  11, 1680;  U.S. Statutes, 32  Cong., 1  Sess., 2-3. 


f  L.  Lea  to  E.  F.  Beale,  Aug.  2 ;  E.  F.  Beale  to  L.  Lea,  Aug. 
3,  Sept.  16, 1852.  U.  S.  Senate,  Exec.  Doc.,  No i  4  [Serial  688], 
33rd  Cong.,  Spec.  Sess.,  26, 36, 358 ;  Los  Angeles  Star,  Sept. 
18, 1852.  LC  file. 

§  Leonard  B.  Charles,  “The  Federal  Indian  Policy  in  the 
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effective  administration,  Benjamin  D.  Wilson  was 
appointed  Superintendent  for  southern  California 
and  immediately  set  about  establishing  theTejon 
Reservation.* 

This  turn  of  events  worked  a  decided  advantage 
for  Andrew.  One  of  the  major  items  of  concern  for 
the  Indian  department  was  supply.  The  role  of  In¬ 
dian  contractor  was  in  the  offing.  Andrew’s  exploits 
as  the  essential  conveyor  of  supplies  to  first  the 
Desert  and  then  the  Salt  Spring  Mining  Company 
were  to  recommend  him  to  Wilson.  Andrew’s  pre¬ 
vious  acquaintance  with  Beale  also  gave  an  added 
advantage.  This  was  further  strengthened  by  Wil¬ 
son’s  marriage  to  Margaret  S.  Hereford,  February 
i,  1853,  related  to  Andrew  through  the  marriage  of 
her  sister-in-law,  Frances,  to  first  William,  then 


San  Joaquin  Valley.”  Unpublished  doctoral  dissertation, 
University  of  California,  1928,  pp.  252-80,  spans  Beale’s 
1852  1853  activities.  William  1 1.  Kllison,  “Federal  Indian 
Policy  in  California,  1846-1860.”  Unpublished  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation,  University  of  California,  1919,  passim,  deals  ex¬ 
tensively  with  this  subject. 


*I3eale  to  Wilson,  San  Francisco,  OctobcrS,  1852.  Wilson 
Papers;  Presidential  Commission,  September  1, 1852.  Wil¬ 
son-?  atton  Papers, ueh\ Los  Angeles  Star,  October  16, 1852. 
Copy,  heh;  Helen  S.  Gillen  and  Arthur  Woodward,  The 
Story  of  El  Tejon  (Los  Angeles,  1942),  19-27. 
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Solomon.*  To  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
offered,  in  April,  1853,  Andrew  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  James  Thompson.! 

No  sooner  had  Andrew  achieved  his  first  solid 
financial  footing  than  disaster  struck.  The  Los  An¬ 
geles  Star  related  the  event - 

“Last  Wednesday  [May  25],  Capt.  Andrew  Sub¬ 
lette,  of  this  city,  while  on  a  hunting  expedition,  on 
the  sea  coast,  was  shockingly  bitten  and  mutilated 
by  a  grizzly  whom  he  had  wounded.  He  was  in  com¬ 
pany  with  another  man  &  a  boy  .They  had  wounded 
the  bear,  and  were  following  its  trail,  when  the  an¬ 
imal  darted  upon  them  from  a  thicket,  and  gave 
chase.  Capt.  S[ublette]  was  ahead,  the  man  next, 

*As  has  been  previously  noted,  Margaret  S.  Hereford’s 
relative,  Frances  married  first  William,  then  Solomon  Sub¬ 
lette.  Thomas  A.  Hereford,  Margaret’s  husband,  had  been 
employed  by  Wilson  as  his  port  agent  at  San  Pedro.  Here¬ 
ford  died  January  7, 1852.  Los  Angeles  Star,  May  17, 1851. 
i.clile;  January  10, 1852,  copy  in  U'ilson-Patton  Papersy\m\ 
Andrew  Sublette  to  Solomon,  March  20,  185(2 \y  Sublette 
Papers ,  mus;  John  W.  Caughey,“Don  Benito  Wilson:  An 
Average  Southern  Californian,”  Huntington  Library  Quar¬ 
terly,  11  (1939),  286. 

JJamesThompson’s  petition  to  Augustin  Olvera, Dec.  23, 
1853.  Mss,  Probate  Court  Records,  Andrew  W.  Sublett[e], 
File  No.  43X,  Los  Angeles  County  Clerk’s  office.  (Herein¬ 
after  cited  Sublette  Estate  Papers.) 
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and  the  boy  behind.  The  former  seeing  that  the 
bear  was  fast  overhauling  them  and  in  a  few  more 
yards  must  reach  the  boy,  generously  stopped  and 
waited  for  his  bearship  to  come  up,  intending  to 
shoot  him  again,  and  then  run  the  risk  of  getting 
away  himself.  By  some  mischance  he  stumbled  and 
lost  his  rifle,  and  ere  he  could  regain  his  feet,  the 
bear  was  upon  him.  Capt.  Sublette  was  badly  bit¬ 
ten,  and  would  have  been  killed  probably,  on  the 
spot,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  interference  of 
his  dogs,  who  came  up  and  engaged  the  bear’s  at¬ 
tention.  We  are  happy  to  learn  this  morning  that 
Capt.  S[ublette]  is  considered  out  of  danger,  and 
hopes  are  entertained  of  his  speedy  recovery.  lie  is 
under  the  care  of  Dr.Tho[ma]s  Foster.”  # 

Andrew  recovered  fully- but  this  could  have  been 
fatal.  And  such  an  encounter  would  prove  fatal 
within  a  few  months. 

From  July,  1853,  until  his  fatal  hunting  trip  in 
December,  Andrew  and  his  partner  Thompson 
prospered.  The  firm’s  Indian  contracts  expanded 
as  the  Tejon  Reservation  grew.  Although  profits 
were  modest,  Andrew  and  his  partner  were  able 
to  provide  themselves  with  the  necessary  carrier 

*May  28, 1853.  Copy,  iieii. 
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equipment  and  supplies-and  were  able  to  lease  a 
ranch,  the  La  Brea,  with  part  of  their  assets.* 
After  successive  occupations  as  trapper,  trader, 
guide,  soldier,  hunter,  peace  officer,  and  miner, 
compounded  by  ill  health,  Andrew  found  his  sub¬ 
stantial  success  as  a  California  Indian  department 
contractor. Yet, within  a  few  months  he  was  dead. 

On  the  morning  of  December  19, 1853,  a  large 
group  of  Los  Angeles  citizens  gathered  at  10  o’clock 
in  the  quiet  hush  of  the  parlor  of  the  El  Dorado 
Saloon  to  pay  their  last  respects  to  Andrew  Whitley 
Sublette.  Benjamin  D.  Wilson,  Thomas  S.  Here¬ 
ford,  JamesThompson  and  Dr.  Alexander  W.  Hope, 
former  business  associates,  related  kin,  and  close 
friends,  were  among  the  mourners. f  Sublette  had 
died  as  he  had  lived,  a  fighting  mountain  man,  “a 
R[ocky]  M fountain]  prince.”  $ 

*Subletteand  Thompson.  Account  to  Tfhomas]  S.  Here¬ 
ford,  Los  Angeles,  July  1,  1853.  Wilson  Papers ,  heh;  John 
W.  Caughey,  ed.,  The  Indians  of  Southern  California  (San 
Marino,  Calif ,  1952),  108, 1 16-18,  prints  several  pertinent 
letters  from  the  Wilson  Papers ,  heh,  indicating  the  degree 
of  Andrew’s  activity  as  an  Indian  supply  contractor. 

f  Funeral  Notice,  Los  Angeles,  December  19, 1853.  Sub¬ 
lette  Papers,MHS. 

^Horace  Bell,  Reminiscences  of  a  Ranger  or  Early  Times  in 


3TT3JSU2  W3  ’OK  A 

'1  iif<  ]  rru~8  >i  iqij ^  ;.i/i lnf>m  :iu  . : 

.'■  rhlo i*  t/;  iiw  ,vju:  v.u  1  *run 

trji)i,v  4io<  tift  >;omqu3X/  w-#;  x*u  * '  iA, 

•  •'  "  -Wi  -  ftj[  .OL  ;•’  i  iV.;.  ,  .  j;  j 

!. ft  *  :•■  :•  .  w  ;i  ft  i  :i  :  \  .r  "j;  »  uo 

:  ^?8i  f*.i  wcf^30i<  *  lib  rn  ■>*  ori?  iiO 

.11  I  J  *»' ■■•  o  :o  i It  ••  ..  j,r-  odf  .v 

iAo  ?■’.  q  y\  .  .•  jic.  .  '  •>.  no  vi  ;? 

period  1  /  Mi V/  .U  ni  -  ;j/i  M  :»ii:  Ida? 

<r  1 .3  j «  unoiiTf  oi  JiW'jooA . .  .qflio. ~i  'rtlw!  -  )< 

. 

*!  '  ■  '•  )  ••  ■  ■  '  .  -  ,\7 

m«i  ft  . 

Wi;  jril  -iUf  mo Ji'isiiM 

•*  ft'Mt  .o  V1  ji  i!fi.  al  .  M  i|>  »J  H,  .  :.fi  .r, 

-^4  &  .£  -  (>’  1  fn»  O.-G  ,h:.m  cO,  {.;jj  17/  »«T  fit.  'If 

<-!  V 

m  y  .\v  6/-.  >•"'$?*  »v  k  &  ;  .!•  ... 


MOUNTAIN  MAN  1 15 

While  on  a  bear  hunting  trip  in  Malibu  Canyon, 
so  the  only  extant  account  relates,  near  present  day 
Santa  Monica  in  company  with  his  business  part¬ 
ner,  James  Thompson,  Sublette  was  mortally  in¬ 
jured  by  a  Grizzly.  During  the  course  of  the  hunt, 
Sublette  and  his  friend  became  separated.  A  short 
while  later,  Thompson  heard  a  shot  echo  through 
the  canyon.  Rushing  back  toward  the  sound,  he 
came  upon  Sublette  locked  in  hand  to  hand  strug¬ 
gle  with  the  ferocious  animal.  To  one  side,  partly 
covered  by  the  cloud  of  dust  stirred  up  from  the 
contest  between  man  and  beast,  lay  the  huddled 
corpse  of  the  attacker’s  mate.  Apparently  Sublette 
had  slain  one  of  the  bears  with  his  rifle,  and  then, 
before  he  could  reload  his  weapon,  was  set  upon  by 
another.  With  knife  flashing,  his  hunting  dog,  Old 
Buck, adding  his  bite  to  the  fray,  Andrew  finally  dis¬ 
patched  his  assailant  with  a  mortal  thrust.  Falling 
near  the  crumpled  carcass,  Andrew  lay  bleeding 
and  dying. 

Thompson  hastily  summoned  help  from  some 
vaqueros  in  the  valley  below,  and  with  their  assist- 

Southern  California  (Santa  Barbara,  1927)5261  (hereinafter 
cited  Bell  Reminiscences).  Bell  observed  that  “every  gringo 
in  town  turned  out  for  the  funeral.” 
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ancc  carried  his  friend  to  a  nearby  wagon.  Swiftly, 
Thompson  drove  to  Los  Angeles  in  search  of  med¬ 
ical  aid.  He  took  the  wounded  man  to  the  Padilla 
Building  where  what  help  that  could  be  given  was 
rendered.  Dr.  Thomas  Foster  worked  with  frantic 
speed  to  stem  the  flow  of  blood  from  the  gaping 
wounds.*  Sublette  hung  on  tenaciously  in  a  delir¬ 
ium  between  life  and  death.  The  following  day,  the 
eighteenth  of  December,  the  end  mercifully  came. 
After  the  funeral  service,  interment  was  in  Foot 
Hill  Cemetery.f  There  Sublette  was  to  lie  until 

*The  account  of  Sublette’s  bear  fight  is  taken  from  Bell 
Reminiscences ,260-62,  a  source  that  must  be  used  with  dis¬ 
cretion.  Also, “Andy  Sublette’s  Last  Bear  Fight.The Tragic 
End  of  One  of  the  Famous  Brothers  Who  Came  Out  from 
St.  Louis  to  Open  the  West  to  Civilization.”  [St.  Louis] 
Globe-Democrat ,  April  30,  1899.  Copy  in  Sublette  Papers , 
mhs.  There  is  a  strong  similarity  between  the  two  accounts. 

The  Padilla  Building  was  located  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  Main  &  Requcna  Streets.  Here,  Drs.  Alexander  W.  1  lope 
and  Thomas  Foster  had  their  medical  offices.  Mauice  H. 
Newmark  &  Marco  R.  N e w m a r k , e d s . ,  Sixty  Years  in  South¬ 
ern  California ,  1853-1913  (New  York,  1926),  32,  57,  107; 
PI[enryJ  D.  Burrows, “Pioneer  Physicians  of  Los  Angeles,” 
Annual  Publications  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Southern 
California,  v,Pt.  11  (1901),  107. 

f Newmark,  104,  notes  that  this  was  the  only  cemetery 
available  to  non-Catholics,  and  that  it  was  in  deplorable 
condition. 
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memory  and  time  effaced  his  last  resting  place  and 
obscured  his  few  achievements. 

The  Sacramento  Daily  Union  of  December  29 
acknowledged  Andrew’s  death,  writing: 

“Capt.  Andrew  W.  Sublette,  formerly  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  died  at  Los  Angeles,  on  Monday,  Dec. 
19, 1853,  age  about  forty  years.  He  was  a  younger 
brother  of  the  famous  old  trapper,  W.  L.  Sublette, 
and  like  him,  Andy’s  penchant  for  the  mountains 
was  such  that  nearly  his  whole  life  was  spent  among 
them.  His  first  trip  was  made  at  so  early  an  age  that 
his  brother,  fearing  the  child  might  suffer  if  com¬ 
pelled  to  subsist  upon  hunter’s  fare,  took  a  cow 
along  to  afford  more  certain  nourishment.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  commanded  a  large  pack  train 
destined  to  trade  with  the  Indians  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  In  1849,  he  accompanied  Lieut.  Beale, 
as  a  guide  from  the  frontiers  to  California, and  since 
that  time  he  has  resided  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  a 
brave  and  generous  man,  and  has  left  many  warmly 
attached  friends.” 

Although  much  of  the  report  was  fictional,  none¬ 
theless,  the  account  rightly  pronounced  Andrew’s 
requiem-ua  brave  and  generous  man.” 
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Thus  ended  the  career  of  one  of  the  Sublettes, 
“Rocky  M  fountain]  princes,  leaders  among  the 
mountaineers/’  *  men  who  had  labored  in  blazing 
the  trails  for  the  westward  expansion  of  land-hun¬ 
gry  Americans.  Yet,  there  are  few  monuments  that 
stand  to  commemorate  that  accomplishment.!  Per¬ 
haps  they  need  none,  for  their  contribution  in  the 

*Bell  Reminiscences,  262. 

f Sublette  Cut-Off;  Sublett,  Idaho;  Sublette,  California; 
Sublette  County,  Sublette’s  Flat,  Sublette’s  Spring  in  Wy¬ 
oming;  Sublet,  Kansas,  and  the  names  of  two  of  the  family 
once  carved  high  on  Independence  Rock,  William  and  Mil- 
ton,  stand  as  lone  sentinels  to  the  memory  of  the  early  Ken¬ 
tuckian  Sublettes  who  moved  to  Missouri.  For  the  exact 
location  of  Sublette  Cut-Off  and  Independence  Rock,  see 
Fliram  M.  Chittenden,  The  American  Fur  Trade  of  the  Far 
West  (2  vols.,  reprint;  Stanford,  Calif.,  1954),  I,  467,  478; 
Federal  Writers’  Project  of  the  Works  Progress  Adminis¬ 
tration,  The  Oregon  Trail  (New  York,  1939),  2, 188, 191 , 196, 
gives  full  location  for  the  above  mentioned. 

Originally,  Yellowstone  Lake  was  called  Sublette’s  Lake. 
Both  the  Smith,  DeSmet  &  Colton  maps  label  it  so.  Merrill 
J. Mattes, “Behind  the  Legend  of  Colter’s  Hell:  The  Early 
Explorations  of  Yellowstone  National  Yuvkf  Mississippi  Val¬ 
ley  Historical  Review,  xxxvi  (Sept.,  1949),  279. 

Sublett,  Missouri,  located  in  Adair  County,  is  named  for 
a  distant  relative,  Pinckney  J.  Sublette  who  established  the 
town  in  1869.  David  W.  Eaton,  “How  Missouri  Counties, 
Towns  &  Streams  Were  Named,”  mhr  ,  x  ( 1 9 1 6) ,  20 1 ;  History 
of  Adair,  Sullivan,  Putnam  and  Schuyler  Counties  (Chicago, 
1888),  368. 
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building  of  the  American  empire  is  indisputable: 
that  living  monument  should  be  enough. 

Tragically,  even  in  death  his  slim  success  was  tar¬ 
nished  by  the  specter  of  unpaid  debts.  On  Andrew’s 
death  from  his  fatal  bear  hunt,  December  19  James 
Thompson,  Sublette’s  partner,  hied  a  petition  for 
probate  of  the  estate,  December  23, 1853,  request¬ 
ing  appointment  as  the  administrator.  The  hearing 
in  the  Probate  Court  for  Los  Angeles  County  was 
set  for  January  3, 1854  at  2:00  p.  m.# 

Thompson’s  petition  noted  that  Andrew  left  no 
will,  to  his  knowledge,  nor  next  of  kin.  His  plea  for 
court  approval  of  estate  executor  was  based  on  the 
Sublette -Thompson  partnership  drawn  up  April, 
1853.  Andrew’s  estate, Thompson  affirmed,  con¬ 
sisted  of  property  valued  at  $ 5,000,  in  addition  to  a 
few  personal  effects,  and  all  of  this  was  invested  in 
the  partnership. f 

Probate  judge  Augustin  Olvera,  having  fixed  a 
special  term,  January  2,  heard  Thompson’s  peti¬ 
tion  the  following  day.  The  notarized  statement  of 

*  Los  Angeles  Star,  December  31, 1853.  Copy,  Los  Angeles 
County  Museum. 

fProbate  Petition,  Dec.  23,  1853.  Prepared  by  Myron 
Norton,  Attorney;  witnessed  byJohnW. Shore, Clerk.  Sub¬ 
lette  Probate  Papers. 
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Marcus  D.  Brindage,  proprietor  and  publisher  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Star ,  attesting  to  the  validity  of  the 
published  probate  notice  in  his  paper,  was  admit¬ 
ted  as  the  sole  evidence  in  support  of  Thompson’s 
petition.  The  Court  then,  on  the  basis  of  that  fact, 
appointed  Thompson  administrator,  but  under 
penalty  of  a  Si  0,000  bond.  This  requirement  was 
rendered  on  January  9, 1854  by  David  R.  Douglass 
and  Juan  N.  Padilla. 

When  the  two  Court  appointed  estate  apprais¬ 
ers,  Michael  Halpin  and  Thomas  S.  Hereford,  re¬ 
ported,  February  27,  the  inventory  of  Sublette  and 
Thompson  was  fixed  at  $19,943,  plus  a  verbal  con¬ 
tract  to  Indian  Superintendent  Beale  for  100,000 
pounds  of  wheat  and  barley  for  theTejon  Reserva¬ 
tion.  Personal  effects  were  valued  at  $861.75. 

In  the  wake  of  this  report,  a  month  later, Thomp¬ 
son  resigned,  April  7,  as  estate  administrator  with¬ 
out  any  reason  given.  Simultaneously, Thomas  S. 
Hereford  applied  for  the  post.  Public  notice  of  this 
event  was  published  the  same  day,  and  again  on 
April  24,  a  sworn  affidavit  to  that  effect  was  printed 
in  the  Los  Angeles  Star  A  Undoubtedly,  Thomas 
S.  Hereford  established  kinship  with  Andrew,  re¬ 
membering  that  Frances  S.  Plereford,  his  cousin, 


*  Sublette  Probate  Papers. 
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had  married  Andrew’s  brothers,  first  William,  then 
Solomon.* 

In  view  of  this  alteration,  Judge  Benjamin  Hayes 
approved  Hereford’s  appointment,  April  24, 1854, 
at  the  same  time  requiring  a  $  1 6,000  bond, to  which 
John  B.  Downey  and  Benjamin  D.  Wilson  sub¬ 
scribed.  After  a  new  appraisal  of  the  estate  by  David 
R.  Douglass,  George  Carson,  and  Henry  R.  Myles, 
May  1,  Andrew’s  personal  effects  still  came  to  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  first  Court  survey,  $861.75. 

In  the  face  of  unstated  debts  to  the  Court,  notice 
was  given  in  the  Los  Angeles  Star ,  May  13,  for  all 
outstanding  debts  to  be  levied  against  the  estate 
within  ten  months.  Six  days  later, May  1 9,  the  Court 
was  petitioned  to  allow  sale  of  real  property  from 
the  estate  to  cover  such  levied  claims.  Andrew’s 
real  estate  was  described  as  consisting  of  one-half 
lease  on  a  Rancho  called  “la  Brea,”  a  lease  which 
had  two  more  years  to  run,  and  three  U.  S.  land 
warrants  of  160  acres  each.  Probate  Judge  Myron 
Norton  so  ordered  their  sale,  October  5, 1854.  No 
further  accounting  was  given  to  the  Probate  Court 
of  such  sale  revenue  thereafter. 

*This  kinship  is  established  on  the  basis  ofletters  in  the 
Wilson-Patton  Papers ,  heh. 
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ANDREW  SUBLETTE 


Andrew  Sublette’s  estate,  small  though  it  was, 
disappeared.  One’s  suspicions  are  aroused  by  a 
number  of  factors.  First,  Thompson’s  probate  pe¬ 
tition  was  fraudulent.  Solomon  Sublette  and  his 
wife  Frances,  were  still  alive.  Andrew  Sublette  did 
have  direct  heirs.  Second,  Thomas  S.  Hereford,  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  kin  admittedly  through 
marriage,  knew  this,  yet  did  not  challenge  Thomp¬ 
son’s  statement  until  later;  then  he  succeeded  to 
Thompson’s  estate  administrative  post- knowing 
all  the  while  that  basically  Thompson’s  initial  affi¬ 
davit  of  December  23,1853  was  untrue.* 

In  addition  to  these  basic  facts,  no  mention  was 
ever  made  to  the  Probate  Court,  for  that  matter,  of 
an  accounting  of  the  sale  of  the  contracted  wheat 
and  barley  deal  to  the  U.  S.  Indian  agency.' f  On  top 
of  that  questionable  act,  coupled  with  the  lack  of 
further  accounting  of  the  payment  of  debts  and 

*Thomas  [Thomas  Hereford]  to  Sfolomon]  P.  Sublette, 
Los  Angeles,  Sept.  18, 1854.  Sublette  Papers ,  mhs.  Hereford 
comments  that  he  was  trying  to  clean  up  Andrew’s  estate, 
but  found  little  to  it.  He  observed  that  Andrew  was  $13,000 
in  debt  to  Solomon.  Yet  no  Court  record  shows  this  item. 

jB.  D.  Wilson  to  E.  F.  Beale,  Los  Angeles,  Oct.  4, 1853. 
[DraftJ,  Wilson  Papers ,  heh.  The  estate  was  finally  closed 
out  in  late  i854.T[homas]  S.  I  Iereford  to  B.  D. Wilson,  Dec. 
7, 1854.  S/iorb  Papers,  urn. 
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the  disposal  of  Andrew’s  real  estate,  Probate  Judge 
Myron  Norton  handed  down  a  verdict  in  a  case  he 
helped  originally  to  formulate. 

The  end  result  was  clear.  Andrew  Sublette  died 
penniless -a  wretched  failure.  When  one  measures 
his  accomplishments  against  the  standard  of  the 
dollar,  this  is  the  only  conclusion  possible.  Yet,  in 
the  case  of  a  mountain  man ,  there  are  other,  and 
by  far,  more  meaningful  standards.  How  does  one 
equate  the  Sublettes’  service  to  the  westward  ex¬ 
pansion  of  America  ?  How  does  one  measure  that 
contribution  ?  Surely  there  are  no  dollar  criteria 
acceptable  here. 

Indeed,  in  death,  his  epitaph  by  Horace  Bell  does 
not  sound  too  remiss- 

“. . .  a  natural  born  gentleman,  with  manners  as  re¬ 
fined,  gentle  and  polished  as  though  he  had  never 
been  beyond  the  confines  of  the  most  cultivated 
society. . .  a  Rfocky]  M  fountain]  prince . . .” 

This  was  Andrew  Whitley  Sublette ,  Kentucky 
native,  Missouri  emigrant, California  resident-but 
nonetheless  a  Rocky  Mountain  prince , 
a  mountain  man. 
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